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At Home and Abroad 

Wireless Factory 
The Government of India is 

understood to have signed an agree
ment v i th a French firm, Compagnie 
General de Telegraphie, for technical 
assistance for the establishment of a 
wireless products factory to meet in 

Particular the requirements of the 
Defence services, the Communica

tions Ministry and the Broadcasting 
Department Nearly four years ago 
the then Ministry of Industry and 
Supply had called for project reports 
from various British and Continental 
firms, wi th a view to setting up an 
electronics industry. 

The execution of the project now 
decided upon wi l l be entrusted to the 
Ministry of Defence. The location 
of the factory remains to be settled, 
however. 

Pakistan Stops Gunny Bags 
The Government of Pakistan has 

decided to stop imports of hessian 
and gunny bags from India . This 
is expected to save for Pakistan 
Rs 3½ crores of foreign exchange 
annually. Pakistan's requirements 
w i l l be met from increased produc
t ion of Adamjee Jute Mi l l s in East 
Bengal. It imports become neces
sary they w i l l be obtained from 
Dundee and not from India . 

This may not mean much of a 
loss to India. West Pakistan's share 
of Ind ian exports of hessian bags 
has been as follows: 

Exports of gunny bags to Western 
Pakistan in the five months, A p r i l 
to August 1952 were only 526,338 
bags. Exports to East Pakistan dur
ing this period amounted to 965 
tons only. 

No Costly Search 
The Madras Government is not in 

favour of a costly search for foreign 
market for handloom goods and is 
only trying to obtain .for them an 
assured internal market by reserva
t ion of production of certain varie
ties, the Madras Minister for Indus
tries, Dr U. Krishna Rao, said in 
reply to a question in the State legis
lature. 

Standards on Caustic Soda 
, Standards for caustic soda are 
being prepared by the Ind i an 

Standards Inst i tut ion. The stand
ard for the technical grade of the 
material was published in 1950; the 
standard specification for sodium 
hydroxide, analytical reagent, ( I S : 
276-—1952), has been published; 
the draft pure caustic soda is under 
preparation. 

Caustic soda is requited in the 
manufacture of a number of chemi
cal industries, pulp and paper, soap, 
textiles, etc. 

Bombay Dockyard Expansion 
It has been decided to undertake 

the extension of the naval dockyard 
in Bombay as the existing dockyard 
is considered inadequate, for the 
present needs of the Navy. Sir 
Alexander Gibb and Partners of 
London, have been appointed as 
consulting engineers. 

Cost of Jute Production 
The cost of production of jute 

would vary from field to field and 
variety to variety, Shri K i d w a i in 
formed Parliament in a. wri t ten 
reply to a question. 

The Indian Central Jute Com
mittee had compiled some data 
for certain centres which shows 
that in 1951 the average cost of 
production of jute for those centres 
was about Rs 29. 

The figures for 1952 are not yet 
available as the collection of all 
necessary data has not yet been 
completed. 

Bank Deposit Gurantee 
The Travancore-Cochin Gov

ernment has extended the guarantee 
to fixed deposits in the In do-Com
mercial Bank for a further period 
of one year from October 8, 1952. 
The previous guarantee was for 
three years. The maximum amount 
of guarantee is also reduced from 
Rs 25 lakhs to Rs 20 lakhs. The 
Government has edso noted wi th 
satisfaction that the bank has already 
been able to obtain several deposits 
without the Government guarantee. 

Aluminium in Gold Coast 

THE scheme tinder which the 
United Kingdom, the Cold 

Coast Government, and Canadian 
and British aluminium producers 
would develop large-scale aluminium 
production in the Gold Coast has 
been published 11 London in a 
W h i t e Paper. 

Successful completion of the 
scheme wi l l guarantee British indus
try additional Sterling Area supplies 
of aluminium at competitive prices 
while the Gold Coast wi l l be enabl
ed to develop further its great mine
ral wealth and create a new source of 
power. 

Under this scheme, the resources 
of water power and bauxite ha the 
Gold Coast wi l l be developed to the 
mutual advantage of the two coun
tries, and aluminium produced at an 
ultimate rate of 210,000 tons a year. 
The total capital expenditure is about 
£100,000,000 initially, rising ul t i 
mately to £144,000,000. The expen
diture wi l l be shared among the dif
ferent parties. 

The British Government has pro
posed, however, with the agreement 
of the Gold Coast Government and 
the aluminium producers, that a pre
paratory commission shall be set up 
at once lo follow up the work which 
has been done already and to examine 
in greater detail the chief problems 
which would have to be overcome. 

The preliminary report of the con
sultants, Sir W i l l i a m Halcrow and 
Partners, in July 1950 indicated that 
the Volta basin development would 
be uneconomical without a hydro
electric project, and that this in turn 
would be uneconomical without the 
heavy demand for power of an alumi
nium factory. Later in the same 
year a joint mission from the British 
Aluminium Company and Alumini
um L t d of Canada confirmed that 
the Volta River project was a sound 
engineering and economic proposi
tion. 

According to the proposals the 
aluminium smelter and bauxite mines 
would be managed by private enter
prise, the aluminium companies and 
the Gold Coast Government sharing 
in the provision of the equity capital. 
The land required for the smelter 
would be leased to the smelter com
pany for a period of 80 years, plus 
not more than three years for the 
construction of the smelter. Reserves 
near Yen ah in alone arc capable of 
yielding one million tons of bauxite 
annually for 200 years. 

W o r k is just beginning on the new 
port of Tcma, 18 miles from Accra 
and is expected to be completed in 
five years. This site would be con
venient for the aluminium factory 
and also extremely useful in the gen
eral development of the Gold Coast 
and Togoland. 

Free Gold Sales in the Philippines 
Gold producers in the Philippines 

have been permitted by the Central 
Bank of the Philippines to sell their 
entire output at any price to buyers 
of their own choice wi th in the conn-
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try. Export remains subject to 
licence by the Bank at the official 
price of 70 pesos per fine ounce. 
Hitherto gold producers had to sell 
25 per cent of their output to the 
Central Bank at the official price. 

The freedom now given is to offset 
the increase in wages that w i l l arise 
from the M i n i m u m Wages Law. It 
had become necessary because the 
Secretary of Labour refused to accept 
the recommendation of the Labour 
Department's Wage Board to post
pone for six months the enforcement 
of the Law. Gold miners, however, 
had also asked for a revaluation of the 
privileges given to labour by way of 
free quarters, rice rations, water, 
l ight, hospital and school facilities 
etc. 

Gold production in the Philip
pines had declined from 39.43 mil l ion 
US dollars (at the US Treasury rate 
of $35 per fine ounce) in 1940 and 
had completely stopped in 1945. 
Subsequently production was resumed 
and reached $13.83 mil l ion in 1951. 

Production in the first f ive months 
of this year was at an annual rate of 
7.4 per cent higher than last year. 
The Philippine islands rank the 
n in th among the gold producing 
countries. 

Port Development in East Pakistan 
The capacity of the Chit tagong 

por t has been expanded from 
500,000 tons at the time of par t i 
t ion to over 2 mi l l ion tons, Pakis
tan's Minister for Communications 
stated in reply to a question in 
Parliament. The Ghalna anchor
age in East Pakistan is also deve
loping fast and has now four work
ing, sets of moorings wi th the neces
sary port facilities. It can handle 
500 tons annually. 

The scheme for construction of a 
dry-dock in Karachi port has also 
been finalised and the construction 
work is to begin next year. 

Austral ia Relaxes Import C o n t r o l 
I m p o r t restrictions in Australia 

w i l l be relaxed slightly from Janu
ary 1, 1953 and in particular big
ger supplies of consumer goods w i l l 
be available by the middle of next 
year. Importers w i l l be able to 
apply for licences to the fu l l value 
of their quotas for goods not o r i 
ginating in the dollar area or Japan. 

The relaxation has been made 
possible by the recovery in overseas 
funds and balance of payments of 
the sterling area. The policy of re
laxation w i l l continue as the balance 
of payments position improves 
further. 

Twenty-six items including motor 
vehicles plants, pigments a n d 
colours., rare minerals like t i tanium, 
zincon and rutale have been freed 
from export controls. 

Drastic import cuts had been i m 
posed in M a r c h and, beginning w i t h 
June, every m o n t h Australia had a 
favourable trade balance. In the 
first four months of the current 
fiscal year -July to October—Aus
tral ia had a favourable trade bal-
lance of £A62,500,009 compared to 
a deficit of £A 166,800,000 in the 
same period in 1951-52. 

Price Support for Jap Textiles 
The proposal for a price support 

system for Japanese cotton textiles 
similar to the Commodity Credit 
Corporation of the Un i t ed States, 
it is reported, has received the ap
proval of the Governor of the Bank 
of Japan who has agreed to put it 
up before a conference of Osaka 
cotton textile leaders. 

A similar proposal had been dis
cussed last spring when textile 
prkes declined steeply but it was 

dropped because there was difficulty 
of raising the necessary funds a n d 
textile prices recovered subse
quently. 

The price support enrisaged by 
the industry calls for a loan of 5,000 
mi l l ion yen either f r o m the Govern
ment or f rom the Bank of Japan 
to enable the proposed organisation 
to purchase and hold surplus cot
ton goods qualified for export. T h e 
support level w i l l be decided on the 
basis of international cotton yarn 
prices. 

Free Trade in Zinc 
Free trade in zinc w i l l be permit

ted on the London Metal Exchange 
from January 2, 1953. The assurance 
given by the Ministry of Supplies not 
to unload on the market its holdings, 
estimated at between 150,000 and 
200,000 tons is expected to prevent 
the prices from tumbling down. Cur
rent official prices around £110 per 
ton arc considerably higher than the 
open market prices on the Continent 
around £88. 

Although free trading is being re
stored, exchange controls will con
tinue to apply. The regulations in 
this respect are similar to those in 
operation in the case of free trading 
in tin and lead. Traders trading on 
the London Metal Exchange have to 
be members of the Exchange and can 
purchase zinc from any part of the 
world and wi l l be given import licen
ces- by the Board of Trade. 

Tea Growing in Backgarden 
To the travails of Indian tea in the 

British market may be added the 
successful experiment of an English 
planter, who has .spent nearly 40 years 
growing tea in Assam, in growing it 
in much less familiar surroundings— 
his backgarden in England. He is 
Mr Ernest J. Nicholls, one of the 
world's leading tea experts. 

In an unheated greenhouse near 
his home at Colchester, in Essex, he 
has many different types of tea 
plants, including varieties from India, 
Indo-China and Burma. He has 
also developed some hybrid types. 
A l l are flourishing in the specially-
prepared acid soil in the greenhouse. 

He is now growing a group of tea 
plants on an adjoining open piece of 
ground to test the reaction of the 
hardier types of tea plant to the 
English climate and has already 
achieved a good measure of success. 
He is gradually acclimatising the 
sturdy, glossy plants to their new en-
vi ronment At this time of the year 
they receive some protection from 
frosts and cold winds. Eventually, if 
the plants react favourably, they may 
become adapted to the vatiable Eng
lish climate. 
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Sleeper Sea Flights from Bombay 
F u l l sleeping arrangements are 

offered in the Sleeper Seat flights 
which the T W A are inaugurating 
f r o m January 5 next, on their 
Bombay-New York service, The 
sleeper-planes w i l l leave Bombay on 
Monday evenings and this service 
w i l l be in addit ion to T W A ' s 
standard flights on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

The interior arrangement on the 
new flights w i l l be one of the most 
spacicus aboard any aircraft in the 
air today, t l . J number of passengers 
carried having been reduced f rom 
44 to 32, in order to provide for 
max imum comfort. The airplanes 
used w i l l be advanced-type Constel
lations. 

The Sleeper Seats are of a new 
design, and w i t h a deeply reclin
ing hack and extending- foot-rest, 
w i l l enable passengers to enjoy 
restful sleep, on the journey to 
Europe and the U S A . 

Growing Tobacco in Britain 
For the first time since the days 

of Sir Walter Raleigh, tobacco is 
being grown in the British Isles, 
not on a commercial scale, but 
more as a hobby, by smokers who 
arc allowed to grow and cure, for 
their own use, 25 lbs of tobacco, 
wi thout paying any tax. W i t h the 
cheapest pipe tobacco costing 
£3 45 a lb—thanks to heavy duty 
and 66 per cent purchase t ax—it is 
not surprising that enterprising 
smokers should think of reviving 
the long forgotten art of growing 
and curing tobacco. 

But it is an amateurish affair, 
the concession being strictly for 
one's own consumption. As in 
Morarjee's regime a permit holder 
cannot offer a dr ink to any one, it 
is against the law for a British 
grower to give away a quid of 
tobacco to a fellow smoker. As 
much for the pleasure of smoking 
one's own tobacco as for the saving 
in taxes—it can only be pipe 
tobacco at this stage of garden 
cul t ivat ion and home cur ing- some 
must be having a go at i t , but not 
many, presumably, since the British 
Treasury has yet taken any note 
of i t . 

German Reparations Machines 
F r o m A p r i l 1947 up to October 

'952 , 10,431 machines were receiv
ed in Ind ia as reparations from 
Germany, Deputy Minister of 
Works, Housing and Supply stated 
in the Counci l of States. They 
were valued at Rs 2.61 crores and 
Rs 12.07 lakhs had been spent on 

.their storage. and upkeep. 
O u t of these, 8,667 machines 

w o r t h Rs 2,20 crores had been 
released for sale or distr ibution. 
T h e Government proposed to sell 
the remaining machines w i t h i n the 
next six months. 

Military Funds with Foreign Banks 

The Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Defence said in 
reply to a question in the House of 
the People, that only regimental 
funds could be kept outside. the 
treasury or the Reserve Bank or 
Imper ia l Bank of India against 
security deposits to be lodged by 
the bank concerned. 

The actual amount of regimental 
funds deposited by various mil i tary 
units wi th foreign hanks in Ind ia 
was not known. The inspections 
conducted by the Reserve Bank had 
not revealed the existence of large 
mil i tary funds with foreign banks. 

Wor ld Bank Loan for IFC 
The loan proposed to be taken 

by the Industr ia l Finance Corpora
t ion from the W o r l d Bank had been 
tentatively fixed at $8,000,000, the 
Deputy Minister for Finance stated 
in reply to a question in the House 
of the People. The terms of the 
loan had not yet been finalised, 
but the loan would have to be 
guaranteed by the Government of 
Ind ia both as regards payment of 
interest and repayment of principal. 
The International 'Bank had tenta
tively suggested interest at 4½ per 
cent for a loan to be repaid in 
12 years, provided the loan was 
finalised immediately. 

The loan amount would be 
expressed in dollars but would be 
availed of in the several currencies 
in which borrowers of the indus
tr ial Finance Corporation of Ind ia 
would have to pay for the machi
nery imported from foreign coun
tries. The industrial concerns bor
rowing from the Corporation were 
free to purchase machinery in any 
country they chose and the Corpo
ration would pay out of the bor
rowed fund in any currency 
demanded by the manufactures of 
the machinery. 

Imports of Pearls 
The Government of India has 

decided to issue soft currency 
licences for the import of mother 
of pearls, natural coral tree, colour
ed Brazilian stones, broken pearls, 
demi-pearls and ocean pearls, upto 
50 per cent of the rupee equivalent 
of the foreign payment received in 

payment of the fob value for- the 
goods manufactured from these and 
exported. 

The change in licensing policy is 
expected to promote the export 
trade of handicraftsmen and jewel
lers working w i t h pearls. 

(Continued from page 1316) 

"castor o i l . The demand has also 
been made however that the ship
ment period for current quotas 
should be extended further beyond 
the end of January as has been 
done i n the case of linseed. L i n 
seed is somewhat different as export 
business is in any case much more 
difficult and there has been no pro
test although the quota for licens
ing during January-June 1953 is 
probably to be announced only in 
February. In groundnut although 
a total export quota of 40,000 tons 
in terms of oi l has been announced 
for the first half of next year, 
major buyers are keeping off and 
business is mainly confined to 
millers and crushers. 
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