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Bangalore and M u r p h y Radios of 
Ind i a have jo in t ly entered in to an 
agreement w i t h a well known British 
manufacturer for a project for the 
manufacture of component p a r t s to 
eater to the requirements of all the 
radio manufacturers in the country. 
As production is expected ''to com
mence some time in 1955, i t w i l l not 
immediately bring down the cost of 
radios. Moreover, the manufacture 
of component parts is a highly skilled 
process and can progress only in 
stages, starting from the fabrication 
of imported components. The raw 
materials that are required for it 
are of such r igid specifications that 
they wi l l still have to be imported. 

Vicious Circle Must be Broken 

E X P A N S I O N o f demand and 
larger scale of production be

ing die only possible means of re
ducing the cost of radios, experience 
up to date does not suggest that 
there can be much scope for re
duction of cost. The joint effort 
by Government and the industry 
in the celebration of the radio month 
would go some way in creating 
radio-mindedness among the people. 
It lies in the hands of ' Govern
ment to examine the possibility of 
re-adjusting taxation w i t h respect to 
radios and their component parts. 
For improving the popularity of 
programmes, commercial broad
casting or partly commercial and 
partly" state-controlled programmes 
that have been adopted in countries 
like Australia, may be the proper 
answer. 'The appeal made by the 
Radio Merchants' Association to 
Parliament during the last budget 
session for the appointment of a 
Broadcasting Commission should 
receive immediate attention f rom 
Government. The public must change 
its attitudes to the use of radio 
and all the factors that have a bear
ing on the industry can best be ex
amined by an impart ial body to 
recommend to Government and 
the industry what steps should be 
taken to break the vicious circle in 
which the listener, the broadcaster 
and the industry are moving today. 

World Rubber Surplus and US 
Agricultural Surplus 

T H E Colombo Plan has greatly 
gainet: in political significance 

w i t h the admission into its ful l 
membership of Philippines and Tha i 
land. Both these countries are re
putedly under American tutelage and 
enjoy dollar bene volance; it is their 
deep-rooted Asian feeling which 

draws them to the Colombo Plan, 
A significant feature of the last 
meeting of the Colombo Plan Con
sultative Committee in Ot tawa was 
the formal participation in it of the 
USA. 

Dur ing the t h i r d year of the 
Colombo Plan, expenditure on deve
lopments in South East Asia amount
ed to $1,540 mi l l i on , which was 27 
per cent higher than in the previous 
year. About 22 per cent of this 
amount or $342 mi l l ion was external 
financing in the f o r m of loans and 
giants. Under the technical co
operation schemes, about 5,000 
trainees from the Colombo Plan 
countries are receiving t raining out
side their own countries and 12,500 
experts are in t u r n .serving these 
countries. 

The Agr icul tura l Trade Develop
ment and Assistance Act just passed 
by the US Congress, however, 
appears to have caused some con
cern at Ot tawa since some of the 
Colombo Plan countries are faced 
wi th the problem of disposal them
selves. Burma and Tha i land in 
particular are worried about their 
rice stocks and Australia makes no 
bones about it that American dis
posal of surplus wheat queers the 
pitch for her. T h e Act authorises 
the US Administrat ion to dispose of 
$1000 mi l l ion wor th of surplus US 
farm products—wheat, maize, dairy 
products and the l ike—during the 
next three years as aid. The US 
Foreign Operations' Administrator, 
Mr Haro ld Stassen was at some 
pains to reassure these countries 
that US had no intention of dis
rupt ing normal trade and that the 
surplus agricultural produce would 
be channeled mainly into areas 
which did not have sufficient dol
lars to purchase them. Shri Chinta-
man Deshmukh went a step further 
and re-assured Australia and 
Canada that Ind ia was not contem
plat ing replacing her agreed pro
gramme of wheat purchases from 
the International Wheat Board by 
American surplus. India's purchases 
under the International Wheat 
Agreement would be 5,00,000 tons 
during the year 1954-55. 

Welcome, but . . . 

T H E Prime Minister of Ceylon 
has been quite exuberant over 

the outcome of the talks he and 
other members of the Ceylon Dele
gation have had wi th Pandit Nehru. 
But those who have not too short a 
memory wi l l wait to sec the actual 
working of the new agreement or 

understanding before jumping to 
conclusions. 

A factor in favour of the new 
understanding is that it has had the 
support not only of dissenting mem
bers in Sir John's own party, but 
also of the main opposition. To 
that extent there may be a feeling 
of assurance that what followed the 
earlier agreement is not likely to be 
repeated this time. But what the 
understanding actually offers is a 
little less limited freedom of choice 
to Indians settled in Ceylon to be
come citizens either of Ceylon or 
India. 

Primarily procedural difficulties in 
the way of these accepting either 
course are to be removed; but in so 
far as most Indian settlers in Ceylon 
would like to continue there depends 
more on the attitude of the Ccy-
lonese authorities than of the Indian. 
Nevertheless if Ceylon gives effect to 
the new understanding in the spirit 
in which it has been arrived at, as 
one hopes our island neighbour will 
do at least this time, there is reason 
to think that the entire problem 
may get resolved to a point where 
it offers no serious difficulty at a 
later stage. 
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