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cheerfully the price of an expanding 
economy in the shape of a high 
lapse ratio, conservative Britain man
ages to keep it down to the abso
lute minimum. Shri Pat el rightly 
calls for the ideal of combining the 
two. Whether this can be attain
ed in practice or not, may be debat
able but surely few will when he 

" says—and what he succeeded in 
establishing so clearly—that the 
whole thing is extremely complicat
ed and it would be wrong to draw 
conclusions from incomplete or one
sided data. 

What Shri Pat el is saying is nei
ther academic nor irrelevant for, the 
Insurance Year Book, a very practi
cal and unimaginative compilation, 
works out every year as a matter of 
routine the ratio of lapse in each of 
the first three years of the policies 
for each company. Even so, it 
would be misleading to suggest that 
this provides an all-purpose formula 
for individual companies or that 
one could be worked out for insur
ance companies in general that 
would say something useful about 
the state of life business in the 
country. 

Putting the Clock Back in Africa 

W H E N , wi th in less than 
twenty years of British 

occupation, the Cape began to feel 
the impact of European philan
thropy, the Dutch settlers were un
equipped to comprehend it. I m 
pelled by anti-slave and liberal 
trends of thought at home, the 
British governors began to enact 
legislation which gave a measure of 
protection to the non-white inhabi
tants. The famous Ordinance of 
1828 abolished the offence of 
' vagrancy .' and abolished passes 
for the coloured people. In 1834 
the slaves of the Cape were declar
ed free. And in 1835 Louis T r i -
chardt initiated the Great Trek, 
drawing alter h im many Afrikaner 
fanners and frontiersmen far into 
the unexploded interior. 

" More than any other, the in 
dividual who provoked the Great 
Trek was Dr John Philip of the 
London Missionary Society, a bold 
and liberal spirit long described in 
South African textbooks as ' a 
meddlesome missionary'. The spirit 
of the Trekkers was well enough 
defined by a remark attributed to 
one of them: ' Dr Philip had got 
a law passed which would oblige 
a farmer to marry his daughter to 
a Hottentot, that he would rather 
shoot her than see her so degraded, 
and that Dr Philip had taken all 
his slaves from him, and that he 
wondered at the mercy of God in 

suffering such a man to l i v e ' . But 
the Afrikaners have since corrected 
the mercy of God: one hundred 
years after Dr Philip's' death ,the 
South African Government secured 
an Act to undo the last remnants 
of Dr Philip's work against colour 
discrimination. I n 1951 S o u t h 

Africa put the clock W e t to 1826." 
—Report on South Africa, Basil 
Davidson, p 38. 

—Kenya, too, is now doing it by 
driving back to their tr ibal reserves 
those Africans in Nairobi who have 
no approved' reason for staying 
there. 

Our Delhi Letter 

T h e C u s t o d i a n F o r c e 

T H E Indian Custodian Force 
has at the moment not started 

explanation yet and the psycholo
gical atmosphere has been extra
ordinarily difficult. It is no secret 
that India has had reason to be 
worried and this is understandable 
for the following reasons: 

(i) The force is small (about 
5,000) and with the arrival of 120 
soldiers at Hind Nagar on October 
(), reinforcements for the present 
have been completed. 

(ii) It is unarmed for conflict and 
even depends on the two commands 
for logistic support. 

(iii) Even with 111 repatriates— 
as the position was about ten days 
b a c k—intimidation of prisoners 
belonging to the Korean People's 
Army and the Chinese Volunteer 
Force has been sufficiently serious 
for the Custodian Force to be wor
ried about a smear campaign 'the 
Stars and Stripes incident has been 
significant) or the result of such 
misrepresentations as those regarding 
Wane Shu (who asked to be re 
patriated to China, notwithstanding 
that some people will not believe 
him or the Custochan Force). 

What can be the achievements of 
I he Force in these circumstances 
within the few weeks winch are 
now left before the 26th December 
10 53? What in any case do the 
opponents hope to gain? 'The out
look certainly is somewhat bleak. 
But now that the Prime Minister 
has got off three telegrams to UK, 
USA and Canada (for such good as 
may come of them) there is a dis
position in New Delhi to discount 
the views" of alarmists. 

There are two reasons for this. 
In the first place, the Force in 
Korea is composed of crack troops, 

whose toughness, rather surpris
ingly, is fully equal to that of the 
Korean and Chinese prisoners of 
war. In the second place, it i : ; not 
quite clear that the threats to the 
Force are not all bluff. For the 
present, the Government of India 
proceeds on this assumption and it 
may be proved yet that a cool head 
is a very good asset. 

On the merits of the questions 
involved, namely, the validity of 
rules regulating the explanations, the 
time allowed for them and the 
Force's responsibility for providing 
food, clothing and amenities accord
ing to the standard desired by the 
prisoners, the Custodian Force 
wants, of course, to do its best. If 
its best is not good enough, how
ever, if the time is cut short, il 
individual explanations cannot be 
arranged on the scale which the 
Force would desire, and it acts of 
violence prove to be frequent—well, 
it is the best that am Force can 
do in the circumstances. Looking 
upon its task in the light, the Custo
dian Force is, perhaps, not unduly 
worried. 

The worst will be known within 
three months. The Force may be 
accused by both sides—by one com 
mand because it was pro-Commun
ist and by the other because it 
failed to measure up to its responsi
bilities, failed to get an extension 
of time or put down subversive 
activity in POW camps, for exam 
pic. This will be no strange expe
rience for India. There may be 
some truth in some of these allega
tions. After all, the turn that 
events have taken could not have 
been fully anticipated; if they had 
been, the Force might have been 
better prepared to deal with the 
situation which prevails today. The 
Custodian Force is, however, expect
ed to succeed in preserving the 
armistice, or rather m ensuring that 
neither side will have enough on 
prima facie reason to go back upon 
it, because of the way in which 
POWs have been treated. This by 
itself will be no mean achievement. 

It is not claimed for the Indian 
Custodian Force that it is fully equal 
to all the demands of an impossible 
situation. On the evidence so far, 
il can be claimed, however, that it 
is in command, and that it has so 
managed matters that the armistice 
will continue and that the vital 
question of peace or war wil l not 
depend on what a few Koreans or 
Chinese, or for the matter of that, 
allied nationals may not do. 
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