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From the Calcutta End 

Megalomania at 5 per cent Guaranteed 
W EST B E N G A L , is a prob 

lem State. But the people, 
the Government and the Legislature 

cannot be accused of unwareness 
of the State's numerous problems. 
It is agreed that. West Bengal needs 
development. The people.. the 
Government and the Legislature are 
development conscious. All show a 
sense of urgency. Bills after bills 
are introduced in the State Assem
bly to ensure development, The 
Government repeatedly argues that 
its concern for the people is reflect 
ed in the Bills it proposes. Assem
bly members prove their desire for 
public welfare emphatically arguing 
that the measures proposed by the 
Government are inadequate. The 
Government has a comfortable majo
rity. The Bills are duly incorporat
ed into the Statute Book. But West 
Bengal remains a problem State. 

hi the second half of last month, 
the West Bengal State Assembly 
had an uproarious debate on the 
West Bengal Development Corpora 
turn Bi l l . That debate wil l be 
resumed when the Assembly re
opens. But, outside the Assembly, 
within the State, the debate conti
nues. The Bi l l hit the newspaper 
headlines when it was under discus 
sion in the Assembly. W i t h i n the 
Assembly, it created much noise 
and verbiage. But the debate was 
neither informed nor instructive:. 
For the first time, Dr B C Roy's 
Government suffered a defeat in the 
Assembly on one of the Bill's provi
sions. The Opposition was jubi
lant. But it later transpired that 
the Government was defeated because 
its members were not quite familiar 
with the system of push-button 
voting. 

PUSH BUTTONS AND WIRE PULLING 

It was a disappointing debate, but 
not more disappointing than the 
usual Assembly or parliamentary 
discussions are. Neither the Gov
ernment supporters nor the Opposi
tion members stressed the basic 
issues involved. Opposition mem 
hers questioned the Government's 
motives. The Government members 
accused their opponents of acting 
under the orders of " foreign "  
Bowers. Opposition members, in 
their turn, alleged that the Govern
ment was implementing the Colombo 
Plan, which, one gathered, was 
meant to imply that Dr B C Roy's 
Government was contemplating 

secret arrangements for financial aid 
from American or British capitalists. 

These arguments and counter
arguments are not as interesting or 
revealing as the other points raised 
during the debate. To appreciate 
the implications of the charges made 
by the Opposition, it is necessary to 
have some background knowledge of 
the social, political and economic 
set-up of this State. In West Ben 
gal, industry is owned by non-Ben
galis. It has a Congress Govern
ment. But Dr B C ROY. West 
Bengal's Chief Minister, is suspected 
to have leanings to vested interests. 

MARWARI DOMINATION 

West Bengals Chief Monster is 
an interesting amalgam of many 
qualities and there is more than one 
opinion about Dr B C Roy. Even 
his enemies now concede that he is 
an able and competent man. But 
he is suspect because of his alleged 
association wi th , or dependence on, 
the non-Bengali, Marwari business 
community. Even those who con 
cede his ability resent his " after-me 
the-deluge " attitude. Allegations 
have been made that he has develop
ed megalomania. 

History surely will not accuse Dr 
B C Roy of modesty or of lack of 
convictions. Under the Bi l l , the 
proposed Corporation wi l l have 
powers to raise equity capital. I t , 
therefore, follows that a Marwari, or 
an Englishman, or an American, or 
a Russian, or a Chinese, wi l l have 
the opportunity to be a shareholder 
of the Corporation. Dr B C Roy 
has an undemocratic habit of talk
ing in the first person singular and 
it was typical of him to reply to his 
critics that, though the Corporation 
might seek aid from foreign coun
tries and nationals, he had enough 
confidence in him that he could 
dominate them, instead of being 
dominated by them. 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
CONTROVERY 

lt is necessary to know certain 
essential facts about the proposed 
Corporation to appreciate the criti
cisms against the Government pro 
posal. Under the B i l l , the Deve
lopment Corporation would be a 
pub ic corporate institution. It wi l l 
have powers to borrow or to issue 
shares, To attract capital, there is a 
provision in the Bi l l that the Gov

ernment will guarantee a certain 
rate or dividend to the shareholders. 
The guaranteed dividend is not to 
exceed seven per cent, and will not 
be below five per cent. This ex
plains, though it does not justify, 
the crticism that the Bil l seeks to 

mortgage the destiny of Bengal 
to a few business magnates and 
landlords, or that it seeks to perpe
tuate the control of vested interests. 

It is proposed that the Govern 
meivt wi l l provide the major portion 
of the Corporation's funds. I t , 
therefore, follows that the Legisla
ture wi l l have an oppoitunity to 
have an indirect control over the 
Corporations activities when the 
State budget is under discussion, It 
will have another opportunity to 
scrutinize its activities when the 
Corporation's budget is placed before 
the House. But the Legislature wi l l 
have no authority to modify the 
Corporation's budget. This explains 
the criticism, partly justified if the 
wider issue involved is ignored or 
rejected, that the Bill wi l l lead to 
the " loo t ing of State Budget". 
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It was unfortunate that neither 
the Chief Minister;, who introduced 
the B i l l , nor any of his supporters 
had the wisdom or the diplomacy to 
initiate the debate on a different 
key. It is no use debating whether 
wealth creates well are. Dr B C Roy 
and his Government were not only 
unfactual but showed unfamiliarity 
with modern administrative develop
ments in the sphere concerned in 
emphasizing the welfare aspect of 
the Corporation to the neglect of 
its industrial potentialities. It would 
have been more politic and realistic 
of Dr B C Roy and his Government 
to stress that the Corporation was 
aimed at socialising some sectors of 
industry. 

Dr B C Roy's political, economic 
and administrative advisers, if there 
be any, made the fatal mistake of a 
wrong approach to the whole prob
lem. Most of the proposed Corpo
ration's activities relate to matters 
which are now accepted to be within 
the public sector. To accept mixed 
economy is not to admit the neces
sity of management of nationalised 
industries or projects by Govern
ment depart meats. Through trial 
and error, a device has been dis
covered which ensures management 
of such concerns and projects within 
the public sector through public 
corporations. On principle—-to re 
pent, on principle—the West Ben
gal Government's Development Cor
poration Bi l l docs not lack justifica
tion. It conforms to modern admi
nistrative trends. 

SOCIALISED UNDERTAKINGS 

This is the aspect which should 
have been emphasised by Dr B C 
Roy and his Government. The stress 
should have been on the Govern
ment's policy of socialisation or in
dustries, and not on the practical 
necessity of having a public limited 
company because the Government 
has not the resources to finance the 
'Contemplated projects. This is evi
dent from the Corporation's propos
ed functions, which include disposal 
of sewage and manufacture of sew
age gas, manufacture of salt, fisheries, 
dairy farms, poultry and livestock, 
water supply, drainage and irriga
tion, reclamation and improvement 
of land for establishing townships, or 
for executing housing schemes, or 
for agriculture, and similar other pro
jects in which private enterprise is 
not generally interested. 

Points made by Dr B C Roy, in 
his main reply to the debate on the 
Bi l l , indicate the Government's 
intentions in proposing the mea
sure. Most of the functions of the 

.proposed Corporation relate to those 
which are included in the State's 
Five-Year Plan. From Dr B C Roy's 
reply, it is evident that ft is his and 
his Government's intention to deve
lop the State through exploitation of 
its own resources. Thus is a laud
able idea. But the Bi l l has evoked 
strong criticism in the Assembly, 
and from the people, because both 
are suspicious of the provisions of 

the bill seel in why autho-
rity of the Legilature over the pro-
posed Corporation. One has to be 
familiar wi th political crosscurrents 
in this State to appreciate the argu
ment that these provisions w i l l be 
exploited by the Chief Minister to 
push through his grandiose plans 
and projects, which may satisfy his 
vanity but may not lead to any eco
nomic improvement of the State. 
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