
they find that the longing to spend 
the taxpayer's money (only they 
don't know It is that ) becomes an 
i tch round about January or Febru
ary each year. Villagers have dis
cerned this annual i tch, which afflicts 
officials responsible for development, 
and they have learnt to mi lk the 
Government cow at those times. The 
surest way of gett ing that old beast 
to give quantities of mi lk is to put 
in a community show. So my v i l 
lage friends tell me w i t h giggles 
that they "arrange" this. 

There are a number of villages-
by-courtesy in the environs of Delhi 
—some are up to 25 miles away— 
which have got this technique of 
mi lk ing Government to perfection. 
It is no longer pairvi . No individual 
official Is being importuned; the 
Government machine is properly 
handled by my ingenious village 
friends. Some of the more advanced 
practitioners of the new vil lage-craft 
are fortunate enough to be in show-
places for the visit ing dignitories 
of the United and other Nations who 
are shot out f rom Delhi to see "our 
constructive rural programme". The 
lucky villages fa i r ly coin money— 
and on a broad enough scale for it 
to be justif iably termed Community 
. . . well not perhaps development, 
but certainly aggrandisement or en-
richment. 

—AGNI 

More Power for Bombay Suburbs 

W'HATEVER may have been the 
justification for the Reserve 

Bank's not raising the Bank Rate 
in February this year even though 
it raised the rate of interest on 
loans against Government securi
ties to 4 per cent, this has prevent
ed the electricity supply undertak
ings in the country f rom tak ing ad
vantage of the higher rate in the cal
culation of the Standard Rate of 
return allowed to them. It is true 
that the official Bank Rate was 
raised subsequently to 4 per cent, 
but this was only ni ter 1st Apr i l 
1957, the Bank Rate on which date 
is the relevant one for this pur
pose. The l inking of the Standard 
Rate wi th the Bank Rate has been 
introduced only this year, through 
the amendment of The Electricity 
Supply Act that has come Into 
force f rom 1st Apr i l and i t must 
be natural ly gal l ing to the industry 
that, due to a mere technicality, 
they have not been able to take 
fu l l advantage of it In the very 
first year. 

The electricity supply Industry 
does, nevertheless, gain f r om the 
amendment by ½ per cent even 
during the current year, since it 
provides for a 2 per cent differenti
al over the Bank Rate instead of 
the fixed rate of 5 per cent as the 
Standard Rate. While pointing out 
the effects of the Reserve Bank's 
policy on the industry, therefore, 
and referr ing to the hope of the 
industry that the differential Itself 
would have been slightly higher, 
Mr P D C R Clark welcomed the 
new amendment in his address to 
the Annual General Mooting of the 
Bombay Suburban Electric Supply 
Limited last week, 

The electric supply industry has 
been feeling for some time that it 
hast been subjected to step-mother
ly treatment f rom the authorities. 
Mr Clark's speech struck a new 
note. While referring to some of 
the difficulties, legislative and other
wise, that continue to face the in
dustry, Mr Clark expressed his 
gratif ication that the electric supply 
industry's case had received recog
nition from the Government on 
many points. 

A feature of the speech was the 
reference to the withdrawal of the 
surcharge of 12½ per cent on 
energy used for lights, fans and 
domestic purposes and the reduction 
of ¾ anna per unit on energy used 
for l ights which had been effected 
by the Company in August last 
year. That these changes were 
effected in the context of contin -
ually increasing operating costs is 
a tr ibute to the efficiency with 
which the Company's operations 
are conducted. 

The changes are probably also a 
reflection of the fact that the ex
pansion programme of the Com-
pany is nearing completion and it 
Is thus in a position to make avai l
able an increasing volume of power 
for which the demand must be 
developed. It has also to be noted 
that because of the development 
of the Bombay Suburban area, the 
population of the area having 
multipl ied tenfold in recent years, 
the Company has been able to 
obtain the advantages of increas
ing uti l isation of its equipment, 
which is always a significant fact
or in the determination of costs In 
this industry. As the Company's 
operations cover a wide area, wi th 
a number of separate suburbs dis
persed over i t , they are part icularly 
l ikely to gain f rom an expansion 

of population. As this trend con
tinues, the Company is likely to 
obtain further economies which 
wil l probably be beneficial to the 
Company as well as its customers. 

Rehabilitating Beggars 
THE problem of beggary received 

considerable attention at a con
ference in Bombay last week, in 
which several organisations part i
cipated. While any radical solu
tion of this complex problem must 
necessarily await a major trans
formation of our economy, wi th an 
adequate expansion of employment 
opportunities and a marked growth 
of welfare services, particularly in 
respect of the disabled and aged, 
it is possible, even as things are, 
to take more vigorous mitigatory 
measures than have been attempt
ed so far. The negative step of 
shooing beggars off the streets or 
public places is ineffective inasmuch 
as they either return soon after in 
ingenious ways or transfer them
selves to safer spots perhaps to 
cause greater nuisance to the pub
lic. Thus the question cannot be 
just brushed aside or driven out 
of sight: it has to be faced squarely 
and tackled in a positive way. And 
there is no single solution to It. 
That there is better appreciation of 
these aspects now, as evidenced by 
the discussions at the conference 
on beggary, is an encouraging Indi
cation. 

Even though one might hesitate 
to go into all the ramifications of 
the issue, one cannot ignore the 
two broad divisions in which it 
presents itself with the aged, sick
ly or the disabled who have no 
hope but in beggary on one side 
and the able-bodied and young on 
the other who through want of 
employment, lack of t raining for a 
trade, sheer laziness, machination 
of exploiting elders or surrender to 
false values of l ife, have taken to 
beggary as a fa i r ly easy means of 
livelihood. While the former group 
has to be protected and given shel
ter, the latter must be handled f irm-
ly and helped only to help itself by 
providing facilities for training 
and, if possible, also init ial assist
ance for start ing a trade or secur
ing employment. 

It is not that institutions for these 
purposes have not already been 
started; but then seeing no great 
depletion in the ranks of beggars, 
one wonders whether the existing 
homes and work places are enough 
to handle the problem. It is true 
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that, apart f rom continual local 
recruitment, there is a ceaseless in 
flux of beggars f rom other States, 
which Bombay's Finance Minister, 
Dr J ivra j Mehta speaking at the 
conference, r ight ly bemoaned, But 
whether they come f rom neighbour
ing States or emerge locally, the 
distinction in their origin makes 
l i t t le difference to the problem that 
faces this State unless that l i t t le 
detail could be of use in persuading 
other States to bear a fair share of 
the expenses involved in rehabil itat
ing beggars hail ing f rom their ter
ritories. For the rest, it would 
seem as though Bombay has to 
pay the price for being a progressive 
terr i tory and the first refuge of the 
helpless, which, if a point of pride 
to the State, is also a source of 
considerable trouble and anxiety. 

Research In Industry 
RESEARCH has become an indis-

pensable part of modern indus
t r y , whether the quest for new 
knowledge be aimed at improving 
the quality and cheapening the price 
of products so as to render them 
more acceptable to consumers or, 
alternatively, at studying the re
actions and needs of the latter so 
as to give them what they seek. 
But what form and direction such 
research takes, how it is organised 
and what benefit it confers u l t i 
mately on the industry concerned 
and the world of consumers as a 
whole are questions which the lay 
man, though himself possibly bene
fitting f rom the research as a con
sumer, knows l i t t le about. Yet, 
an insight into this sphere would 
be fascinating to him even as a 
matter of curiosity; and if he hap
pens to be actually partaking of the 
advantage accruing f rom such re
search, his interest would natu
ral ly be far greater. 

'Research in Unilever', the sub
ject of a speech delivered by Lord 
Hey worth, Chairman of Unilever 
Limited, at the annual general meet
ing in London, and now printed in 
book form, has that double appeal, 
interesting in itself and interesting 
also because of the fact that Uni
lever products touch daily l i fe at 
many points. The speech gives a 
clear idea of the why and how of 
research in the industries associat
ed w i th the Company, where it is 
conducted in what way it helps the 
enterprise, conferring benefits at 
the same time on the consuming 
public and also how 'constant con
tact w i th our research colleagues 

stimulates us in the quest for new 
ideas, keeps us l ively and helps to 
save us f rom the deadly sin of 
complacency. It is a simple can
did narrat ive; yet i ts total effect is 
not only to give a fa i r l y compre
hensive picture of research in 
Unilever, but also to impart to the 
reader a l i t t le of the zest for new 
knowledge and constant experimen
tat ion which obviously moves the 
enterprise. 

World Bank Team on Ports 
THE arr iva l of a Wor ld Bank 

Team to study India's port deve
lopment plans this week gives a 
special touch of topicality to the 
plea for a comprehensive study of 
port problems on the West Coast 
made in these columns last week. 
The Team, which is led by Mr Pos-
thumo, Chief Engineer of the Port 
of Rotterdam Authori ty, is expected 
to study the development program
me for the ports of Bombay, Cal
cutta, Madras and Visakhapatnam 
for which the assistance of the 
World Bank has been requested. 

This programme, including a dry 
dock project at Visakhapatnam, is 

estimated to cost Rs 80 crores, of 
which about hal f w i l l be in terms 
of foreign exchange. It is to cover 
this external cost that India has 
asked for a loan and the Bank has 
given a generally favourable res
ponse. Mr Eugene Black, the Presi
dent of the Wor ld Bank, had pointed 
out in his letter to Shri T T Krishna-
machari last November, that the 
Bank is part icularly anxious to 
assist India in the development of 
her transport facilities, including 
ports. 

The World Bank Team w i l l no 
doubt study the technical and eco
nomic aspects of the particular pro
jects which have been submitted to 
the Wor ld Bank for approval, hut 
it w i l l hardly be in a position to exa
mine in what directions future deve
lopment of ports should proceed. The 
need, stressed last week, for an over
al l survey of the entire problem 
therefore, remains urgent. Incident
ally, a slight error crept in the note 
on Kandla. At one point, Port Okha 
was mentioned when the reference 
was obviously to Port Kandla, which 
was the port referred to throughout 
the note. 
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