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The Bipartisanism of Bidhan Roy 
F R I E N D S H I P and cooperation are 

sacred words today, underwrit
ten by the misty concept of co-exist
ence. That there are areas to 
which these principles of compro
mise, often a specious thing, should 
not be applied is seldom mentioned. 
It was refreshing, therefore, to read 
Mr Walter Lippmann recently on 
the appointment of Adlai Stevenson 
as an adviser to the State Depart-, 
meat, "Mr Stevenson," he wrote, 
"wi l l not undertake to formulate 
the Administrat ion proposals for the 
NATO meeting in December. How 
could he? He is a private citizen 
. . . .Nobody can formulate these 
proposals who is not in the inner 
Circle of the Administration, indeed 
who is not vested with the authority 
of the President himself We 
shall mislead ourselves, I believe, 
If we suppose that our situation is 
like that in war time when in order 
to have unity in action it is neces
sary to forgo debate and dissent. 
The real issues in our present situa
tion turn upon our own capacity 
to make the efforts to meet the 
challenge of Soviet competition. 
This involves a t ru ly agonising 
reappraisal of our policies and of 
our attitudes at home and abroad 
. . . In such a reappraisal the lo
yal opposition has a great function 
to perform. It Is not to do the 
work of the Administration. It 
cannot do it. It is not to be the 
lobbyist or the salesman of the 
official line. It is to analyse fair ly 
generously but f irmly, the official 
policies and actions and to offer 
alternatives so that there can be 
choices and an enlightened debate 

We shall have to hammer out 
such views on the anvi l of debate." 

The point of the lengthy quota
tion is that here we have a clear 
definition of the role of a democrat 
tic opposition, and the relevance of 
the question is provided by two 
actions of Bidhan Roy, Chief Minis
ter, and Jyoti Basu, Leader of the 
Opposition in the West Bengal 
Assembly. One: the latter w i l l be 
paid a monthly salary a la, we were 
told, the practice of the House of 
Commons. Two: there has been 
formed a Pood and Relief Advisory 
Committee, consisting of Ministers 
and members of the OpposItion—and 
two editors of popular dailies—who 
Will assist the administration in 

formulating policies. A possible 
effect of these may be the departure 
of dissent, not hammering out viewy 
on the anvil of debate but hammer
ing the anvil itself into a soft latex 
pillow. 

The difficulties of the Communists 
ere real enough. Wi th Moscow so 
kind and courteous to New Delhi, it 
is indeed difficult to think of a poli
cy that would look remotely Com
munist or mil i tant. Then there is 
the Government in Kerala, which 
can, things being what they are, 
implement very few of its promises. 
The Communists in opposition have 
to conform not only to the politeness 
of Moscow but also to the vir tual 
impotence of Trivandrum. Limited 
power in the latter makes it inevita
ble that opposition elsewnere be 
limited too, at least for the time 
being. Al l this is conceded readily, 
although it is an unanswered ques
tion whether the consequent tactics 
are strengthening the prospects of 
Communism— or otherwise. 

There are reasons to think that 
Comrade Jyoti Basu has gone a l i t t le 
further to meet Dr Roy than he 
need have done. This must be a 
matter of opinion, and the motives 
currently being attr ibuted to Basu 
may be largely unfair. But in a 
democracy, what is is often no more 
important than what many think is. 

The same principle may explain 
popular objections to the West Ben
gal Leader of the Opposition being 
paid. Labour Is worthy of its hire, 
and so is a leader of the opposition. 
Popular opinions, however, are hard 
to put Into reverse gear at wi l l . 
Over the years the Congress of 
Gandhi has preached the value of 
sacrifice, the unimportance of re
ward for labour. Congress Ministers 
have tried hard since to break the 
500-rupee barrier, but the odium 
remains because the pretence re
mains. The pretence has not been 
courageously broken by the Com
munists either, and so Jyoti Basu 
should not be surprised if hidden, 
possibly untrue, meanings are read 
in his .apparent acceptance of the 
Government's proposal to pay the 
Leader of the Opposition. Suspi

cions tend to gain confirmation 
from the tamecess of the opposition 
in recent months. 

The oppoi t ion wi l l be tamer when 
the so-called advisory committee 
gets go.ng, and this is not because 
there have been "deals"—there may 
have been none but because the 
th ing is wrong in principle, this bi
partisanism. To take part In the 
process is to accept part of the res
ponsibility for the product, and 
there is no getting away f rom that. 
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AH Lippmann' has pointed out, the 
Opposition comes to terms wi th the 
Government, except in a war emer
gency, only at its peril. Something 
more is at stake than the future of 
a party. It is the structure of 
democracy itself which gets distort
ed by the suspension, if not aban
donment, of public debate in favour 
of private discussion. Principles 
remain unmentioned, fundamental 
clashes remain unfought out, com
promises are reached by the secret 
surrender of ideals hawked in pub
lic, and imperfections of practice 
are condoned because theory is on 
holiday. These abstract objections 
apart, there is always the possibi
l i ty that the corruption of the ad
ministration would only increase in 
quantity by the spoils being shared 
with the Opposition; it has happen
ed afore, and here. 

The danger deepens when editors 
of popular newspapers get the in
fectious itch of "part icipation." 
The Calcutta Press has been dis
cussed before on this page, but the 
latest move of Dr Roy's may well 
be the final push. Not only has 
the Opposition been lured into his 
parlour, the editors are now invited 
for the embrace of death. They 
wil l -now ait on committees, orally 
deliver the editorials they would 
otherwise have wri t ten. What's 
wrong wi th that? Nothing much, 
except that the people wil l know no
thing about what they have said. 
The very fact that they have 
spoken their editorials, which may 
or may not be answered by the ad
ministration after a fashion, wi l l 
preclude their subsequent publica
tion. There is a price, Mr Dulles 
once said, to be paid for neutrality. 
The editors wi l l soon f ind out, there 
is a price to be paid for participa
tion too. 

West Bengal's problems wil l re
main an they are, unless they get 
worse. Mr Lippmann has shown 
that the wisdom outsiders can con
tribute to an administration is very 
l imited indeed What wi l l happen 
is that dissent wi l l have disappeared, 
and the people—by whom al l poli
tical parties swear wi l l know no
thing of what the politicians are 
doing. "Govern or get out" Is a 
famil iar slogan. I suggest this to 
Jyoti Basu & Co: Oppose and keep 
out. A good opposition is necessary 
for good government. 

World Bank Loan for Tata Steel 

—Flibbertigibbet 

November 26, 
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THE World Bank loan of $32.5 
mil l ion to The Tata I ron and 

Steel Company Limited, announced 
last week, was made jointly with 
nine United States and Canadian 
commercial banks to help com
plete an expansion programme 
aimed at doubling the company's 
steel ingot producing capacity. 

The $15 mill ion provided by the 
banks is the largest participation 
yet taken in a Wor ld Bank loan. It 
was arranged by The First Boston 
Corporation, acting as agent for t h -
Tata company. The participants 
are: The Bank of America N T & 
S A, The Chase- Manhattan Bank, 
The First National City Bank of 
New York, The Royal Bank of 
Canada, Chemical Corn Exchange 

'Bank, Manufacturers Trust Com

pany, The Northern Trust Company, 
The Philadelphia National Bank, 
and The National Bank of Washing
ton, D C. 

Tata's expansion programmes call 
for total investment, in the five-
year period ending March 1960. 
equivalent to approximately $250 
million, more than half in foreign 
exchange. 

The loan to the Tata Company 
brings to $356 mil l ion the amount 
the Bank has lent to private enter
prises and Government agencies In 
India. Earlier lending was for 
railway improvements, electric 
nower, agricultural machinery, jet 
passenger aircraft, the iron and 
steel industry, and the establish
ment of the Industr ial Credit and 
Investment Corporation of India. 


