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Pakistan in T r a v a i l 
W H E N Karachi foisted Governor's rule on East Bengal instead of 

bowing gracefully to the verdict of the people in that unhappy, 
province, the wor ld outside was not taken in by its propaganda that it 
was merely countering subversive elements and not taking arms against 
a whole people. 'The polities of Pakistan passed from that moment from 
wranglings between politicians and political parties to melodrama, in 
which palace intrigues, mil i tary coups and a general state of unsettlement 
could no longer be hidden from the public eye. The mass hysteria that 
was so successfully whipped up to bring this new State into being has 
long subsided, The havoc wrought by it is daily becoming more and 
more evident. 'The enthusiasm and support for the Musl im League has 
abated too, and the League leaders who were in power and others who 
challenged their authority, wi th or without any popular backing, have" 
now fallen out. 'The outline of the first stages of the drama can now 
be clearly delineated. 

'Those in power resorted to the usual means for safeguarding their 
vested interest against popular discontent. Finding themselves isolated 
from the people, instead of trying to bridge the gull and give a chance 
to the new State to find its feet and attain stability on the only basis 
on which Governments ran he stable in modern tunes, viz, by acting 
according to the freely expressed wi l l of the people, they sought protec
tion in. foreign assistance and foreign arms 'The growing isolation of 
the League leaders horn the people and the increasing unpopularity of 
the League Government went hand in hand wi th greater and greater 
reliance on American arms. Then came a stage when US arms aid was 
made the t rump card which the Musl im League played as a last throw, 
to regain its fortune, and lost. In thus seeking security in arms aid, 
the leaders of Pakistan may not have realised that they were sliding down 
an inclined plane, along which others had gone tumbling before them, 
Or it may be that they were fully aware of what they were doing, but 
saw no other course open to them. People rarely learn from others' 
experience. 

Arms aid and mil i tary alliances aimed at Isolating Pakistan from 
her neighbours instead of cementing good relations with them, again, 
are no way of redeeming the country's future. There has been no slacken
ing in this, for one of the first things the re-constituted Cabinet has clone 
is to open its door ajar to the free entry of foreign capital by doing 
away at one stroke wi th those restrictions which had been maintained 
so long, so that Pakistani nationals might retain control over the country's 
industrial development. The invitation may not succeed in bringing 
much foreign capital into the country. Investors are shy everywhere; 
and the chances for foreign investments are hardly attractive when the 
min imum conditions of political stability and assured growth are not 
there. In the circumstances, the gesture is liable to be interpreted as an 
oiler to throw the country's fortunes into the hands of others who are 
wi l l ing to fish in troubled waters. 

The foreign exchange situation of Pakistan today is desperate, again, 
because of the policies pursued by its rulers. In subordinating trade and 



economic interests to the pursuit of 
power, they have lost the fruits that 
peace and good neighbourliness alone 
can ensure—thriving trade, healthy 
economic development and progress 
towards prosperity. 

Even the rout of the M u s l i m 
League in the East Bengal elections 
was not an unexpected disaster that 
fell like a bolt f rom the blue, It had 
been long in brewing. Nations can
not be built and the loyalty of people 
retained on such airy nothings as 
the Mus l im League had held up 
before Pakistan. The facts of 
history and geography cannot be 
wiped out nor can they be denied 
for long. They bide their time. 

The two parts of Pakistan were 
separated so widely in every way 
that the thread of Islam was too 
th in and too far stretched to hold 
them together. Hut having succeed
ed in creating a State from so un
promising materials, political leaders 
of Pakistan could at least have the 
sense to realise that much greater 
understanding would be necessary 
to keep such heterogeneous elements 
together and to maintain a sem
blance of equil ibrium. There is no 
point, in quarrelling w i t h the past 
nor in trying to undo what is already 
done when a workable solution 
could be readily found and condi
tions could be created lor the deve
lopment of Pakistan as a State on 
sound lines. How near to a break 
West and East Pakistan came 
in the course of constitution-making 
has been advertised by the makers 
of Pakistan themselves in no uncer
tain terms. A deadlock paralysed 
constitution-making for years. And 
when the present Prime Minister 
got the Basic Principles. Committee's 
report accepted, at least that is what, 
he himself claims to have clone, it 
was thought a break had been avoid
ed and that thenceforth, it would 
be smooth going for the new State, 
The distribution of powers between 
the Centre and the provinces, the 
bone of contention among the 
makers of the constitution, however, 
was never resolved. How deep the 
cleavages were could only be known 
in retrospect, for it was on the 28th 
of the last month that the Draft 
Constitution Kill which had been 
ready was to have been placed 
before the Constituent Assembly. 
And before this fateful meeting, the 
Assembly itself was dissolved. 

M r . Ghulam Mohammed. the 
Pakistani Governor-General, may 
or may not be a demon at. He may 
or may not be a member of the 
Mus l im League. But there is not 

the least shadow of doubt that he 
is a Pakistani. He became the 
Governor-General w i th an (establish
ed reputation as a financier. His 
choice as Governor-General reflect
ed the polit ical cross-currents in 
Pakistan which have now led h im 
to dissolve the Constituent Assembly. 
As the Governor-General, he has 
proved an astute poli t ician. By dis
missing Khwaja Nazimuddin and 
his Cabinet, he anticipated the ver
dict of the elections in Eastern 
Pakistan. That be has a grasp of 
changing polit ical trends is proved 
by the fact that the dissolution of 
the Constituent Assembly has had a 
welcome response from the people 
of Pakistan. Like the Mus l im 
League, the Constituent Assembly, 
composed of Mus l im League mem
bers, has ceased to represent the 
people. W i t h this emphatic asser
tion of the Governor-General, the 
people of Pakistan are in l u l l agree
ment. 

Mr Muhammed Ali 's re-organised 
Cabinet is not a party or coalition 
(Government. Elaborate attempts 
are being made by the authorities in 
Pakistan to foster the impression 
that the re-constituted Cabinet w i l l 
be functioning as a National Gov
ernment. It is significant that the 
leaders of the A w a m i League, the 
political r ival of Mus l im League, 
endorse the decision to dissolve the 
Constituent Assembly, but are op
posed to the declaration of a state 
of emergency. Nor is it without 
significance that Mr H S Suhra-
warcly. the Awami League leader, 
is reported to be unwi l l ing to join 
the re-organised A l i Cabinet. 

This raises the basic issue involv
ed in Pakistani politics. Since the 
formation of Pakistan, and certain
ly, since the victory of the Uni ted 
Front in the elections in Eastern 
Pakistan, the main political issue has 
been the problem of division of 
powers and functions between the 
Centre and the Provinces. Provin
cialism, factionalism and parochial
ism intensified as this issue assumed 
significance. It had long been evi
dent that owing to geographical and 
socio-political considerations, East
ern Pakistan was in favour of a 
federated Pakistan w i th provincial 
autonomy for its units. Al though 
West Pakistan was originally opposed 
to this idea, recent developments 
showed that it accepted the idea of 
zonal federation in order to escape 
domination by Eastern Pakistan in 
a future Pakistan wi th a, centralised 
unitary type of government. 

History alone w i l l prove whether 
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some of the assumptions behind the 
continued existence of Pakistan, w i t h 
its eastern and western wings, We 
val id. But many th inking persons 
are inclined to the view that zonal 
federation is the only possible means 
of ensuring stability in Pakistan. 
Some time must elapse before the 
intentions of the authorities' in Paki
stan can be clearly known. The i r 
real motives w i l l not be clear before 
the basis of the promised elections 
is defined. But Mr Suhrawardy's 
disinclination to jo in the re-organis
ed A l i Cabinet underlines the suspi
cions about the authorities' policies. 
Indications are not lacking that both 
Mr Mohammed A l i and the Gover
nor-General are reluctant to divest 
the Centre of its powers. Sind alone 
among the provinces of Pakistan 
seems unwi l l ing to accept the p r in 
ciple of zonal federation w i t h a 
truncated Centre. Mr Suhrawardy 
may not be a politician wi thout 
personal ambitions. He may be 
playing for high stakes. But he is 
on f i rm ground in his reported re
fusal to jo in the A l i Cabinet. For 
too long the solution to Pakistan's 
basic polit ical problem has been de
layed. It can be delayed further 
only at Pakistan's peril . 
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