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W e e k l y N o t e s 
Back to Tribal Reserves 

A L L Africans without a job a r e 
being screened and forced to 

leave Nairobi, because they arc sus
pected of harbouring Mau M a u 
sympathisers. Midnapur . Dacca, 
and other towns of East Bengal had 
a mi ld taste of what screening is, 
but in Nairobi it is a different affair. 
For 15 to 20 thousand Africans, men, 
women and children, who have no 
particular business to be in the town, 
are being marched off to their tribal 
areas. One does not know if these 
tribal areas are called reserves in 
Kenya. So long, the natives did not 
need a pass to leave their villages 
to seek jobs elsewhere, as they have 
to do in South Africa. 

Commonwealth has all along 
looked upon Malan as the black 
sheep in the family. The Colonial 
Office does not discriminate between 
the coloured and white people in 
theory, so there cannot be legal dis
abilities against the natives, however 
strong social discrimination may be. 
It is the local whites who are blamed 
for wanting to do the wrong things 
and the Colonial Office is supposed 
to hold them back. But non-dis
crimination is an empty formula 
where differences are radical and 
economic forces are constantly at 
work to widen rather than narrow 
them. The veneer of civili ty, how
ever, is thin and wears off readily 
enough at the slightest friction. To 
say so, is not to condone M a u M a u 
atrocities but only to point out that 
White M a u in action is no better 
than Black M a u and offers no solu
tion. The l ip service to fairness and 
equality is soon forgotten and people 
of English descent in the dark con
tinent toe Malan's line readily 
enough, though they may be 
genuinely surprised to be told that 
it is aparthied they are introducing 
in East Africa and in the very same 
manner. Only the phasing of the 
programme is different but that is 
because the pressure of native popu
lation in the white man's territory 
has not developed as fast as it has 
done in South Africa. 

The Government of Kenya ap
pears to have succumbed to the 
same craven fear that has over come 
the white population, for only those 
who are in a blue funk can act in 
the manner in which it has been 
acting. Mass eviction of Africans 
who had trekked to Nairobi , because 
the tr ibal reserves could no longer 
support them, is no solution either 

of the racial or of the economic 
problem. Who cares? 

Kenya Africans w i l l win their 
freedom and the right to be masters 
in their own country some day, for 
the local whites as well as the Co
lonial Office are up against forces 
which are too strong for them. But 
the hope that the struggle of the 
Africans may be easier, now that 
Asia has shown the way, flickers and 
wanes. For neither history nor rea
son are adequate antidotes to greed 
and stupidity, particularly when 
these masquerade in the guise of 
something else. 
The Dream City Comes to Life 
C O R B U S I E R ' s dream city 

has come to life. Chandigarh 
is the latest, ultra-modern and brand 
new addition to capital cities which 
was formally inaugurated as the 
capital of Punjab this week. Too 
small to rank wi th them yet, Chan
digarh follows the tradition of Jai
pur and New Delhi, of planned 
capital cities in India . 

Architecturally it goes back to the 
fundamental principle of functional-
ism from which the Public Works 
Department had broken so violently 
away during the British days. There 
was some attempt at adaptation and 
towards evolving a national type of 
architecture latterly, but the Indo-
Sarasenic models were still exotic 
and not fully assimilated to the 
country. If Corbusier has gone back 
to functionalism, Chandigarh can in 
no sense symbolise India's " freedom 
unfettered by traditions of the past ", 
whatever Pandit Nehru might say. 

The architect who designed the 
headquarters of the United Nations 
in New York did not have much 
success in Soviet Russia, because the 
Russians could feel no enthusiasm 
for C o r b u s i e r 's creations that 
lacked the gorgeousness, stolidity 
and glitter which the M u j i k had 
come to regard wi th awe as the 
visible symbols of wealth and glory. 
It was in a rootless New Delhi that 
Corbusier found enthusiastic sup
port. 

How does the city of tomorrow, 
which is necessarily of a classless 
society, provide for social classes 
who do not want to be grouped 
altogether? However modern the 
architecture and ultra-new town-
planning, Chandigarh has not de
parted from the principles of segre
gation. The high officials do not 
have to rub shoulders w i th the low
ly, though its roads, buildings, offices, 

hospitals and cinema houses have 
been planned with an eye to the re
quirements and convenience of the 
humbler people like sweepers, peons, 
daftaries, clerks and others of the 
lower income group, who rarely get 
any special attention when things 
are planned in a big way. Every 
house, however humble the occu
pant might be, has a compound, 
and no houses face the streets that 
have heavy traffic. This has been 
done to avoid traffic jams and also 
to protect the occupants from the 
dust from the roads. 

The road planning of the city is 
rectangular and not circular, as in 
New Delhi. The grandeur, the ex
panse and the wastage of space have 
been given up in favour of conve
nience and simplicity. The rectan
gular pattern is borrowed from New 
York, but it goes back, we are told, 
to Mohenjedaro and here also there 
is no departure from the traditions 
of the past, which so impressed 
Pandit Nehru. Chandigarh may 
not be an expression in concrete of 
the new outlook on life, it certainly 
has a new look. 

Pak Constituent Assembly 
Deadlock Resolved 

E A S T B E N G A L gets a majo
rity of seats in the Lower 

House, in recognition of its numeri
cal strength in the total population 
of the two wings of Pakistan but it 
has to accept equality of representa
tion in the Upper House with the 
other provinces. This is the formula 
which has solved the deadlock in 
constitution-making and enables the 
Pakistan Constituent Assembly to 
meet in order to draw up the Con
stitution. Who has won and who 
has lost, it is difficult to say, for 
much depends on the provisions for 
the solution of a dispute between 
the two Houses and the manner in 
which these wi l l work out in practice. 
Disputes are to be finally resolved 
at a joint session of the two Houses, 
where the representation of East and 
West Pakistan is 50 : 50! These 
provisions are an integral part of the 
formula, and so is the method of 
election of the Head of the State, 
and the fixed rule that the President 
and the Prime Minister would have 
to -be selected from " different zones 
of the country ", which mean East 
and West Pakistan. 

The Pakistan Prime Minister 
Mr Mohamed A l i interrupted a 
meeting of the Musl im League Par
liamentary Party in Karachi last 
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week to announce this formula for 
which he has been able to secure 
complete agreement. This is a 
signal achievement on his part and 
his success is as much due to his 
winning personality, open mind, 
breadth of outlook and his personal 
popularity as to the position that 
East Bengal, which he represents, 
holds in the politics of Pakistan. But 
w i l l East Bengal consent for long to 
take the same rank wi th the Frontier 
Province or wi th Baluchistan in the 
Upper House? The membership of 
the Lower House would be as fol-

In the Upper House, each of these 
five units w i l l have 100 seats. 

Confidence and no-confidence mo
tions would be decided by a joint 
sitting of the two Houses and the 
Head of the State would be elected 
in the same way. Votes of a joint 
session must include 30 per cent of 
voting of the members present from 
each of the two zones, ie, East Paki
stan and West Pakistan, in case of 
difference of opinion between the 
two Houses on any measure, a joint 
session would be called to decide 
the issue by majority. If deadlock 
is reached on any issue of importance, 
the President would have powers to 
dissolve Parliament and order fresh 
elections on the advice of the M i 
nistry. 

A part of the agreed formula is 
that the Head of the State and the 
Prime Minister w i l l always come 
from different zones of the country. 

In a joint session of the two 
Houses, there w i l l be parity between 
the two zones, East Pakistan having 
165 members in the Lower House 

and 10 in the Upper House, and the 
four units of West Pakistan having 
an equal number of 175 members, 
ie, 135 in the Lower House and 40 
in the Upper House, 

Pulling up the Hard Way 

T H E general downtrend in the 
prices of raw materials this year 

has involved raw material produc
ing countries in serious difficulties. 

"Though Pakistan depends for its 
foreign exchange mainly on two 
fibres, viz, cotton and jute, both of 
which have suffered a decline in 
price, her balance of payments posi
tion has been improved by a drastic 
reduction in imports. As a result 
of the sharp decline in the prices of 
cotton and jute, Pakistan's export 
earnings declined from Rs 240.61 
crores in the year to 1952, to Rs 
150.95 crores in the year to June 
last, of which Rs 53.76 crores were 
on jute. The open general licenses 
were severely restricted in August 
last year and were completely abo-
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