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At Home and Abroad 

Record Foodgrains Output 

THE output of cereals in 1952-53 
Jhas been the highest on record 

since Independence. The overall 
production of cereals (both Kharif 
and Rabi) amounts to 45.65 mill ion 
tons, which is the highest since pre
war years, except in 1943-44 when 
the output was 48.2 mill ion tons. 

The final estimate of Rabi cereals, 
just released, is 9.43 million tons. 
This is the highest since 1945-46 
and is corn prised of 6.76 mill ion 
tons of wheat and 2.66 million tons 
of barley. The production of barley-
is a new record. 

Other points about the 1952-53 
agricultural season are as follows. 
Since pre-war years, the area under 
jowar, bajra and maize, as well as 
under all Kharif cereals, has been 
the highest. The acreage under all 
cereals has established a new record 
of 200 million acres. The produc
tion of rice has touched a new 
record of 23.4 million tons and is 
higher than in 1949-50 and 1950-51 
despite larger acreages in those 
years. The production of jowar and 
bajra has been the highest since 
1945-46. The production of all 
Kharif cereals has been the highest 
since the pre-war years, except in 
1943-44 when it was 39.5 mil l ion 
tons. The production of wheat has 
been the highest since 1945-46. 

Calculating Equipment for India 

A N E W Power-Samas machine, 
which deals wi th 120 cal

culations per minute, wi l l be used 
to give quicker facts on all sorts of 
complex problems which wi l l arise in 
the execution of the Five-Year Flan. 
Arrangements to supply the equip
ment, which can handle the great 
bulk of statistical material and ana
lyses of accounts, which is piling up, 
were made recently. 

Import of Coconut O i l 

Established importers, who were 
permitted to utilise only half the 
face value of their licences for 
import in the form of coconut oi l , 
the other half being utilised for the 
import of copra or coconut kernel, 
wi l l now be allowed to import the 
oil upto two-thirds of the face value 
of the licences, the remaining one-
third being utilised for the import 
of copra or coconut kernel only. 

The Customs authorities have 
been advised to allow clearance of 
coconut oil upto two-thirds of the 
value of the licence held and no 

amendment or endorsement is, 
therefore, necessary. 

Duty Free Research Material 

The Government of India has 
decided to consider, on an ad hoc 
basis, requests for the grant of 
exemption from customs duty levi
able on research materials, such as 
sera, vaccines, drugs, etc., supplied 
free of cost to approved Govern
ment research institutions for re
search purposes. 

Applications fur the grant of such 
exemption should he made to the 
Ministry of Finance (Revenue Div i 
sion) through the Collector of Cus
toms or the Collector of Central 
Excise concerned. 

New Railway Lines 

Slightly over 37 miles of new 
railway lines were opened in India 
during January-June 1953. The  
new lines are: (i) Diggi-Tordi Sagar, 
13 miles, opened on May 12; (ii) 
Shornur-Angadipuram, 17.50 miles, 
opened on Apri l 16; and (iii) Vasad-
Kathana, 26.60 miles, opened on 
June 6, 1953. 

The Railway Board has decided 
that a traffic survey should be carried 
out by the Western Railway for a 
metre-gauge railway line from Rani 
wara to Bhiladi. The line will be 
43.6 miles in length- Connecting 
the Kaidla-Deesa line with Rani-
wara, it wi l l join the metre-gauge 
system in Jodhpur with that in 
Saurashtra and Kutch. 

Jute Crop Prospects 

Jute cultivation in West Bengal 
has suffered a slight set-kick this 
year with a decline in the area of 
cultivation. A preliminary survey 
conducted by the State Government 
puts the total acreage at 700,000. 
Last year (1952-53), jute was grown 
on 836,300 acres of laud in the 
State. Though the crop growth is 
reported to be very satisfactory in 
the northern districts of Cooch-
liehar, Jalpaiguri and Siliguri, the 
picture is not as bright in the east
ern and western, districts of West 
Bengal. Sowings in these districts 
were unusually delayed by drought, 
and the continuous heavy showers 
have adversely affected the intercut 
iural operations in the Capsularis 
(white) growing areas. The loss in 
the yield of Capsular is jute is, how
ever, likely to be partly compensat
ed by increased sowings of Olitorius 
jute helped by late showers. 

Rich Fishing Grounds 

Very large unfished areas exist in 
the western part of the Indian 
Ocean, where fishing by the simple 
method of hand-lines yields catches 
per hour equal to the average effort 
of trawlers on some of the richer 
fishing grounds in Europe. This is 
disclosed in a Report on the Mauri-
tuis Scychelles Fisheries Survey, 1948-
49, just published in London. There 
is a fishable area of 7,500 square 
miles wit Inn three days' steaming off 
the Seychelles. Large-scale produc
tion of salted fish and shark, 
"wh ich command a vast and ready 
market in the tropics", should 
prove to be very profitable. 

Magnetic Observatory for 
Pakistan 

Work has been started by the 
Pakistan Government on the con
struction of a magnetic observatory 
at Quetta, 500 miles north of Kara
chi near the Khyber Bass and the 
Afghan border. T i m observatory 
will measure overall changes m the 
earth's magnetic force. Measure
ments taken there can be used as a 
basis of comparison so that field 
observers, prospecting the region for 
mineral resources, can check their 
findings. 

An international UNESCO Tech
nical Assistance team has helped in 
the establishment of the observatory, 
which is part of a new geophysical 
research centre at Quetta. 

(Continued from page 958) 

Ou t of the 5,000-ton quota for 
castor oil shippers are said already 
to have contracted for 1,000 tons, 
and stocks of oil wi th them are 
estimated around 2,000 tons. Ex
porters do not expect any revival 
of American demand for Indian 
oi l , Brazilian castor o i l being cheap
er. European buying is likely to 
remain small. Last week Europe 
was reported a buyer of castor oil 
first pressure and commercial at 
around £152 and £141 respective
ly. This leaves a profit of about 
Rs 40 and Rs 15 per ton. A l low
ing domestic consumption of about 
35.000 tons of castorseeds. and 
25,000 tons of oil already shipped, 
and assuming that the present quota 
of 5,000 tons is also shipped there is 
likely to remain a surplus of about 
25,000 tons of castorseeds unt i l the 
new crop reaches the market in 
February. The outlook for castor 
futures is therefore by no means 
encouraging. 
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