
gadgets fo r decortication. Regu-
lated markets and grading have also 

been on the cards, but progress, as 
usual, has been slow. 

Among the schemes proposed by 
the Committee are the establish
ment of Arecanut Research Stations 
and Nurseries and a Central Tech
nological Laboratory, subsidy for 
wells to provide irr igat ion facilities, 
construction of warehouses and 
grants to co-operative societies, un i 
versities and research institutes for 
advanced studies on arecanuts and 
extension of cult ivat ion to Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. 

A survey recently conducted shows 
that a lakh acres can be brought 
under cult ivat ion in addit ion to the 
2.62 lakh acres that arc not estimat
ed to be under betelnuts. But in 
view of the high cost of product ion, 
greater attention has to be directed 
towards judicious, cul tural and ma-
nur ia l practices, uti l isation of by-pro
ducts, progressive research and a 
more vigorous application of the 
fruits of research. As the question 
of research is of special importance, 
the proposal for setting up a Central 
Research Station, which has been 
kept in cold storage for long, should 
now be taken up. But unless the 
Committee succeeds in persuading 
the States concerned to collect 
acreage and product ion statistics, 
it may be diff icult for it to draw up 
and implement development plans. 

Nibbling at the Land Problem 

TH E land problem is being 
nibbled at by some and sniffed 

at by others, but none of the States 
has yet mustered courage to face it 
squarely and launch a f rontal at
tack on i t . Its very complexity, 
which has been the professed reason 
for the delay in coming to grips w i th 
it, it is increasingly becoming clear, 
rules out any but the straightforward 
and simple solution. For the p r i 
mary object of redistribution or 
tenancy reform or whatever one 
may choose to call i t , is to settle 
as many people on land as can be 
accommodated, subject to the con
di t ion that those who are settled 
should be able to make a l iv ing 
f rom agriculture, and be in a posi
t ion to improve cult ivat ion. Why 
not, then, set about it straightaway 
by appoint ing land commissions to 
carry it out and leaving it to them to 
decide what should be the size of the 
uni t , and the ceil ing for holdings? 

Now quality of land differs f rom 
place to place, If not f rom plot to 
p lo t ; forms and conditions of 

tenancy dif fer in l ike manner, so do 
those of cul t ivat ion. H o w could i t 
then be thought possible that the 
States should each be able to 
determine what should be the ceil
ing for holdings and the size of the 
economic holding for the land w i th 
in their respective jurisdictions? 
A n d yet, it is precisely on the 
ground that each State should find 
out its own norm for these things 
that action is being delayed, and 
everything has been held up pend
ing the census of land holdings in 
each of the States. 

The States are not only shy of 
f ix ing a ceil ing, they would not even 
agree to set a dead-line for the census 
on land holdings which the Centre 
requested them to carry out in Janu
ary last. Today the representatives of 
the States are meeting at a con
ference in Delhi to discuss the matter 
w i th the Central Government, " to 
seek clarifications, as also to explain 
their technical, administrative and 
financial difficulties." The Centre 
keeps on urging them to complete 
the census as quickly as possible so " 
that a land pol i ty may he formulat
ed, but in the spirit of the Bhagavat 
Gi ta, not hoping for the fruits of 
action. The States which have 
agreed to take up or have taken up 
the census are Bombay, Madhya 
Pradesh, Madras, Andhra , Hydera
bad, Ku t ch , V indhya Pradesh, Bho-
pal and Coorg, the expected date of 
completion extending f rom the next 
month to September next year. 
Madhya Bharat, Mysore, Saurashtra 
and Ajmer have not yet fixed any 
t ime schedule, while Delhi , Punjab 
and Ut tar Pradesh have flatly de
clined to make any commitment at 
a l l , " for administrative reasons." 
Travancore-Cochin w i l l not have 
the census because it does not th ink 
that the census wi l l serve any useful 
purpose. Bihar and West Bengal 
have agreed to hold a sample sur
vey, but the former has not yet 
f ramed a scheme for it. Rajasthan 
has not yet set up a revenue agency, 
nor has it completed a settlement 
survey; hence it may not be able 
to undertake the census. The pic
ture that emerges is neither of co
ordinated nor of speedy action. 

Meanwhi le, legislation has been 
proceeding piecemeal and every 
week something or other is reported 
which smacks of nibbl ing or merely 
sniffing at the problem. This week, 
for instance, the Planning Commis
sion is reported to have expressed 
its dissatisfaction w i t h what the 
West Bengal Government has done, 
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or rather proposes to do, under the 
Zamindar i Abol i t ion Act passed by 
it and one of the advisers to the 
Plarming Commission, it is fur ther 
reported, is being sent out to look 
specifically into the position of share
croppers wi th a view to ensuring 
them the rights of permanent 
tenancy. Also this week comes the 
news of Andhra exempting small 
holders now paying a land revenue 
of Rs 10 or less f rom any payment 
at a l l , while a b i l l , now before the 
Legislature, proposes the levy of a 
surcharge on others, to toe the line 
laid down by the Planning Com
mission of raising more revenue to 
pay for planned development. A 
th i rd i tem is f rom Hyderabad, re
por t ing the progress made by the 
Land Commission towards work ing 
out a formula for the conversion of 
different types of land on the lines 
of the standard acre adopted in East 
Punjab for the rehabil i tat ion of re
fugees who had to be quickly settled 
on the land left vacant by those who 
had migrated to West Punjab. 

What does all this add up to? 
Preparing, for a journey which none 
of the States seems to be wi l l ing to 
undertake yet. Certainly they are 
in no hurry. It is more than seven 
years now that the present Govern
ment has been in power. The prob
lem has been discussed ad nauseam. 
Perhaps the time has come to realise 
that no satisfactory settlement is 
ever likely to be reached along the 
present lines of elaborate and long-
drawn enquiries, at the end of wh ich 
the self-same problems w i l l have to 
be faced, which can be faced and 
should be faced here and now, viz, 
settling as many people as can be 
conveniently settled on the land that 
is available, subject to the test of 
their being able to make a l i v ing 
and carrying on cult ivation w i th 
the m in imum standard of efficiency. 
It is high time now to think of the 
second part of the proposition, for 
wi thout adequate resources and or
ganisation, mere redistribution of 
land wi l l avail nothing. 

Trade with China 

TH E deal negotiated by the 
Indian Tobacco Delegation to 

China for the export of tobacco 
against import of silk of equivalent 
value has now been officially publ i 
cised as a trade agreement conclud-
eel " i n pursuance of the earlier 
o n e " . This is rather puzzling, 
unless all that is meant is that pay
ment arrangements for the tobacco 
—silk deal, which had been finalised 
much earlier, w i l l be according to 
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