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Commissioner has requested the co
operation of consumers and associa
tions for its success. 

There w i l l be no lack of response 
to the Coal Commissioner's request. 
H o w far the information supplied 
w i l l be or can be put to any use is, 
however, a different question alto
gether. For one thing, it is no , 
secret that most consumers inflate 
their demand for coal or coke in 
order to ensure that at least their 
m i n i m u m r e q u i r e m e n t s are 
Inet by the Government. There is 
no reason why this w i l l not be done 
when giving advance estimates of 
future demands. Another and per
haps more serious l imitat ion of the 
figures that the Coal Commissioner 
ifs likely to receive relates to the 
demand arising out of fresh under
takings or for expansion or conver
sion to coal of existing undertakings. 
Incidentally, conversion, if any, is 
more likely to be the other way, viz, 
from coal to electricity and not to 
coal. In all these cases plans for 
expansion, etc. can often be vague, 
ranging between the ones certain to 
materialise and, at the other ex
treme, those which are merely in 
contemplation, but may f i g u r e 
nevertheless in the estimates of 
future requirements as f irm demand. 

The Expert Committee on the 
Durgapur Coke Oven Project of the 
West Bengal Government, the ap
pointment of which was also an
nounced last week-end, is also ex
pected to make an assessment of the 
future demand for coke, taking into 
account the likely expansion of i n 
dustries using coke during the cur
rency of the present and the second 
five-year plans. The committee w i l l 
perhaps do this work in a more busi
nesslike manner and circulate an 
appropriate questionnaire to the 
consumers rather than depend on 
their good w i l l . 

Voluntary Action 

A C C O R D I N G to L o r d 
Beveridge, vigour and abund

ance of voluntary action outside the 
citizen's home, both individual ly and 
in association w i t h others, for bet
tering his own and his fellows' lives, 
are the distinguishing marks of a 
truly free society. So far as the 
Ind ian society is concerned, volun
tary action of this k ind by those 
who prosper and are well-off com
pared w i th the rest, to alleviate the 
misery of their less fortunate fellow-
m e n , h a s been a characteristic fea
ture all along. The number of 
charitable endowments and trusts 

wh ich are in operation throughout 
the country for purely philanthropic 
purposes bear testimony to this fact. 

Exact information regarding the 
nature of these endowments, the 
magnitude of their resources, the 
objects and purposes which they seek 
to promote and the manner" in 
which they are .administered, is not 
however available. The passing of 
the Bombay Public Trusts Act in 
1950, which made it incumbent on 
al l philanthropic endowments and 
trusts w i th in the State to get them
selves registered under the Act , how
ever, provided an important means 
of securing this information at least 
in respect of one of the important 
States in India . The. Charity Com
missioner, who is the principal 
authority under the Act, has utilis
ed the information made available 
to h im by the different trusts and 
endowments while applying for re
gistration, and recently published a 
Directory of Public Trusts in 
Greater Bombay and the Bombay 
Suburban District. This Directory 
gives useful information separately 
tor' each of the 5,000 endowments 
and trusts registered under the Bom
bay Public Trusts Act 1950, t i l l the 
end of December 1953, regarding 
its objects, assets, income and ex
penditure and also mentions the in 
stitutions run by i t . The overall 
picture which emerges is interesting. 

The total assets of the 5,000 trusts 
registered under the Act t i l l the end 
of December 1953, amounted to 
Rs or crores. Of this, Rs 36 crores 
were in the form of lands and bui ld
ings, Rs 30 crores in public secu
rities and Rs 25 crores in other i n 
vestments. The annual income of 
these trusts amounted to Rs 7.7 
crores, a large proport ion of which, 
viz, Rs 3.11 crores, was spent on 
charitable purposes. The expendi
ture on purely religious objects was 
comparatively small amounting as 
it did only to Rs 35 lakhs. It is 
not, however, clear as to how the, 
rest of the income was utilized. The 
benefits of the majority of the trusts 
are confined to specific communities 
and sects. The number of trusts of 
a cosmopolitan character was 912 
wi th assets of Rs 22 crores and an 
income of Rs 1.81 crores. 

The Marian Congress 

I T has been the tradit ion of the 
Catholic Church to declare a 

Jubilee or Holy Year every quarter 
century or on occasions of rare 
jubi lat ion or commemoration, when 
pilgrims gather at Rome and spe-' 
cial services are held throughout 

Christendom. Such a year was 
observed in 1953 to signalise the 
passage of nineteen centuries since 
the death of Jesus Christ; and for 
the first time in history now, special 
honour is being done to M a r y , 
Mother of Christ, through a M a r i a n 
Year. 

In this connection, starting f rom 
this week-end, a National M a r i a n 
Congress is being held in Bombay 
to seek the intercession of M a r y on 
behalf of this country and to ad
vance the purpose of the M a r i a n 
Year: regeneration o f s o c i e t y 
through the enthronement of eternal 
truths and unselfish service. About 
a hundred high dignitaries of the 
Church and a large number of de
votees from all over the country are 
expected to attend this Congress, 
which promises to be the most 
spectacular event in the; sphere of 
devotion and piety ever seen in this 
city. Elaborate preparations have 
been made for this great congrega
tion of the devout, to he held on the 
Azad Maidan , which has been w i t 
ness to some of the most st irr ing 
events in the polit ical history of 
India . 

The Congress w i l l not be marked 
merely by r i tual and ceremony. A 
variety of exhibitions, academies, 
lectures and cultural programmes 
wi l l accompany it to give an answer 
to what has been described as " the 
challenge of naturalism in modern 
life by bringing home to the people 
of all creeds the sense of Cod that 
should prevail in the thought and 
life of society today". " On the 
moral plane," it is claimed, " an 
effort w i l l simultaneously be made  
to hold aloft the ideals of decency 
and purity which mean so much to 
the life and welfare of the family 
and the nation." These are un
exceptionable ideals, to be sure; and 
whatever be the occasion or means 
lor their promotion, they deserve to 
be encouraged wherever the higher 
value's of life are still esteemed. 

What is a source of particular 
pride to secular- India is, however, 
the fact that such congregations find 
an atmosphere not merely conge
nial, but also stimulating to the pur
suit of objectives close to their 
hearts, making in the process no 
mean contribution to the spiritual 
progress and synthesis of this land. 
The fraternal feelings existing be
tween various religions and creeds, 
each t rying to find and assimilate 
the. good in anothet. is of the 
utmost significance to the future of 
the country. 
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