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At Home and Abroad 

Pump Canal Scheme for UP 
C O N S T R U C T I O N of five pump-

canals in the eastern districts 
of Uttar Pradesh at a cost of Rs 10 
croies, in addition to the irr igat ion 
projects already included in the Five-
Year Plan, is under the considera
tion of the State Government. When 
completed, the canals wil l irrigate 
about 2.4 million acres of additional 
land in paddy-growing areas in the 
eastern districts, for which tube-wells 
arc not of much use. A survey has 
shown that the rivets, which flow 
generally from north to south in 
these districts, can provide enough 
water to feed the canals wi th the 
help of pumps. 

One canal wi l l serve about 600,000 
acres of land in Deoria and Gorakh-
pur districts by lifting water from 
the Gandak River. The second canal 
wi l l be fed by the Ghagra in Tanda 
(Fyzabad district) to irrigate about 
1 mill ion acres in Azamgarh, Ghazi-
pur and Jaunpur districts. The 
third near Dorighat wi l l supply 
water, also from the river Ghagra, 
to about 300,000 acres in Azamgarh 
East and Rasra tehsil in Ballia dis
trict. The fourth wil l irrigate 
250,000 acres in Gunda and Bah-
raich districts from waters of the 
Sarju. The fifth project wi l l l i f t 
water from the Ganges and the Gan
dak to irrigate about 200,000 acres 
in Mariahu tehsil in Jaunpur dis
trict and Bhadohi and Banaras tch-
sils, in Banaras district. 

The total cost of irrigation pro
jects in Uttar Pradesh included in 
the Five-Year Plan so far is Rs 49.44 
crores, of which Rs 19.11 crores is 
to be incurred during the period of 
the Plan. 

Indo-Pak Locust Control 

Joint arrangements for meeting the 
locust menace, which threatens 
India and Pakistan, were reached at 
a two-day meeting of the delegates 
of the two countries held in Karachi 
last week. Whi l e existing plans of 
the organisations in the two coun
tries were considered adequate to 
control the summer breedings, it was 
agreed that special attention should 
be paid to the desert areas of Khair-
pur in Pakistan and Jaisalmer in 
India, which are likely to have heavy 
rainfall. During the breeding sea
son, the number of outposts in both 
these areas, it was felt, should be 
increased to ensure more effective 
control. 

The present system of exchange 

of information between the heads ,of 
the two organisations by fortnightly 
bulletins and telegrams wil l conti
nue, but to ensure prompt exchange 
of information between field officers 
in the two countries, it was agreed 
that officers located near the Indo-
Pakistan border should communicate 
directly with their opposite numbers 
in the other country during the 
breeding period. A joint survey of 
the Indo-Pakistan border proposed 
by the Pakistan delegates was not 
found feasible but it was decided to 
hold meetings between responsible 
officers of the two organisations at 
certain outposts when necessary. 

As the method of controlling fly
ing swarms with aircraft was yet in 
the experimental stage in all coun
tries, it was also agreed that large-
scale field trials should be carried 
out during the next campaign, parti
cularly during autumn-winter when 
the swarms are inactive. 

W o r l d W o o l Output 

World wool production in .1952-53 
has been provisionally estimated at 
4,190 million lbs on greasy basis 
snowing a rise of 6 per cent over 
the preceding season. This percent
age increase is the largest of the 
post-war period, the next best being 
2.5 per cent in 1950-51. On a clean 
basis the year's wool production is 
placed at 2,435 mil l ion lbs as against 
2,301 mill ion lbs in the previous 
season. 

Plastic Moulding Powder 
Waste effluent from producer gas 

plants of fertiliser factories can be 
utilised for the manufacture of plastic 
moulding powder, according to 
recent investigations carried out at 
the Shri Ram Institute for Indus
trial Research at Delhi . The plastic 
moulding industry consumes annually 
about 8,000 tons of moulding 
powders, mostly imported. As the 
development of the plastic industry 
has been restricted by the non-avail
ability of a cheap and plentiful sup
ply of phenols, development of indi
genous production merits high prior
ity. 

Sulphur from Vindhya 
Pradesh Coal 

A substantial contribution to the 
sulphur requirements of the country 
can be made by the recovery of 
pyrites from Vindhya Pradesh coal 
and its beneficiation, according to a 
series of investigations conducted by 
the Fuel Research Institute, Jealeora, 

Bihar. The coal of the Nowrozabad 
colliery, it was found, contained o.8 
to 1.3 per cent of pyritic sulphur. 
Practically 80 per cent of the pyritic 
sulphur could be separated from the 
coal as it gets concentrated in the 
rejects. 

The removal of sulphur from coal 
is necessary not only for the recovery 
of sulphur, but also for providing 
coal free from sulphur for cement 
works and for power generation. 
Thus pyrites from coal can be 
obtained, without any extra expense, 
in the normal washery treatment of 
coal. Nearly 1.6 tons of pyrites 
(about 0.8 ton of sulphur) can be 
recovered from 100 tons of Now
rozabad coal. Pyrites can be roasted 
for the production of sulphur 
dioxide for use in sulphuric acid 
manufacture. On the basis of 
150 tons of coal washed per hour 
for 20 hours a day, about 48 tons of 
pyrites per day could be had from 
this source. 

Registration of Industries Rules 
The rules for the registration and 

licensing of industrial undertakings 
under the Industries (Development 
and Regulation) Act, 1951, are 
being amended by the Government 
of India following the amendment 
in May of the Industries {Develop-
ment and Regulation) Act, The 
proposed amendments have been 
published in a Gazette of India 
(Extraordinary) dated July 20, 1953, 
and objections or suggestions in res
pect of these draft amendments are 
invited before August 5, 1953. 

Sugar Imports 
The Government of India has 

invited tenders for the import of 
30,000 tons of sugar for shipment 
before the end of September next 
from both sterling and dollar areas. 
Necessary import licences wil l be 
issued to the successful tenderers. 

The last date for submitting ten
ders, details of which have been 
already circulated, is August 4, 1953. 

Cheaper Mulherry Leaves 
In order t;o produce cheaper and 

more mulberry leaves for the benefit 
of silk producers, the Central Silk 
Board has started raising high yield
ing mulberry grafts at Kollegal nur
sery and distributing them to silk 
producers. Thousands of such grafts 
arc being raised and distributed. 

The trees from these grafts on an 
average yield eight thousand pounds 
of leaves per acre per year while the 
local variety of mulberry gives three 
thousand pounds. One man can 
prepare 350 to 400 grafts per day 
and 70 to 80 per cent of them are 
successful. 
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