
Weekly Notes 
Kashmir and Power Politics 

EBATES on Kashmir in the Secu
r i ty Council since the beginning 

of this year deepen the suspicion 
that some major powers are interest
ed in exploiting this issue as "cold 
war" tactics. There is much to be 
said for a negotiated settlement of 
disputes. But it is time for the 
Security Council to realise that ex
pert draftsmanship or an open de
bate alone cannot solve issues in 
dispute unless there is a proper ap
preciation of the basic problems in
volved. The Anglo-American reso
lution on Kashmir is an attempt to 
take the problem back to where it 
was in 1949. Much has happened 
since then. Mr Gu'nnar Jarring, who 
investigated the problem only reL 

cently at the initiative of the Secu
r i ty Council, reached the conclusion 
that internal as well as international 
events had changed the nature of 
the problem. This is also New 
Delhi's view. Dr Graham, who is 
being directed in the present Anglo-
American resolution to t r y again 
to investigate the problem, shares 
this opinion. Indeed, in his final re
port, submitted some years ago, he 
questions the wisdom of the Secu
r i ty Council's attempts to dictate a 
solution of the Kashmir problem. 
He was prophetic in his assumption 
that a United Nations Representa
tive is ligo on "continuing 
to report differences to es to the Security 
Council." He was equally wis j in 
his warning to the Security Coun
cil against any outside solution of 
the dispute "by force of arms or the 
at tr i t ion of years, wi th their atten
dant, international bitterness and 
their running sores drawing off the 
higher interests and energies of two 
peoples," 

To emphasise these obvious l imi
tations of the Anglo-American 
resolution is not to deny, or mini
mise the consequences of, the con
tinuing deadlock on the Kashmir 
problem. Pakistan insists that a 
plebiscite must and can st i l l bo held. 
India maintains that Pakistan must 
first fulfil the pledge to withdraw 
from parts of Kashmir in illegal oc
cupation by the latter. Sponsors 
of the resolution on Kashmir seem 
only anxious to keep the Kashmir 
issue active so that it can be exploit
ed in the Security Council to suit 
their designs. If the Security Coun
cil's attempts have failed so far, it 

Is more than time for it as well as 
the two parties directly involved to 
accept Dr Graham's considered con
clusion of the problem. Five years 
ago, he expressed the hope in his 
final recommendation that "may the 
leadership of over 400,000,000 people, 
wi th the goodwill and assistance of 
the Lnited Nations, join in negotiat
ing and reporting an agreement on 
Kashmir and thereby light a torch 
along the difficult path of the 
people's pilgrimage towards peace." 
There is much to be said for reviv
ing this suggestion for direct nego
tiations. It was as a gesture to 
Dr Graham's earlier recommenda-
tion for direct negotiations that 
Pandit Nehru repeated his offer of 
a No-War Pact in order to foster a 
congenial climate for direct talks. 
Pakistan has yet to reciprocrate that 
gesture. There can be no solution 
to the Kashmir problem as long as 
Pakistan Insists on a plebiscite 
while s t i l l in Illegal occupation of 
parts of Kashmir and while Karachi 
continues to expand her mili tary 
strength through external aid. Ex
perience is strongly in favour of 
direct negotiations. But is Pakistan 
wi l l ing to hold direct talks? 

Uneasy Nepal 
T would be rash to blame politi

cians or the King or the adminis
trative system alone for Nepal's 
political instability. There are poli
tical parties in Nepal. But the party 
system of srovernment has yet to 
take its roots. There have been 
suspicions that the King may have 
occasionally shown inclinations to 
bypass, if not to violate, the prin
ciples and conventions of constitu
tional monarchy. But these sus
picions dack any firm evidence or 
confirmation. It is inevitable that, 
in a country like Nepal, the ad
ministrative structure wil l be weak 
as well as without initiative. But 
events have occasionally Indicated 
a hidden hostility between the poli
tical parties and the tradition-rid
den administrative system. Dr K 
I Singh's resignation is reported to 
be due partly to his differences 
wi th the King on certain basic ad
ministrative issues. There are some 
royal nominees and associates of the 
old Rana Regime in key positions 
in the administration. It is natural 
that Dr Singh or any other, party 
leader wi l l resent this class. But 
this is a problem which can be 
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settled easily once the relations be
tween the King and the political 
parties are firmly based on normal, 
democratic conventions. 

Dr Singh is out of office. But the 
King has not yet made any move 
to initiate the formation of a new 
Ministry. Could it be that the King 
is unwill ing to invite Dr Singh's poli
tical opponents to form a Ministry 
as the latter w i l l again t ry to res
t r ic t the King's powers? For too 
long, a general election has been 
postponed. There is a popular agi
tation, backed by Dr Singh's poli
tical rivals, for hastening the 
general elections. This is the main 
political trouble in Nepal. Only 
after a general election can it be 
known which political party has the 
maximum support of the people. 
Hike the administration, Nepal's 
political parties are not yet mature 
or cohesive. But democracy can 
only thrive through trials and errors. 
General elections are the only means 
by which these experiments can be 
made. No doubt, the Kin? has 
reasons for suspicion about the in
tegrity or stability of the country's 
politicians and political parties. 
But the underlying animosity be
tween the King and the political 
parties w i l l have to be eliminated 
If Nepal is to march on the demo
cratic path. Each must accommo
date the other so that democracy, 
under a constitutional monarchy, 
may be securely based. Both owe 
a responsibility to the people to co
operate wi th each other so that 
the country and the people can 
enjoy the benefits of a stable, pro
gressive, democracy. 

Britain's Delaying Tactics 
WO years ago Malta declared 
her willingness to Integrate w i t h 

the United Kingdom provided the 
islanders were assured of the ful l 
rights of citizenship and provided 
also that Br i ta in undertook to pro
vide the social services in Malta on 
the same level as in the present B r i 
tish Isles. The Bri t ish Parliament 
accepted the principle of Malta's 
integration wi th the United King
dom. At the round table conference 
held In London in December, 1955 
an integration plan was drawn up. 
This plan envisaged the sending of 
three representatives from Malta to 
the Parliament at Westminster; a 
new constitution for the island of 
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Malta; and also new long-term 
financial arrangements. The plan 
was debated in the House of Com
mons. 

Since then negotiations have gone 
on and on, and the latest series of 
talks ended in London only on 
November 8, Before the latest series 
of talks began, Mr Dom Mintoff, the 
Maltese Prime Minister had express
ed his deep sense of dissatisfaction 
wi th the pace of integration talks 
and hinted that Maltese patience 
might soon be exhausted and they 
might have to reconsider their two-
year old offer of integration. 

The Maltese insist that as part of 
the integration plan they must be 
guaranteed 'economic equivalence' 
wi th Bri ta in. The Bri t ish stand is 
that while they accept 'economic 
equivalence' as an ultimate aim, it 
could not agree to the proposal that 
equivalence should be guaranteed 
within a stated period. The refusal 
on the part of the Bri t is th Govern
ment to agree to a date-line for the 
attainment of economic integration 
naturally breeds suspicion in the 
Maltese mind, especially now when 

. i n terms of the latest global defence 
strategy jf the Western world Mal ta 
does not figure so prominency as 
she did two years ago, or even unti l 
much later when Malta was used as 
the base for the Suez operations In 
fact a suspicion is entertained in 
some quarters that Br i ta in today is 
not very keen on integration and is 
marking time for an opportunity 
when the idea of integration can be 
wholly abandoned. 

Industrial Production 
HE exporiencvarnishea e of the past few 

years indicates that the gene
ral index of industrial production in 
the country reaches a peak in the 
month of June and then there is a 
sharp fa l l in the general index. But 
this year the general index has not 
fallen as abruptly as it used to 
in the past few years. This fa l l 
in production in the months of July 
and August was mainly due to the 
seasonal pattern of production of 
some of the industries. Last year 
the general index fell sharply from 
100.3 (1951 = 100) in June to 153.1 
in July. This decline was accounted 
for to a large extent by a fa l l in 
sugar output which declined by 
nearly 1075 points in one month. 
Vegetable oil products and soap 
were some of the other industries in 
whose case production declined con
siderably in July 1956. 

This year we observe that the 
peak reached in June was not so 
high as that reached last year. And 
therefore the drop in the general 
index in July, 1957 was not at all 
abrupt. The index fell from 168.4 
in June to 161.5 in July. Sugar pro
duction while in June, 1956 record
ed an index 'number of 1664.4 could 
register an index of only 1090.2 in 
June, 1957. And while the decline 
between June and July 1956, was 
of 1075 points, that between June 
and July, 1957 was of 290 points 
only. This only means that the 
sugar-production period this year 
got extended. In the case of vege
table oil products (vanaspati) al
though as in 1955 there was a fal l 
in production in July 1957 compared 
to June, 1957 the actual level of 
production in both June and July 
1957 was higher than last year dur
ing these months. 

The other important industries 
whose production in July, 1957 de
clined compared to June, 1957 are: 
coal (3.7 points), iron ore (20.2 
points), salt (26,4 points) paints 
and varnishea (I8 points) and cera
mics (15.5 points). At the same 
time, improvement in production 
indices was registered in industries 
such as cotton textiles (7.2 points), 
jute textiles (4.2 points) rubber pro
ducts (11.7 points), chemicals and 
chemical products (12.5 points) and 
iron and steel (3.2 points). 

A Century of Progress 
HE future of private enterprise 

in India can be considered 
bright so long as it can count wi th 
in its ranks dynamic and forward-
looking individuals and business 
houses. There is no doubt that the 
House of Ki l l ick which is celebrating 
its centenary this week belongs to 
this class. The existence of the 
House dates back to hundred yenrs 
ago when it started as a purely Br i 
tish enterprise. Now. the majority 
of shares in the concerns owned by 
the House of Ki l l ick is held by 
Indians, but the British participation 
does remain to some extent—and to 
good purpose. 

The interests of the House of 
Ki l l i ck extend over a fa i r ly lareo 
number of diverse industries like 
cotton and silk textiles, electricity 
generation and supply, manganess 
ore, coal, cement, and light engi
neering. This is apart from the 
fields such as shipping, Import and 
service of machinery and consumer 
articles, lubricants etc to which sub-
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sidiaries of the House of Ki l l ick are 
operating. , 

The wide field which the House 
covers today was not attained in a 
day, It is the result of a continu
ing attempt to advance in whatever 
field there was found scope. The 
two spheres to which the House or 
Ki l l i ck seems to have devoted par
ticular attention are electricity gene
ration and light engineering. At its 
industrial estate at Chandivli, near 
Bombay, which bids fair to become 
an important industrial nucleus, the 
Company is already manufacturing 
steel flies, while manufacture of vari
ed products such as nuts and bo:ts, 
dogspikes and coach screws is be
ing planned. The record of the 
House of Kil l ick so far clearly indi
cates that i t will continue to play 
an important role In the industrial 
expansion of the country. 
Leave It to Eve 

N the course of the debate on the 
Navy B i l l in Parliament last 

week, there was a lively discussion 
on the question of whether women 
should be admitted to the armed 
services and particularly the Navy. 
A spokesman of the Communist 
Party, which had suggested that 
there should be no bar whatever to 
members of the fair sex joining any 
branch of the active service, said 
that the presence of Eve was likely 
to foster greater efficiency and dis
cipline without causing 'any distur
bance'. To this, Shri Jaipal riingh, 
of the Jharkhand Party, retorted, 
'The men of our Navy wil l certainly 
welcome the fair sex. But it won't 
add to the efficiency of the Indian 
Navy, certainly not on the high 
seas." 

Anyway, the fact remains that 
though women have successfully 
stormed and seized bastion after 
bastion of male privilege in recent 
years, they have not yet cast their 
eyes on the soldier's or navy mans 
uniform except perhaps in a purely 
matrimonial sense. Being the shrew
der of the two sexes, they ought to 
know better than mere men why 
they should have stopped short of 
the armed forces in their inexorable 
march to complete equality. A l l one 
can venture to say at present is that 
it is perhaps good that they have 
done so—good both for themselves 
and men, and, more than al l , for 
the preservation of the human race, 
which, even without women getting 
Into the uniform and brandishing 
anything more lethal than an occa
sional hairbrush or rolling-pin, is in 
enough danger. 

T 

T 

I 


