
that, apart f rom continual local 
recruitment, there is a ceaseless in 
flux of beggars f rom other States, 
which Bombay's Finance Minister, 
Dr J ivra j Mehta speaking at the 
conference, r ight ly bemoaned, But 
whether they come f rom neighbour
ing States or emerge locally, the 
distinction in their origin makes 
l i t t le difference to the problem that 
faces this State unless that l i t t le 
detail could be of use in persuading 
other States to bear a fair share of 
the expenses involved in rehabil itat
ing beggars hail ing f rom their ter
ritories. For the rest, it would 
seem as though Bombay has to 
pay the price for being a progressive 
terr i tory and the first refuge of the 
helpless, which, if a point of pride 
to the State, is also a source of 
considerable trouble and anxiety. 

Research In Industry 
RESEARCH has become an indis-

pensable part of modern indus
t r y , whether the quest for new 
knowledge be aimed at improving 
the quality and cheapening the price 
of products so as to render them 
more acceptable to consumers or, 
alternatively, at studying the re
actions and needs of the latter so 
as to give them what they seek. 
But what form and direction such 
research takes, how it is organised 
and what benefit it confers u l t i 
mately on the industry concerned 
and the world of consumers as a 
whole are questions which the lay 
man, though himself possibly bene
fitting f rom the research as a con
sumer, knows l i t t le about. Yet, 
an insight into this sphere would 
be fascinating to him even as a 
matter of curiosity; and if he hap
pens to be actually partaking of the 
advantage accruing f rom such re
search, his interest would natu
ral ly be far greater. 

'Research in Unilever', the sub
ject of a speech delivered by Lord 
Hey worth, Chairman of Unilever 
Limited, at the annual general meet
ing in London, and now printed in 
book form, has that double appeal, 
interesting in itself and interesting 
also because of the fact that Uni
lever products touch daily l i fe at 
many points. The speech gives a 
clear idea of the why and how of 
research in the industries associat
ed w i th the Company, where it is 
conducted in what way it helps the 
enterprise, conferring benefits at 
the same time on the consuming 
public and also how 'constant con
tact w i th our research colleagues 

stimulates us in the quest for new 
ideas, keeps us l ively and helps to 
save us f rom the deadly sin of 
complacency. It is a simple can
did narrat ive; yet i ts total effect is 
not only to give a fa i r l y compre
hensive picture of research in 
Unilever, but also to impart to the 
reader a l i t t le of the zest for new 
knowledge and constant experimen
tat ion which obviously moves the 
enterprise. 

World Bank Team on Ports 
THE arr iva l of a Wor ld Bank 

Team to study India's port deve
lopment plans this week gives a 
special touch of topicality to the 
plea for a comprehensive study of 
port problems on the West Coast 
made in these columns last week. 
The Team, which is led by Mr Pos-
thumo, Chief Engineer of the Port 
of Rotterdam Authori ty, is expected 
to study the development program
me for the ports of Bombay, Cal
cutta, Madras and Visakhapatnam 
for which the assistance of the 
World Bank has been requested. 

This programme, including a dry 
dock project at Visakhapatnam, is 

estimated to cost Rs 80 crores, of 
which about hal f w i l l be in terms 
of foreign exchange. It is to cover 
this external cost that India has 
asked for a loan and the Bank has 
given a generally favourable res
ponse. Mr Eugene Black, the Presi
dent of the Wor ld Bank, had pointed 
out in his letter to Shri T T Krishna-
machari last November, that the 
Bank is part icularly anxious to 
assist India in the development of 
her transport facilities, including 
ports. 

The World Bank Team w i l l no 
doubt study the technical and eco
nomic aspects of the particular pro
jects which have been submitted to 
the Wor ld Bank for approval, hut 
it w i l l hardly be in a position to exa
mine in what directions future deve
lopment of ports should proceed. The 
need, stressed last week, for an over
al l survey of the entire problem 
therefore, remains urgent. Incident
ally, a slight error crept in the note 
on Kandla. At one point, Port Okha 
was mentioned when the reference 
was obviously to Port Kandla, which 
was the port referred to throughout 
the note. 
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