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Pakistan in T r a v a i l 
W H E N Karachi foisted Governor's rule on East Bengal instead of 

bowing gracefully to the verdict of the people in that unhappy, 
province, the wor ld outside was not taken in by its propaganda that it 
was merely countering subversive elements and not taking arms against 
a whole people. 'The polities of Pakistan passed from that moment from 
wranglings between politicians and political parties to melodrama, in 
which palace intrigues, mil i tary coups and a general state of unsettlement 
could no longer be hidden from the public eye. The mass hysteria that 
was so successfully whipped up to bring this new State into being has 
long subsided, The havoc wrought by it is daily becoming more and 
more evident. 'The enthusiasm and support for the Musl im League has 
abated too, and the League leaders who were in power and others who 
challenged their authority, wi th or without any popular backing, have" 
now fallen out. 'The outline of the first stages of the drama can now 
be clearly delineated. 

'Those in power resorted to the usual means for safeguarding their 
vested interest against popular discontent. Finding themselves isolated 
from the people, instead of trying to bridge the gull and give a chance 
to the new State to find its feet and attain stability on the only basis 
on which Governments ran he stable in modern tunes, viz, by acting 
according to the freely expressed wi l l of the people, they sought protec
tion in. foreign assistance and foreign arms 'The growing isolation of 
the League leaders horn the people and the increasing unpopularity of 
the League Government went hand in hand wi th greater and greater 
reliance on American arms. Then came a stage when US arms aid was 
made the t rump card which the Musl im League played as a last throw, 
to regain its fortune, and lost. In thus seeking security in arms aid, 
the leaders of Pakistan may not have realised that they were sliding down 
an inclined plane, along which others had gone tumbling before them, 
Or it may be that they were fully aware of what they were doing, but 
saw no other course open to them. People rarely learn from others' 
experience. 

Arms aid and mil i tary alliances aimed at Isolating Pakistan from 
her neighbours instead of cementing good relations with them, again, 
are no way of redeeming the country's future. There has been no slacken
ing in this, for one of the first things the re-constituted Cabinet has clone 
is to open its door ajar to the free entry of foreign capital by doing 
away at one stroke wi th those restrictions which had been maintained 
so long, so that Pakistani nationals might retain control over the country's 
industrial development. The invitation may not succeed in bringing 
much foreign capital into the country. Investors are shy everywhere; 
and the chances for foreign investments are hardly attractive when the 
min imum conditions of political stability and assured growth are not 
there. In the circumstances, the gesture is liable to be interpreted as an 
oiler to throw the country's fortunes into the hands of others who are 
wi l l ing to fish in troubled waters. 

The foreign exchange situation of Pakistan today is desperate, again, 
because of the policies pursued by its rulers. In subordinating trade and 


