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Weekly Notes 
East Bengal Turns Away 

BY the time these lines are in 
print, the situation facing East 

Bengal wil l probably be clearer. At 
the moment, however, the complete 
eclipse of the Muslim League at the 
polls has made it uncertain in the 
extreme. From the results at hand 
while going to press, it appears cer
tain that the United Front wil l 
have a clear majority to form the 
Government. But only this is clear, 
the rest is made so much more 
obscure. What impact the Unite;! 
Front victory will have on the 
Pakistan Centre? There are already 
whispers in the air of replacing the 
League Cabinet at the Centre by a 
National Government. But can such 
a Government function if the Pak 
Constituent Assembly con turtles to 
be dominated by Leaguers who have 
been rejected by the people of East 
Pakistan and rejected in a manner 
which leaves no doubt that Bengalis 
mean business? 

Particularly because he happens to 
belong to Fast Bengal. Mr Mohamed 
Alt will have to go. Who will re 
place him? Suppose Mr Fazlul 
r i uq , the leader of the United 
Front, is invited to lake up the 
Prime Ministership of Pakistan? 
In the past, he has been known to 
change his loyally and party affi
liation more than once. This may 
lend plausibility to the speculation 
that the league may still try to 
retrieve its position by meeting its 
victor half way. It would be too 
much however to suppose that 
knowing the temper of the Fast 
Bengal people as he docs, even Mr 
Fazlul Huq, notwithstanding his 
past, could he a party to such a 
deal. It is more probable therefore 
that while Mr Fazlul Huq, forms the 
Government in East Bengal, his 
second in command in the United 
Front, Mr Suhrawardy, will storm 
the Centre. The Awami League is 
not without support in West Pakis
tan and it is by no means the case 
that the League has undisputed hold 
in all the provinces of Western 
Pakistan. 

The conditions that the United 
Front leader laid down for forming 
a ministry show how wide the 
breach is between Fast and West 
Pakistan. They boil down to only 
one, viz, a complete change in the 
present relations with India. The 
visa system will have to go; Bengali 
has to be recognised along with 

Urdu as a national language of 
Pakistan; the border trade between 
the two Bengals is to be completely 
free from restrictions and a better 
price has to be obtained for jute. 
by restoring the parity of the two 
rupees, if necessary. All these 
mean a complete reversal of the  
Muslim League policies and a revo
lutionary change in the Pakistan 
Central Government. There are 
other points of dispute which in
volve no such violent break, such 
as a larger share for the people of 
Fast Bengal in defence and central 
revenues, but even these may not 
be possible for Karachi to concede 
without riskine its survival. 

Obviously, defence aid from the 
US did not help the League at the 
polls, indeed, the repercussions of 
the elections in Fast Bengal may 
be far wider than those of Travan-
core Cochin. For the whole of 
South-Fast Asia, it conveys a very 
important lesson. The people arc 
on the move. They demand to be: 
heard and can no longer be ignored. 
No ruling clique can keep them 
down much longer. A straw in the 
wind which looks prophetic in retros-
peel was the result of the elections 
ot the Dacca University Stadents' 
Union in which all the 16 seats held 
by Muslim Leagues went to Com
munis! candidates. Not a single 
Muslim League candidate could 
come out successful. True the 
United Front has no affiliation with 
the Communists. But a movement 
further to the left is inevitable unless 
a genuinely popular government is 
able to deliver the people from the 
oppression of vested interests and a 
corrupt administration, save them 
from want and show them the way 
to a fuller life. That the Mus
lims of East Bengal have turned 
back on the League which wom 
for them Pakistan will cause wild 
enthusiasm in West Bengal, but wi l l 
if open the eyes of the Congress 
Government in that State? 

Bill to Scotch Untouchability 
T H E Untouchability Offences Bill 

in the House of the People 
this week is a long belated step to 
give effect to Article 17 of the Con
stitution which laid down that the 
" enforcement of any disability aris
ing out of ' Untouchability ' shall be 
an offence punishable in accordance 
with law." How different are the 
intentions from practice. True, 
some States have laws to that: effect. 

passed long before the Consi tut ion. 
But the majority of States has no 
such law. 

In order to secure uniformity, the 
Constitution provides in Article 35 
that Parliament alone has the power 
to make laws for punishment of 
offences arising from the infringe 
ment of Fundamental Rights. Even 
the existing State laws on the sub 
ject can only be amended by Parlia
ment. The absence of central legis
lation so far meant that in spite of 
the provisions in the Constitution 
for punishment for enforcing any 
disability on the ground of untouch
ability, offenders could go scot free. 
This anomalous situation is now 
sought to be remedied. Net that 
untouchability will disappear with 
the passing of this bil l , but at least 
an aggrieved party will have a legal 
remedy against this most odious and 
repellent form of disctimination. 

Japanese Exports and Payments 

T H E Anglo-Japanese payments 
agreement which was signed 

on January 20 last, being more or 
levs a renewal of existing at range 
incuts for another year, may not be 
a mailer of concern to members of 
Parliament. But that the trade plan 
which accompanied it, In which 
trade between Japan and the sterling 
area countries is to be balanced, was 
also not a matter of concern to 
Parliament is difficult to swallow, 
even though the Finance Minister 
himself may have said so. Japan's 
payments difficulties are overall but 
more acute vis-a-vis sterling. Japan 
paid dollars last year to liquidate her 
sterling deficit. 
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