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Bengal Needs A Government 

THE present leader of the West Bengal Government shares w i th 
Shri M o r a r j i Desai the distinction of having been appointed a 

minister after being rejected by the electorate at the polls. But he 
holds the unique distinction of continuing to remain a minister without 
submitting to the ordeal of another election contest as Morar j i did, 
which must be said to his credit. The fact that Shri P C Sen was 
left in charge of the Government when Dr B C Roy left the country 
in the thick of the Calcutta disturbances says as much for his ability 
as for the key position he holds in the party machine. Congress legis
lators and the Congress Pradesh Committee contended for power and 
mastery in West Bengal as they d id in other States. In the early days 
of the Congress Government in West Bengal, bickerings were frequent, 
the cleavage wide and the Minis try never secure in its saddle. But 
of late, the differences have been patched up to a sufficient extent to 
ensure a stable ministry. At least Dr B C Roy has not been hampered 
by dissensions among his supporters, in the legislature. 

But though stable, the Ministry has been far from popular 
and the hold of the Pradesh Congress Committee and of the Con
gress Government in the State appears to be feeble indeed, judging* 
from recent events. For it is not only the West Bengal Government 
that cut a sorry figure by refusing to take any notice of the popular 
opposition and resentment which found an outlet in the agitation against 
the enhancement of tram fares. This had clearly been made a test case 
for the popular elements to try out their strength against the Govern
ment which came down, but not gracefully, by agreeing to refer the 
dispute to a tr ibunal and suspending the higher fares un t i l the tribunal 
has decided the issue. The Pradesh Congress Committee cut an even 
more sorry figure when its President, Shri Atulya Ghosh, issued an open 
challenge against the threat of general strike which was carried out in 
spite of the opposition of the Congress Party. The WBPCC could do 
nothing to stop it , it could not even send out some volunteers to persuade 
the people not to take part in the strike. Far from helping to restore 
peace, the Congress President's appeal seems to have added fuel to the 
fire and the general strike became a t r ia l of strength, not only wi th 
the Government but w i t h the Party also. This is not a distinction 
without difference, in view of the recent history of Congress politics in 
the State. But if he could not stop a general strike the President of 
the BPCC should at least have demonstrated, by his subsequent actions 
that he stuck to his guns. Far from doing that, Shri Atulya Ghosh was one 
of the first to congratulate the Government on its wisdom in referring 
the dispute to a tr ibunal . If he had thought this to be the right course, 
why had he not exercised whatever polit ical influence he 'and his Com
mittee could exert for the adoption of this sensible course at an'earlier 
stage, if he believed well that timely action on his p a r t ' could have made 
some difference? 

Since it has now been decided to refer the question to an indepen-
den t r r ibuna l , it would not be proper to prejudge the issue, but wi thout 

being- guilty of i t , one can still say a quarter anna rise in tram fares 


