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in these days of general enlighten
ment, based on the unassailable 
evidence of advanced historical 
research or even of plain common 
sense. But these sources of instruc
tion have evidently no value to 
the so-called Dravidlan crusaders 
who, start ing wi th a fallacy, have 
been proceeding from one error of 
judgment to another, and what is 
worse, from one ill-advised course 
of action to another. First, we 
had the burning of the epics and 
the like, castigated as instruments 
of Aryan influence, and also the 
breaking of idols, necessarily trac
ed to Aryan inspiration and crafts
manship. Then as an offshoot of 
the old, old agitation against 
Hindi, deprecated as a sign of 
advancing Aryan imperialism, we 
had a tar-and brush assault on 
railway signboards, commercial 
name-plates or any manifestation 
whatsoever of the Devangari cha
racters in public. Thereafter, the 
urge for Dravidian self-expression 
took a blatantly anti-Brahmin turn, 
directing itself against the use of 
the word "Brahmin' ' on hotel sign
boards, again through the artillery 
of tar and brush. In between, 
there have been minor antics too 
numerous to mention and too t r i 
fling to waste precious newspaper 
space on. The latest and perhaps 
the most objectionable aberration 
has been instigation of disrespect 
towards the memory of Gandhtji, 
possibly as the architect of Indian 
freedom which, in the Kazhagam 
view, has been the starting-point 
of Aryan resurgence, and disrespect 
also towards the National Flag and 
the Constitution. 

Nursery Measure 
THE extent of this new imperti

nence may be gauged by the 
fact that the Madras Government 
was impelled to bring in an almost 
unprecedented piece of legislation, 
called the "Prevention of Insults to 
the National Honour Act", which 
many legislators frankly disliked. 
The Home Minister, who sponsored 
the B i l l , was equally frank in his 
reply: "We have to resort to an 
eccentric piece of legislation when 
we are confronted wi th eccentric 
men indulging in eccentric agita-
tation." Few could have imagined 
that a day would come In free 
India when the honour due to the 
National Flag, the symbol of our 
freedom and dignity, and to the 
Constitution, the very framework 
of our independent existence, 
could be ensured, at least in parts 

of the land, only through a legisla
tive enactment holding out the 
threat of a deterrent punishment. 
But that is how things are in 
certain quarters in the country; and 

, however much one may dislike the 
enforcement of reverence' through 
an act of legislation, which has 

'perhaps a touch of nursery-class 
discipline about i t , there is no blink
ing the fact that a nursery-class 
situation cannot possibly do without 
nursery-class measures, particularly 
in a country where people are sti l l 
in various stages of political evolu
tion, subject also to sudden out
bursts of near-primeval emotion. 

But the best hope is, of course, 
in the growth of robust, responsible 
public opinion which can confident
ly take into account the fact that 
no 'nation can pssible manage to 
be without crazy fringe and which, 
can also react to the latter's ex
ploits wi th that an of mild amuse
ment that can be t ru ly chastening 
in its effect. No pose, no delusion 
and no myth can stand the blast 
of wise, healthy laughter; but 
where, Instead of such laughter, 
there is likely to be a sense of in 
ju ry or grievance' felt in reaction, 
the trend of expression or action 
causing the reaction cannot but 
thrive. That is perhaps why a 
number of ill-grounded or even r id i 
culous campaigns and movements, 
which should normally stultify 
themselves through their very 
ineptitude, retain their nuisance 
value for long- or even attain the 
proportions of a menace here. 
India is surely not humourless nor 
so lacking in those qualities of dis
crimination and scpticism which 
mark a sound, sensible, seasoned 
mind and which are also so neces
sary for the safe functioning of 
democracy and for orderly progress. 
But somehow the play of such 
humour and scepticism, confined 
often to private discussion, is yet 
to make a satisfactory impact on 
the flux of public affairs. That is 
a Pity. 

Success in Tramp Shipping 
ENCOURAGlNG news has come 

from the Chairman of the Great 
Eastern Shipping Company, Shri 
Bhiwandiwala, that the Government 
now realises that its rigid attitude 
to the time-chartering of Indian 
ships has prevented the country from 
earning additional foreign exchange. 
In his annual speech, Shri Khiwan-
dlwala points out that if the Gov
ernment had not imposed a ban on 
time-chartering, the company's ship, 

"Jag Laxmi", could have been time-
chartered out for one or two years 
at the very favourable rates 
prevailing in the first half of 
1957. This vessel alone would have 
earned for the company, as well as 
the country, net foreign exchange 
of the order of Rs 50 lakhs in one 
year, thereby enabling the company 
to recover the whole cost of the 
vessel in about two and half years 
time. 

On the vessels which the company 
was allowed by Government to tim«»-
charter out, the company is stated 
to have earned nearly 50 per cent 
more in freight earnings, after meet
ing the expenditure by way of 
charter-hire on the ships chartered 
for coastal trade, than what these 
vessels would have earned if they 
had been employed only on coastal 
shipping. The company hopes to be 
a to purchase two cheap second
hand vessels wi th the additional 
foreign exchange earned in the past 
one year and nine months as a con
sequence of the diversion of Us own 
vessels to tramp bulness. If we go 
by the experience of the Great 
Eastern, the country stands to be
nefit in terms of foreign exchange 
if tramp operators are allowed to 
time-charter out their better quality 
ships on favourable rates and, in
stead, charter older foreign ships for 
coastal trade, 

Allocation of Cargo 
WHILE pleading with the Govern

ment for the allocation of car
goes of tramp nature on a fair basis 
between the Government shipping 
corporations and public l imited corn 
panics. Shri Bhiwandiwala disclosed 
ah instance where the Government 
Corporation was allotted railway 
cargo from Japan, although the 
Corporation had to time-charter a 
foreign ship, while one of the ships 
owned by the Great Eastern was 
ready to load the cargo in Japan 
and an offer to that effect was 
actually made. 

This may not be taken as typical 
of Government bias against private 
operators but this instance does in
dicate how decisions continue to be 
taken, in Government departments 
which do not show sufficient aware
ness of the country's precarious 
foreign exchange position. In the 
words of the Chairman of the Great 
Eastern, "Even the unnecessary 
foreign exchange expenditure that 
was involved in needlessly charter
ing a foreign ship was ignored and 
our owned ship had to suffer on the 
return voyage". 
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