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THE temerity required of a 
layman in reviewing a scienti

fic study has its advantages. So
cial scientists in the field of hu
man behaviour would have a total
ly different approach to this work. 
The anthropologists and sociolo
gists, both of whom it w i l l Interest, 
are likely to be put to some dis
advantage by the content and 
method of the study, unless they 
happen to be Indians, or have 
spent some years absorbing some 
of the fundamental matter of I n 
dian philosophy. In fact, this 
reviewer thinks it l ikely that most 
foreign experts in these fields w i l l 
react violently against Dr Karve's 
study. 

An apology is also due for the 
review of a book published in 1953, 
at so late a date as the end of 
1957. The excuse is that now is 
the time to consider and to apply 
the lessons which Dr Karve has to 
indicate in her study. Here we are 
in India, forging ahead wi th vast 
plans for a new society, and a new 
set of values, some of which are 
to be refurbished from what Is 
called "our ancient heritage". Yet, 
while this vast reconstructive 
work Is undertaken to reshape 
human behaviour, our actual 
knowledge of the existing social 
patterns and of the cultures of India 
as traced from their origins, has 
always appeared to be very scanty. 

This review Is writ ten from New 
Delhi. It hardly needs saying that 
the most superficial and scanty of 
all knowledge about what goes on 
in orthodox India Is In evidence 
here. Otherwise all this talk about 
"Indian culture" as if it were 
one homogeneity—and "our ancient 
heritage"- as if it were singular 
and regionally unvaried -could not 
be so common. Yet it Is here, In 
Delhi, that the knowledge of human 
diversity in India is most needed; 
since It is here that the greatest 
efforts have to be made to con
struct a framework for the future 
of India's unity out of her rich 
diversity. 

The finest of all unities can only 
grow from the richest of diversi
ties, if we assume that the Upani-

shads and the Gita offer some clue 
to human affairs, in the broadest 
sense. To enable this growth to 
take place wi th in a national 
framework, the architects of that 
structure w i l l first have to see a 
realistic pattern. Kinship, which 
means marriage systems, which 
means genetic and social orga
nisation, is literally the most vi ta l 
of a l l materials available for 
pattern-making in human affairs. 
Dr Karve's study for the first 
time presents a pattern, in which 
the total vastness of the whole of 
human India can be seen. Every
one concerned wi th the social 
future of India should therefore 
devoto some study to Dr Karve's 
pattern. 

She may be right in her delinea
tion; or she may be wrong. Since 
no one else in India has been able 
to sketch out the pattern of "what 
is" in all the social and culture-
groups of India, it seems to be 
the plain duty of, for example, 
legislators to read this book, even 
if it be superficially. 

There is no question about the 
author's scientific qualifications, 
nor of their rigorous application in 
this study. The knowledge assembled 
in her book consists thus for the 
most part of undeniable facts. But 
there are, as is natural in so vast a 
field, areas of speculation as well 
as facts. Some of these unfactual 
areas have been indicated by Dr 
Karve, particularly f rom page 
294 to the end of the volume, as 
requiring further investigation. One 
would suppose that the Planning 
Commission's Research Division 
would be concerned w i t h such 
necessary exploration of these 
areas where we do not have ade
quate knowledge. But some other 
areas where fact is scarce have 
been filled in by Dr Karve herself, 
using most unorthodox methods-
unorthodox, that is, from the West
ern social scientists' standpoint. 

It is this aspect of Dr Karve's 
study which most fascinates this 
reviewer, who is himself inclined to 
a different doxy from the present 
arithmetical love of the Western 
behavioural scientists. Dr Karve 
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uses her insight as well as her analy
tical powers to explore the origins 
of kinship principles through the 
classical texts of India. Unforgiv
ably, from the point of view of a 
scientist in statistical blinkers, she 
begins, on page 25, wi th a plunge 
into the Vedas, et hoc genus omne. 
Worse--and may Carl Pearson par
don her!—she uses the Mahabha-
rata as source-material, and dares 
to draw inferences regarding mar
riage custom, motive and ethical 
values from the case of the much-
married Draupadi (Page 32). 

This reviewer's fear is dual. On 
the one hand, he foresees a wa l l of 
outrage ascending from other Hindu 
Interpreters of this classical story, 
to say nothing of orthodox reaction 
to Dr Karve's feminine commentary 
on the Srutis themselves. On the 
other hand, the bounds of factual 
propriety wil l seem to many statis
tical scientists to have been grossly 
exceeded. In the case of the latter 
complaints, this reviewer would sug
gest that a certain envy of Dr 
Karve's ability to read the originals 
and have a feeling for the classical 
texts and traditions of India may 
enter the criticism. It is to be hoped 
that neither form of criticism of 
Dr Karve's work causes it to be 
"disregarded as a starting point for 
fresh social actlon now. 

So far as a layman can judge, the 
major thesis which Dr Karve's study 
successfully, if partially, demons
trates is about as follows: 

Kinship patterns, which ere of 
course determined by the selection 
of marriage partners, fal l , on exa
mination, into two main Hindu sys
tems, plus a th i rd series of systems 
which are mutually fairly similar, 
among tr ibal people. In fact, the 
tribals are evidence for the existence 
of the two distinctive patterns, since 
tribes can be seen to have adopted 
elements from one or the other of 
the main patterns. 

The two main patterns could be 
called Nor th and South Indian. They 
divide w i t h a remarkable coinci
dence along the lines of linguistic 
cleavage; the Southern marriage 
systems apply to people speaking 
the Dravidian languages: Tamil . 
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Malayalam, Tulu, Kannada and 
Telugu; while the contrasting sys
tems are followed by the speakers 
of the other non-tribal languages. 
Maharashtra acta as a sort of buffer 
State in kinship patterns, since 
Maharashtrians organize their irfnr-
riage systems according to some 
elements f rom the Northern and 
some from the Southern pattern. 
This reviewer w i l l not attempt to 
abstract here the careful definitions 
of both main patterns which emerge 
from Dr Karve's many careful pages 
of record and comment, The South
ern pattern U described on pages 
223 ff, and the Northern between 
pages 93 and 137. The Central 
pattern, which is mainly Mahara-
flhtrian, is amply described between 
pages 137 and 174. This Is perhaps 
the key to the whole of Dr Karve's 
study; and it may be an Important 
factor that she herself belongs to the 
Brahmins of the region. 

The reviewer would l ike to make 
an appeal to two classes of readers. 
Indiana who suppose that they know 
a l l about caste, gotra and marriage 
customs, culminating in family orga
nisation, should read this volume to 
see how much they do not know. 
Other Indians and foreigners in
terested in India, who admit their 
scanty information on these l i terally 
v i ta l subjects, should read this 
volume to see a dispassionate deve
lopment of the emotional ideas which 
are current about "our ancient heri
tage", "our sacred customs", and the 
like. In either group of possible 
readers there may of course be those 
who claim to have a hand in forging 
the new, progressive society of 
United India; these pundits should 
read Dr Karve's work for a l l the 
reasons previously given in this 
paragraph. 

Amendments to Estate Duty 
Rules, 1953 

IN exercise of powers conferred by 
the Estate Duty Act, 1953, the 

Central Board of Revenue have 
amended the Estate Duty Rules, 
1953, to include two new rules, 
namely, rules 39 and 40. The new 
rules prescribe the procedure to be 
followed when any question of valu
ation of property, which is the sub
ject of an appeal, is referred to the 
arbitration of two valuers under the 
Estate Duty Act. The Act itself 
provides that in the event of the 
two valuers failing to reach an 
agreed decision, the matter should 
be referred to a third valuer. 

According to the new rules, the 
appellant who wishes to make such 
a reference has to submit an appli
cation, in the prescribed form, 
nominating one of the two valuers 
to be appointed for the purpose, He 
has also to deposit in the Treasury 
the costs of arbitration within one 
memth from the date of such appli

cation. The rules require the valuers 
to give a hearing to the appellant 
as well as to the department before 
they decide the question of valua
t ion. The final decision of the 
valuers w i l l be communicated to the 
Central Board of Revetiue and to 
the appellant. 
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