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From U N Headquarters 

Canada in Search of a Soul 
FOUR days by the side of a lovely 

Canadian lake does not qualify 
one to write about Canada. And 
this correspondent is painfully con
scious that he has done l i t t le reading 
on Canada, knows few Canadians, 
has met even fewer in their native 
habitat and that he is not aware of 
their specific problems except what 
he has heard from those he has had 
the privilege to talk wi th . Yet it 
seems important to this correspon
dent who recently attended a confer
ence convened by the Canadian In 
stitute on Public Affairs jointly w i t h 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora
tion that his impressions of Canada 
and Canadians are recorded, how
soever sketchily, for Canada is 
rapidly becoming an important pow
er and is certainly one of the most 
respected at the United Nations. It 
is important especially that India 
knows more about this huge mass of 
sparsely populated land which today 
plays host to hundreds of Indian 
students in its colleges and univer
sities. 

A word about the aforementioned 
conference may not be out of place 
here for there is hardly anything 
like i t in India, A l l India R a d i o l 
high-mindedness notwithstanding. To 
an Indian accustomed to the tub-
thumping of wordy Congressmen at 
futile sessions of the A I C C the 
Couchlching Conference was 'some
thing like a breath of fresh air. Here 
at this conference of intellectuals 
held by the lovely waters of Lake 
Couchiching, the outpourings of the 
politician would have been as out of 
place as 'Gayatri ' in Jumma Masjid. 
Couchiching was high-minded and 
high-brow. And, so they say, in an 
especial sense, Couchlching was 
Canada, and very pleasantly so, 

Canada is a paradox in more 
ways than one. It is part-English, 
part-French, though predominantly 
English and yet not so. For the 
Canadian wants to be Canadian, 
but seems irretrievably lost in the 
wilderness of his own emotions. On 
the one hand, he is neighbour to 
the United States and unlike the 
Australian, his closest modem ana
logue, who is insulated by eight 
thousand miles of ocean, is influ
enced by the tides of powerful eco
nomic, social and cultural growth 
of a friendly but Insensitive neigh
bour. On the other hand, his heart 

is in the Bri t ish Isles and he listens 
attentively to his cousin from across 
the seas, wanting to share wi th him 
his feelings and yet, shying away 
from too much attachment to him. 
The word "Canada" it is said, is 
derived from the Spanish "Canada"' 
meaning—a passage. That is what 
Canada today looks like —a passage, 
and Canadians are naturally more 
concerned about it than anybody 
else. 

It is no more easy for a visiting 
Indian to define the Canadian cha
racter or analyse the inner mean
ing of Canadianism than it is for 
him to define, say, the West Indian 
Character. A spokesman at the 
Couchiching Conference had this to 
say: " W e have followed a libera] 
policy in opening our doors to peo
ple, goods, and ideas and have 
drawn great benefits from other 
nations - f r o m the countries of the 
Brit ish Isles, from France, and 
other European countries, from the 
United States. But we have been 
determined to take these benefits 
only on our own terms and to weave 
them into a national pattern of our 
own making." 

But what is the Canadian cha
racter? A famous writer, greatly 
respected in Canada and one often 
quoted, once said this of .his fellow-
countrymen: "Our most obvious 
characteristic is our national humi
l i ty" . There seems to be something 
substantial about this bland state
ment. It is sweeping in its asser
tion, but no one who has lived in 
Canada w i l l deny i t . Is i t true 
humility? Is it another word for 
mass ' Infer ior i ty complex"? This 
too, is said of the Canadian, wi th 
what justification this correspond
ent is f rankly unable" to say. But 
the Canadian is aware of this and 
is wise to its dangers. He is frank
ly scared of what inverted inferi
ority complexes might do to an 
Individual and a nation. 

What seems to worry the Cana
dian is the fear that the United 
States w i t h its stupendous techno
logical advancement might swallow 
h im up. This was stated in so 
many words at the Couchiching con
ference by Mr R M Fowler, who is 
President of the Canadian Pulp and 
Paper Association and Chairman 
of the Royal Commission on Broad
casting. Mr Fowler enjoys the 

same kind of prestige that Shri 
Vi t t a l Chandavarkar, in the heydey 
of his glory enjoyed in Bombay 
and the chairmanship of the Pulp 
and Paper Association carries wi th 
it the prestige that the Chairman 
of the Mlllowners' Association in 
India would. "The danger was and 
st i l l is", Mr Fowler said, "that the 
United States could take us over 
without knowing they were doing 
i t " . 

This is the kind of 'danger' that 
Canadians frankly are bothered 
about, and they bend backwards in 
order to cultivate Bri tain "cultural
ly" . It is the fear of a proud and 
ancient people of being submerged 
by a crass material civilisation. 
The Canadian is by no means poorly 
endowed in material r icher The 
Canadian dollar is mightier than 
the almighty U S dollar. A U S dollar 
fetches only 95 Canadian cents — 
a fact that exchange conscious 
Indians note as they pay for Cana
dian -services in American money. 
But the Canadian does not seem to 
enjoy the trappings of riches. He 
is almost embarrassed wi th what 
he has. Is this the vestigial cha
racteristic of the Scots who were 
one of the first to come to this hard 
land to make it yield its riches? 
Toronto is wealthy, but refuses 
heroically to show it off. One has 
only to motor through Chicago or 
Detroit to realise this. An average 
American city Haunts its wealth. It 
tried to show off. Not so Toronto, Not 
so Ottawa. Is this just the Canadian's 
reaction to the United States? So 
ciologivsts constantly seek to portray 
the Canadian as "reacting" to some
thing, instead of portraying him as 
being true to his inner reflexes. To 
this correspondent, it would seem 
that the Canadian, in this sense, is 
more sinned against than sinning. 

Nevertheless it may he true to 
say that Canada is in search of its 
soul—but really not anxlous to 
find i t . A national joke in Canada 
is the flag controversy. Canada 
has no flag of its own not a real 
flag, anyway and the Union Jack 
flies proudly over state buildings. 
But Canadians say that they do 
want a different flag and judging 
from the manner in which they 
are going about i t , it is unlikely 
they w i l l have one for another 
decade, if ever. The fact in itself 
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is a reflection of Canadian sense 
of values. Oh yea, they seem to 
say, an independent dominion must 
have a flag of course, but then 
what is wrong with the Union Jack, 
pray? To which, at least to moat 
Canadians' minds, there is no valid 
answer. 

As wi th the problem of a flag, 
so with matters concerning litera
ture and the arts. Speaking at 
the Couchiching Conference, a 
well-known educationist, Or Mar
shall McLuhan made the somewhat 
disconcertingly frank admission 
that "Kar l Stanley ('Janliner or 
Agatha Christie probably provides 
a stronger bond for Canadians 
than our own poets or novelists". 
And he added: "Almost our entire 
attention is centered on non-Cana
dian subjects and reading matter, 
so much so that it is surely easy 
to locate true Canadianism pre
cisely ..in this untaught and spon
taneous habit of appraisal of other 
cultures and other scenes than our 
own". 

Does this strike a bell to most 
Indians as they read this? Or take 
this again: " I t is not easy for an 
American or an Englishman or 
any other national to give the 
same insouciant sympathy to others 
as to his own. But for Canadians 
no effort and no training is needed 
to be truly international. In an 
age such as our own, this unbought 
grace Is invaluable and something 
to be cultivated. True Canadian 
nationalism will never be found in 
the search for an elusive national 
psyche". And crowning glory of 
it a l l : "We wil l achieve a true 
national and literary identity not 
by cultivation of a national ego 
such as we can recognise in other 
countries, but by simply becoming 
very much aware of those tenden-
cies and situations which have so 
long postponed the development of 
this dubious egotism.. . .our gene
rous devotion, meanwhile, to the 
values and interests of other cul
tures is our best assurance of a 
rich supply of nutriment which wi l l 
foster whatever is good and sound 
in our national life". 

Can this be. called an example of  
national humility? Or is this an 
example of mass inferiority com
plex? Here Is a distinguished 
scholar consciously asking that his 
country deliberately go out to seek 
all that is good and beautiful and 
lovely in the Garden of Man, In 
this wide, wide world. This attitude 
is both touching and disturbing. 

Granting that the Canadian is both 
discerning and sensitive, granting 
also that he w i l l no more attach 
himself to Anglo-Saxon culture be
cause of his emotional roots than 
he wi l l to the so-called American 
culture because of its material con
tent, it is still a matter of vi ta l 
importance that a nation so power
ful as Canada should turn itself 
into a cultural vacuum for the 
most deceptive force to capture her 
soul. 

Thoughtful Canadians are not 
unmindful of this. Canada today 
wants an increased population. It? 
cities look deserted. To one who 
has lived for the major part of his 
lifetime In teeming Bombay, Ade
laide Street or Queen's Avenue or 
University Avenue in Toronto look 
sadly depleted of people. Even at 
mid-noon or after offices are closed, 
the main streets look like Dadabhai 
Naoroji Road on a Sunday after
noon. But Canadians, while want
ing immigrants, are in no hurry to 
accept them indiscriminately. 
Though most Canadians recognise 
that it is in their national interest 
to obtain additional population 
they feel that if they are to pre
serve their national character, 
institutions and way of life, the 
absorption of immigrants cannot 
be unduly hurried. 

The Canadian, it would seem, is 
l iving in a world of fear. Not fear 
as we know it whatever else may 
happen to - Ind ia , Indians are sure 
that they are in no danger of losing 
their psyche, and three thousand 
years of history is there to prove 
it but fear of being submerged 
by a wave of American materialism 
and despite his material riches, 
despite his obvious prosperity, the 
Canadian shuns the American way 
of life as he shuns poison ivy. The 
American has made vital Inroads 
into Canadian economy—a matter 
of concern to Canadians, Mr W F 
Holding, an economist, speaking at 
Couchiching put this in more tell
ing words. "The investment pattern" 
he said, "resembles exploitation 
rather than development. The 
shape of Canadian economic growth 
could become so deformed by this 
one-sided development of our na
tional potentials, that we as a na
tion would be irretrievably com
mitted to the role of hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for 
more progressive nations". And he 
added: " I f we continue to peddle 
our extractive wealth to those who 
make fuller economic use of it than 

we, eventually we run out of our 
assets. Conversely, to the extent 
that we can put this natural wealth 
to greater use wi th in our own 
country, we grow in strength not 
only in terms of our own develop
ment but In terms of our potential 
contribution to the world in which 
we w i l l live tomorrow". 

This te one reason why Canada 
appreciates the Indian point of 
view on many economic issues. The 
speaker here was telling the world 
that much as he would like to see 
Canada developed, he would never
theless not like to see foreign— 
and by this he means American— 
exploitation of Canada. Mr Holding. 
might have been echoing Shri T T 
Krtishnamachari, Inasmuch as 
India fears economic domination, 
the Canadian fears both economic 
and cultural domination by the 
United States. Hence his often 
valid adulation of Bri tain, hence 
his sympathetic understanding of 
India. 

This is a bond that Indians must 
t ry to strengthen. India can offer 
nothing to Canada, except, per
haps the example of a nation 
struggling to maintain Us Integrity 
intact. Canada Is watching India. 
Canada sincerely wants to help 
India; perhaps she is seeking fti 
India's growing strength, an un
conscious toughening of her own 
national muscle. This is a far
fetched thought, but not entirely 
unlikely. Canada w i th her clean 
past, her cleaner present and wi th 
prospects of a glowing future wants 
the friendship of distant lands. It 
wants India's friendship; it holds 
Nehru in high regard; it is puzzled 
and pained by India, not knowing 
her well enough, even as India 
knows so l i t t le of Canada. Canada 
is the coming land of promise. The 
most fortunate country in the 
world today, It is looking forward 
already to a two thirds increase In 
its standard of l iving by 1980 and 
a working week of 34 hours! But 
a l l this does not necessarily enthuse 
Canadians, who are more concerned 
than their American neighbours 
wi th other values In life, which they 
seek In India and elsewhere. When 
they see ' India falter, there is 
genuine concern in Canada. That 
Is one reason, it seems to this 
correspondent, why there should 
be a greater identity of understand
ing between India and Canada. 
Canada is no more the far and 
distant land. Canada is our next 
door neighbour. 
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