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The Bhils of Ratanmals 
Lineage and Local Community 

Y.V.S Nath 
Kinship and affinity stretch across clan, lineage and family— the district structures of the Bhu 

social system—and link up individuals and groups in different villages in an extensive network of mutual 
rights and obligations. 

A normal Bhil village consists of a dominant lineage, powerful and privileged, and one or more 
subordinate lineages, enjoying only limited rights in theory In practice, various factors have combined to 
mitigate the position of the latter and in consequence, the local community possesses a highly developed 
sense of unity, 

TH E Bhils, who are distributed 
over the central I nd i an high

lands, reveal marked cul tural , struc
tura l and even physical differences 
among themselves. For instance, 
recent investigations have shown 
that the Bhils of Khandesh and Ra j -
p ip la (Satpura group) differ f rom 
the Bhils of Panch Mahals and 
M a l v a (Arava l l i -Malva g roup) , 
while the Bhils of Madhya Pradesh 
differ considerably from both. In 
fact, the available evidence suggests 
that the Bhils form a congeries of 
tribes who are superficially similar, 
rather than a single tribe.* 

The present paper has a special 
reference to those Bhils who live in 
and around the Ratanmal table 
land (taluka Limkheda in Panch 
Mahals d is t r ic t ) , a region which 
formerly formed the estate of 
Ratanrnahal in the Central Ind ian 
States Agency. The Bhils consti
tute the major element in the 
population of this area, though 
there are also members of a few 
other tribes such as the K o l i , Pate-
lia, Bhi la i , Dhanaka and the Naika. 
Each tribe lives largely by itself, 
however, and this is even more true 
of the Bhils than the others. Nor
mally no non-Bhils live in Bhi l v i l 
lages. 

T H E VILLAGE 

Bhil villages are small and dis
persed, and each village has be
tween 30-40 homesteads. Each 
homestead is bui l t in a clearing, 
wherever fairly even land is avail
able for cult ivation. It is separated 
from its neighbours by cultivated 
fields, jungle and occasionally by 

* cf D N Majumdar and A R Sen: 
' Anthropometric Status of the Castes 
and Tribes of Maha Gujarat'. J GuJ; 
Res Soc, Bombay XI 3. p 2-4. 

See also my paper " Some Prelimi
nary Observations on the Social Life of 
the Bhils of Gujarat", J M S Univ 

Baroda II. 1. 

one or more ridges of a h i l l which 
intervene to cut up a village in to 
two or more isolated parts. But no 
homestead is bu i l t normally beyond 
hai l ing distance from its nearest 
neighbours. Sometimes, the several 
sons of a man bu i ld their home
steads in the neighbourhood of their 
parental homestead. Thus a Bh i l 
village often consists of several clus
ters of two or three homesteads scat
tered over a considerable stretch of 
undulat ing forested country. It is 
nearly always located near a peren
nial stream or spring. 

The Bhils are pr imar i ly cultiva
tors. But the collection of forest 
produce forms an important part of 
their economic activity. For six 
months in the year, they work for 
wages wi th t imber and fuel mer
chants and engage in the operations 
of felling and logging timber and 
making charcoal. 

The normal residential uni t of a 
Bhil is the elementary family. On 
his marriage, a man leaves his 
parental homestead, and builds for 
himself a separate homestead on his 
port ion of the family lands or in 
the neighbourhood of the parental 
home itself. F rom then onwards, 
he constitutes a separate economic 
uni t , though not entirely. He and 
his wife and children continue to be 
an integral part of his jo int family. 

SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

The Bhi l social system may be 
described as poly segmentary, w i t h 
successively narrow segments d iv id
ing the community into groups of 
unilineal kindred. Three such dis
t inct structures are clearly visible. 
There are a large number of pa t r i 
lineal and exogamous clans (atak) 
and sub-clans (peta atak),† But 
these are so highly segmented and 

†C S Venkatachar mentions 122 Bhil 
septs in his " An Ethnographic Note on 
the Bhils of Central India" Census of 
India, 1931 XX pt i p 251-7. 

interspersed, and distributed over 
such a wide area that except as a 
principle of descent and exogamy, 
clanship has but l i t t le relevance for 
the Bhils. There is neither a body 
of traditions nor a system of social, 
polit ical or r i tua l bonds that serve 
to br ing the entire clan together 
occasionally. 

A smaller but more compact 
structure is the lineage (nal), the 
depth and extension of wh ich is 
l imited by a definite genealogy and 
encompasses at most seven or eight 
generations. The members of such 
a lineage group are able to estab
lish their exact relationship to each 
other by reference to descent f rom 
a common ancestor. When a line
age has an unusual depth or exten
sion and the genealogical links are 
lost, there w i l l at least he a definite 
tradition of kinship supported by 
extensive social and r i tual collabora
tion among the members of such a 
group. The members of a lineage 
live close to each other. Even 
where some of the sections of a 
lineage are dispersed, they share 
b i r th and death pollutions, come 
together to collaborate at least on 
certain important r i tual occasions. 
For instance, when the annual sacri
fice to Babadco (the principal tute
lary deity and chief ancestral spirit 
of the village) is to be offered, a 
man who has migrated to another 
village recently, goes over to the 
village of his lineage even if it i n 
volves a journey of three days on 
foot. In fact, a kindred group 
might be l iving in a village for two 
generations, and yet claim member
ship of a lineage elsewhere. 

Inside such a group, inter-per
sonal relations are regulated by 
reference to sex, age and generation 
of the person concerned The 
members of a lineage co-operate in 
economic and other activity. The 
lineage has a corporate character, 
the male ciders having the power to 
act for it under certain circumstan
ces. They direct, co-ordinate and 
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control i ts acvities and sit in j u d g -
ment over disputes among its members-
bers. The members respect the 
powerful spirits of the lineage and 
regard them as the guardians of the 
lineage. Such beliefs impart consi
derable strength to the solidarity of 
the lineage group. 

JOINT FAMILY 

A still smaller;, but very compact 
structure, is the joint family. It is 
actually a min ima l lineage and con
sists of a couple, their children and 
descendants in the male line. Nor
mally a joint family is three gene
rations deep. But sometimes it ex
tends to four generations. The 
senior male is the head of the jo in t 
family and his word is final on 
matters concerning the welfare of 
the joint family as a whole. His 
decisions, though never autocratic, 
a i r binding on al l , even on those 
of his sons who are married and 
have set themselves up in separate 
homesteads. He has complete con
trol over the landed and other pro
perty. After his death, these rights 
of ownership and control pass on 
to his sons who normally divide up 
the property and separate, becom
ing the heads of their respective 
families. But rarely they continue 
as one joint family under the 
leadership of the seniormost among 
themselves. 

A woman is not regarded as an 
integral part of her jo in t family, 
in spite of her l iv ing w i th , working 
and bearing children for her con
jugal family, she has very few lights 
in it- For instance, the conjugal 
family has no rights at all in the 
person of a widow, while if she 
chooses to live w i th and work for 
i t . she is entitled to be maintained 
by the conjugal family. But she 
hah no right to any property. On 
the other hand, rights over the 
person of a widow or divorcee 
return to the head of her natal 
family. She may return wi th her 
young children and claim as a r ight , 
a portion of' the family lands for 
the maintenance of herself and her 
children. If she should marry 
again, bride price w i l l have to be 
paid for her. to her natal family. 
In the case of a divorcee, however, 
tins money has to be transferred to 
her affines by the earlier marriage. 

THE NATAL GROUP 

Even normally, the natal group 
of a woman continues to watch 
over her interests. When a woman 
is beaten or otherwise ill-treated by 
her husband or other affines, her 

kinsmen may take her away even 
without returning the bride-price. 
A man may also intervene to safe
guard the interests of his sister's 
children, even against their kinsmen. 
He has even the r igh t to take over 
as the guardian of his widowed 
sister's children, t i l l such time as 
they can take care of their interests. 

Common residence and constant 
participation in a variety of acti
vities fosters a sympathy and affec
t ion and inculcates a sense of unity 
among the several members of a 
joint family. This unity of the 
jo int family can be seen clearly in 
its relations wi th the other families 
in the village. 

Kinship and affinity stretch across 
clan, lineage, and family and l ink 
up individuals and groups in differ
ent villages in an extensive network 
of mutual rights and obligations. 

VILLAGE AND LINEAGE 

A normal Bhil village in these 
parts consists of one or more line
ages of the same or different clans. 
There are a large number of villages 
in Dohad and Jhalod talukas where 
the entire population belongs to a 
single lineage group. For instance, 
near Jhalod town, there are four 
largo villages adjacent to each 
other, wi th a total population of 
over 2,000. and all the four villages 
claim descent f rom the same ances
tor, one Kal la of the clan of San-
gada. Trad i t ion has i t . that several 
generations ago, Ka l la migrated 
wi th his wife and children from a 
place called Onjani in Rajasthan, 
and founded the village Bajarwada. 
The other three villages were estab
lished in clue course by his descend
ants, as they increased in numbers. 
Genealogies wi th a depth of six to 
eight generations are available and 
they show that most people in a 
village are related to each other. 
Hut the genealogies do not go back 
far enough to link up the four 
villages wi th each other. 

There are no wri t ten genealogies 
and information has to be collected 
from old people, whose memories do 
not go bark farmer than four gene
rations. But a l l the descendants in 
the four villages are bound together 
by the tradit ion, if not the know
ledge, that they are related to each 
other. In support of this, they all 
observe pol lu t ion when a baby is 
born and when a death occurs. 
Again the heads of the sections of 
the clan and the heads (patel) of 
the four villages have to co-operate 
on many occasions. Finally, al l the 

THE DOMINANT LINEAGE 

But lineages extending over four 
villages are indeed rare, and not to 
be found in the Ratanraal area. 
I n the latter area, the biggest v i l 
lages have only 30-40 homesteads 
and the population of a village 
'rarely exceeds 200. I n these v i l 
lages, one finds a dominant lineage,, 
claiming descent from the original 
founders of the village and there
fore ownership of the entire village. 
This dominant lineage group is 
referred to as the bhaibeta (liter
ally, children of brothers, here 
' k indred ' ) of the village. The 
other lineage groups in the village 
are the descendants of those people 
who in the distant past, were invi t 
ed or permitted to settle in the v i l 
lage by the elders of the dominant 
lineage. These lineages are refcr
ied to as the karhan ( l i terally, 
tenant) and enjoy only l imited 
rights in the village, holding their 
lands in theory at least, at the plea
sure of the bhaibeta. I n any v i l 
lage ate found livings a dominant 
lineage w i th one or more karhah or 
subordinate lineages. 

In most villages the bhaibeta, 
possess the most fertile bits of lands 
in large holdings, sometimes far in 
excess of their capacity to t i l l . 
Though grass and fodder are plenti
ful on the Katanmal and neighbour
ing hills. some choice kansolo 
(clearings in jungle where only 
grass grows) are reserved by the 
bahibeta for their cattle. Most of 
the fruit trees and other economic
ally valuable trees in the village 
(excluding the forest lands which 
are Government property) , are 
retained by the bhaibeta, though 
sometimes such trees are .situated 
on fields given away to the karhans. 

THE HEADMAN 
Author i ty in the village is mostly 

concentrated in the dominant line
ages and is exercised through the 
headman (tadavi) who is generally 
the head of the senior section of 
the bhaibeta lineage. The headman 
who is also the head of the village 
assembly (pancha) is assisted by 
one or two other functionaries who 
are normally drawn from amongst 
his kinsmen only. His decisions, 
taken in consultation w i t h the 
assembly, are final. He represents 
the village in a l l inter-village meet
ings. 

U n t i l recently, whenever a por
tion of the jungle in the terri torial 

1356 

|single lineage (nal). 
descendants feel that they form a 
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limits of his village was cleared for 
purposes of cultivation, by one of 
the karhans in his village, he was 
entitled to be paid as Ins fee a head-
load of fuel and a seer of salt 
(5 seers = 3 lbs), per plough. 
When the jungle in his village was 
leased by the Government to timber 
or fuel merchants, the latter had 10 
pay him a royalty of Re 1 to 
Re 1-8 per cartload of timber or 
fuel removed. 

Negotiations for contracting an 
alliance or settling a dispute wi th a 
person l iving in another village, 
have to take place through and in 
the presence of the headman of 
either village. Agreements arrived 
at through him are backed up by 
the entire village community, which 
is then responsible for seeing that 
the terms of agreement are com
plied wi th by either party. When 
any agreement is reached without 
the cognisance or approval of the 
headman, the parties are liable to 
be censured by the headman and 
the assembly, who are in no way 
bound to respect such agreements. 
On the other hand refusal by the 
headman to attend a gathering call
ed for such a purpose, is tantamount 
to the ostracism of the individual 
concerned, since nobody else would 
attend the gathering or co-operate 
wi th him in any of his ventures t i l l 
such time, as the headman lifts the 
ban on him. 

As the spokesman of the bhaibeta 
and the assembly, his decisions are 
final. The revenue and police 
authorities generally f i n d it conve
nient to support the headman. No 
person can be settled on the village 
lands w i t h o u t the headman's 
approval. He can expel any mem
ber of his village, whom he consi
ders an undesirable person. 

THE SUBORDINATE LINEAGE 

A member of a subordinate line
age (karhan) is subject to certain 
restrictions. Even in such matters 
as are of special interest to h im 
only, such as, an exorcision ri tual 
to cure a sick child, the karhan has 
to inform the headman and request 
him to be present at the ri tual. 
When a bird or a beast is sacrificed, 
a part of the carcase has to be given 
to the headman as his due (lag). 
Failure to give him the share is 
deemed an insult and invariably 
leads to the karhan being harassed 
and occasionally even beaten up. 

When a girl is married, several of 
her kinsmen are entitled to receive 
shares (dapa) in the bride price 

paid for her by the groom's family. 
Generally the several recipients of 
the da pa return it as a gift to the 
gir l herself, in the form of a calf or 
some ornaments. The claims of the 
local community on the girl are also 
recognised by a feast, given to the 
entire village on the eve of the 
marriage. Further, in the ease of 
a karhan gir l , the headman is 

entitled to a special share (kuvasi). 
His claims for the. kuvasi are based 
on the grounds, that he takes care 
of the welfare of the karhan and 
talk's a leading part in the negotia
tions for his daughter's marriage. 
Further, if anything should go 
wrong later and the gir l runs away 
from her husband or otherwise mis
behaves he would again have to 
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bear the brunt of the negotiations. 
However, the bhaibeta need not pay 
h im the kuvasi, for he is also the 
head of their lineage group and 
whatever functions the performs on 
their behalf, Will be in the latter 
capacity; It may be noted, how
ever, that the bhaibeta also allow 
for the kuvasi in their calculations 
of the bride-price to be received. 
This money is retained by the father 
of the g i r l along w i t h his own share 
and the shares of the mother and 
brothers of the g i r l . 

Generally the karhans are regard
ed as mere tenants. In theory at 
least, they are not given any effec
tive voice in the management of 
ordinary village affairs. Further, 
they are largely excluded from part i
cipation in the r i tual life of the 
community. For instance, the 
annual sacrifice to Babadeo is re
garded as of exclusive interest to 
the dominant lineage. The karhans 
are excluded from actively colla
borating in the r i tual , as on such 
occasions they become the ' guests 
of the village ', along wi th a few 
other invitees from the neighbour
ing villages. They are fed sumptu
ously by their hosts on the previous 
night, and are formally invited to 
witness the r i tual on the day fol
lowing. Portions of meat and 
l iquor are given to the karhans after 
the final sacrifice to take home wi th 
them. Contributions towards the 
expenses on this and similar occa
sions are collected only from the 
dominant group. However, all the 
karhans are expected to be in a 
state of r i tua l puri ty from the day 
previous to the sacrifice t i l l the end 
of the r i tua l , since r i tual impur i ty 
or pollution resulting from a death, 
b i r th or sickness in the village, or 
from sexual intercourse, in any per
son of the village, would nullify the 
very sacred atmosphere needed for 
a successful outcome of the r i tual . 

THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Thus, we have a picture in the 
preceding pages, of a community 
consisting of a dominant lineage, 
powerful and privileged, and one 
or more subordinate lineages not 
even having full ownership rights 
over the land they have been hold
ing for generations and barred from 
participation in a large area of 
social and r i tua l life of the commu
nity. In such a community, one 
may expect to find deep animosities 
and frictions between the two 
groups. 

Actually however, the situation 

in practice is different. An ana-
lysis of the circumstances under 
which the different karhan settle
ments took place helps us to under
stand the situation. On inquiry, the 
karhan settlements in most villages 
seem to have taken place under 
three types of circumstances: 

( i ) An acute shortage of cultiv
able land available in one village in 
relation to the size of the kindred 
group subsisting upon i t , resulted in 
the migration of a segment to other 
villages. 

(2) Internal dissensions in a line
age group or jo in t family, occasion
ally resulted in the weaker section 
wi thdrawing from the field. 

(3) Migrations of individuals 
wi th other families, occurred to 
other villages in response to a call 
for aid from a sibling in distress. 
Under this category, one may also 
include the cases of the return of a 
widow or divorcee to her natal 
group.* Movements to affinal v i l 
lages have taken place when any 
one of the above sets of circum
stances were prevalent. Such migra
tions are evidence of the strength 
of the affinal bond which always cut 
across lineage bonds and frequently 
link up individuals in different v i l 
lages. 

An analysis of the three villages 
of Ratanmal gives us three dominant 
lineages as against 13 subordinate 
lineages. Of the latter, three were 
established by those who came in 
search of land; in one case migra
tion resulted from internal dissen
sions in the joint family of the per
son who came to Ratanmal. In all 
the other cases, settlement took 
place under one or the other of the 
circumstances referred to in (3) 
above. Four poeple came in as 
ghar jamai (a man, who on mar
riage becomes a member of his 
wife's family, unlike the normal 
marriage in which a g i r l becomes a 
member of her husband's family) of 
the then headman. T w o others 
were the sons of a sister of a bhai
beta. In three other cases, it was 
the sister's husband himself who 
was invited by the then headman, 
to settle in the village. Later 
genealogies indicate that even 
where the karhan was not an affine, 
he became one in course of time, 
ie, two or three generations, through 

* For details of this process, see my 
paper " Some Preliminary Observations 
on the Social Life of the Bhils of Guja
rat," loc cit pp 103-4. 

alliances between karhan girls and 
bhaibeta boys and vice versa. 
Thus., in these three villages, the 
entire community consists of two or 
more agnatic kindred groups w i t h 
affinal ties running criss-cross be
tween them. In such a community, 
any sharp distinction between the 
dominant and subordinate lineage 
groups has a tendency to be soft
ened down in practice. In most 
cases, a karhan is a close kinsman— 
daughter's son, a sister's husband, 
or a mother's brother wi th whom 
one has an affectionate relationship. 

T H E ACTUAL POSITION 

Further, though the bhaibeta are 
dominant in theory, they are rarely 
so in fact. This is specially so in 
a village of any considerable size 
wi th a large karhan population. 
Due to factors of unequal fert i l i ty 
and industry, often the karhans are 
economically as stable as the bhai
beta. Very often, the karhans are 
numerically stronger than the domi
nant lineage. So the latter are 
wi l ly-n i l ly forced to concede them 
greater prominence and to associate 
them more and more in the man
agement of the affairs of the com
munity. Since most important mat
ters of common interest are discuss
ed and the decisions arrived at in 
the pancha comprising of al l the 
adults in the village, the karhans 
have as effective a voice in prac
tice as the bhaibeta influencing the 
decision. Because of their links 
wi th the dominant lineage most of 
the privileges and reservations of 
the latter are open to some extent 
to them a l so - if not as a matter of 
right, at least as a matter of cour
tesy and goodwill . For instance, if 
a bhaibeta finds his sister's son 
grazing his cattle on his (the for
mer's) reservations or taking some 
mango fruits from his tree, he is 
not likely to object to i t . 

Nowadays, karhans are found in 
many a place holding important 
offices in the community. For i n 
stance, the pujara ( l i terally, a wor
shipper, here an important func
tionary who controls and co-ordi
nates the resources available, on 
important r i tual or social occa
sions,—a Master of Ceremonies) in 
all the three villages of Ratanmal is 
a karhan. Often, the headmanship 
of a ward (phaliya patel) in most 
villages of the area, is the privilege 
of karhans who are never the tadavi 
of an entire village. 

Another factor that does affect 
their mutual status is- that often a 
bhaibeta of one village is forced to 
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he become a karhan. There are 
cases, where a man who owns land 
in two villages, enjoys the double 
status of being a bhaibeta in one 
village, while being a karhan in the 
Adjoining one where his maternal 
kinsmen arc the bhaibeta. 

This, however, does not imply a 
complete absence of disputes and  
tensions between the dominant and 
subordinate groups in any village. 
As the area is being opened up to 
external economic and political 
influences, the karhans have come 
to feel more and more that they 
are being exploited. In recent 
times, there, has been an increasing 
opposition to the payment of kuvasi 
on the ground that it is an unjust 
extraction. After the merger of 
these areas w i t h the Bombay State, 
the karhans have in many places 
successfully disputed the right of 
the dominant group over the trees 
standing in their (karhan's) fields. 
They point out. w i t h some feeling 
that the presence of large trees such 
as the mowhra (mahua, bassia lati-
folia r o x b ) , teak (tectone grandi) 
and mango (mangifera indica) have 
an adverse effect on their crops. 
Why should they be deprived of the 
products of these trees? In most 
such cases, the dominant group has 
adopted a compromising attitude. 
It is only in a very few villages 
that clashes between the two groups 
have occurred over such issues. 

POSITION OF HEADMAN 

Some of the functions and pr iv i 
leges of the headman have been 
indicated already. Briefly, he is the 
head of the senior section of the 
dominant lineage. The office nor
mally passes on from father to son, 
but not invariably. Any person of 
the dominant lineage is in theory 
entitled to hold it . He is also the 
revenue and police official in the 
village. In his former capacity, he 
is assisted by the talati (village 
accountant). He holds his lands 
tax-free and formerly, he was 
exempt from the levy of free labour 
(veth) and was entitled to hunt 
game within his territorial limits. 
In addition, he was entitled to col
lect certain dues from the karhans 
in his village, and from the con
tractors of timber and other forest 
produce operating wi th in his juris
diction. W i t h powers of expelling 
any undesirable person i n his v i l 
lage, he is even today easily the 
most influential person in the com
munity . If the headman is also an 
elder, and has a reputation for 

wisdom and experience, he enjoys 
great power indeed. Where the 
village is very big, it is split up 
in to two or more wards and each 
ward is. placed in charge of a 
phaliya patet who assists the head
man (tadavi) in the maintenance 
of law and order in his ward. 

The headman is guided on all 
important matters by the village 
assembly which normally consists of 
all the adult males in the village, 
except i n the case of very large v i l 
lages where only the heads of dif
ferent families or lineages, sit on 

the pancha. 

VILLAGE ASSEMBLY 

There are no established rules of 
procedure in a village assembly; 
Whenever a matter of sufficient im-
portance is under consideration, a l l 
the people are assembled and invi t 
ed to discuss the situation. But 
actually, it is only the opinions of 
a few elders which are taken into 
serious consideration. Each case is 
decided on its own merits, though 
precedents and analogies are pro
fusely cited. The function of the. 

migrate to another village, where 
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headman is only to execute the de
isions of the council. Practically 
anything of Importance may be dis
cussed in the village assembly. Dis
putes arising over an elopement, a 
forthcoming important r i tua l , the 
ways and means of meeting the 
ever-increasing tax demands of the 
State; all these have been discussed 
in the assembly. Its efforts are 
always directed towards the main
tenance of harmony. What is aim
ed at is, not so much to fix the 
blame on one of the parties to the 
dispute, but 10 effect a compromise. 
Once a matter is settled, further re
ferences to that are avoided. Any
body who attempts to aggravate 
minor incidents or to take disputes 
before an external authority for 
adjudication is censured, and held i n ' 
public contempt as a person who 
has no regard for the honour of the 
village. 

To a Bhil , membership in a v i l 
lage is of great significance. W i t h i n 
the village all the persons are closely 
bound to each other by bonds of 
kinship and participation in com
mon activities. Often there are rifts 
wi th in the community. But. they are 
more in the nature of family quar
rels and are not allowed to assume 
serious proportions. Death, sickness 
or misery in any house is .regarded 
as the sorrow of the entire village. 
T i l l such time as the pollution is 
removed and the persons concerned 
revert to a normal ri tual status, 
there ran be no festivity in the v i l 
lage not the performance of any 
ritual of common importance. 

SENSE OF UNITY 

'This sense of ' oneness ' that pre
vails in the village may be seen in 
a number of incidents that take 
place every day in a Bhil village. 
When scarcity prevails in the village, 
whosoever has corn shares it freely 
wi th the others, he does not normal
ly ' lend ' it to the people of his own 
village. 

But this unity may be seen more 
clearly in the relations of this v i l 
lage community with its neighbours. 
In disputes involving a party from 
another village, the matter soon 
assumes general importance. More 
than the person actually involved, 
the others try to ensure that their 
man gets a lain deal. When nego
tiating a marriage, the boy or gir l 
has to be approved not only by the 
families of lineages directly con
cerned, but by the entile com
munity. Any member has a 
right to declare that the pro
posed alliance is undesirable, since 
the members of the lineage concern

ed axe not likely to be ' good 
affines ' . Bhils in common w i t h 
people the wor ld over, desire affinal 
relations only w i th such people as 
are not impoverished or miserly, 
but are hospitable and courteous 
and above all, who are honest. Any 
person who is aware of any un
desirable facts about the group wi th 
which alliance is proposed, is ex
pected to state them so that the pro
posal may be given up. It is not 
merely the part icular family or 
lineage that is brought into affinal 
relationship wi th the other party as 
a result of the proposed alliance, 
but the entire village. Frequent and 
cordial social relationships are ex
pected and desired w i t h the affines. 
and are to be reciprocated w i th 
hospitality and courtesy by al l . 
Actually as a result of one such 
alliance between t w o kindred 
groups, two villages are brought into 
close relationship wi th each other. 
specially among the younger peo
ple. Usually one marriage w i th a 
lineage leads to several other mar
riages wi th it. A link becomes a 
chain. 

Further, serious insult or injury to 
a person from an outsider is regard
ed as an injury to the entire com
munity. For instance, Ramsingh. a 

Around Calcutta Markets 

Khabad of the village Nal , was mar-
ried to Mi thud i , a g i r l of K o t u m b i . 
Galla, a younger brother of Ram
singh, and a number of other young 
men from Nal were often visiting 
their affines in Ko tumbi . One day, 
Galla eloped wi th K a l i , wife of a 
Paramar of K o t u m b i . After the 
ini t ial furore attendant upon their 
action had subsided, Galla and K a l i , 
who was subsequently divorced by 
her husband, went over to Nal , to 
live there. The people of K o t u m b i 
who felt it very humil ia t ing for one 
of the daughters of K o t u m b i to live 
in the same village as the offenders 
who had abused their hospitality to 
an affine, insisted that Ramsingh 
and M i t h u d i should leave Nal . 
Ultimately Ramsingh had to accept 
some lands in Ko tumbi and settle 
there, in deference to the wishes of 
his affines. 

Thus kinship and affinity cut 
across the clan, lineage, a n d 
family bonds to l ink the entire com
munity in bonds of co-operation arid 
participation in common activities. 
Frequently they bind also two local 
communities. The local community 
is of greatest significance to the 
Bhil . for the sense of unity and 
solidarity that it inculcates among 
the several members of a village. 

Weakness Presists 

U N T I L Thursday last. Clive 
Street was quietly steady. 

Equity prices began to decline after 
the end of the settlement. Stock 
markets are used to absorbing 
shocks.. But events developed so 
suddenly in the last few days that 
Clive Street reeled under the im
pact. For a day, it seemed to gather 
courage on unconfirmed reports that 
New Delhi had given its consent to 
the Birla-British i ron and steel pro
jects at Durgapur. These reports 
were interpreted to mean that fears 
of an undue expansion in the pub
lic sector at the expense of the p r i 
vate sector were exaggerated. 

Then came the news of New 
Delhi's decision to reject the Birla-
British proposals for erecting iron 
and steel plants at Durgapur, Olive 
Street came to the conclusion that 
Government did not want private 
initiative to own and exploit the 
future development of key indus
tries. It was hasty of Clive Street 
to come to any such conclusion. 

Wednesday Evening 

Rourkella and the study of another 
site for a steel plant by the visiting 
Russian team of experts were cleat 
indications of New Delhi's decision 
to foster future expansion of the 
iron and steel industry wi thin the 
public sector. 

it may be that the immediate re
action of investors and market ope
rators to Government's decision to 
reject the Birla-British steel propo
sals at Durgapur is rather illogical. 
But New Delhi's decision had a 
chill ing effect on the stock market 
as the belief spread that Govern
ment's action was an indication of 
the shape of things to come. I n 
vestors and stock markets were ap
prehensive that Government might 
have decided to expand the public 
sector at the cost of the private 
sector. On the day these lines ap
pear in print , Parliament wi l l start 
a debate on economic affairs. It is 
expected that Government w i l l 
clarify its industrial policy dur ing 
this debate. Stock markets are 
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