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The smaller size and greater truck-
ness many w i l l f ind handier and 
more convenient. 

Among the economic data which 
remain an outstanding feature of 
this compilation, the new additions 
are a very thoughtful and neat 
presentation of the results of the 
genera1 elections and of the First 
Five Year Plan, including complete 
data on Communi ty Development 
Projects. There is no finality to 
planning and none to the esti
mates. It is not the fault of the 
publishers, therefore, that the final 
Plan was not ready when they 
went to press. The election results 
fortunately w i l l stay pu t - let us 
hope—to last the life-time of this 
year's and many future years' 
diaries. 

The publishers have been lucky 
enough to be able to incorporate 
the population tables f rom the 
Census of 1951, though as the con
tents also include such items as 
the languages and the aboriginal 

tribes of Ind ia , they have been 
forced to t rod on dangerous ground^ 
in the absence of the other tables 
of the 1951 Census which have not 
yet been released. Thus, in the 
table of languages, which had to 
be taken from 1931 Census, the 
Bengali-speaking population has 
been shown at 5,30 lakhs which, 
alas, is no longer the number in 
the Indian Union . On the other 
hand, the number of Telugu-speak-
ing population has been given as 
2,62 lakhs which figure, also taken 
f rom the 1931 Census report, w i l l 
be hotly contested by the cham
pions of Vishala Andhradesa. A l l 
linguists and many among those 
who lay no special claim to an 
expert knowledge of philology but 
are yet lukewarm to Rashtra 
Bhasha, w i l l contest the combined 
figure of 10,50 lakhs shown as the 
number of people speaking the two 
languages H i n d i and U r d u . Surely, 
all the derivatives of H i n d i cannot 
be shown under this head for the 
language spoken in Rajasthan is 
not more akin to H ind i and cer
tainly less so, to U r d u , than is the 
language spoken in Bihar to Ben
gali. 

'There is enough explosive sub
stance in the statistics, even in such 
innocent tables as those oi the 
nutr i t ional value or vi tamin con
tent of different diets to cause, a 
severe explosion. The compilers, 
however, are not unaware of the 
danger of retailing information at 
their face value. In the " ABC of 
the U N O " , they explain that 
" these three simple letters spell the 
mightiest organisation ever fashion
ed by man in his long history, for 
the peaceful solution of wor ld 
problems ", but are prudent enough 
to add that " it remains to be seen 
whether i t w i l l succeed in preserv
ing international peace, in our 
generation ". Then follows a brief 
account of its different organisa
tions and a list of its specialised 
agencies. Could any one expect 
more care and better judgment in 
retailing mere information? 

Separation of Judiciary from 
Executive In Income Tax 

IN the assessment of income tax 
there is as much need to pro

tect the individual assessee as there 
is to protect the revenues of the 
Government. It is for this reason 
that the Income Tax Investigation 
Commission recommended that 
Appellate Assistant Commissioners 
of Income Tax should be removed 
f rom the control of the Central 

Board of Revenue and put under 
the administrative control of the 
Appellate Tr ibuna l . They also 
suggested that Appellate Assistant 
Commissioners should be recruited 
from the judiciary in each state, 
in view of the judicial nature of 
their duties. The present position 
of these officers is anamolous 
because it is their duty to consider 
appeals from executive officers of 
the Income Tax Department under 
whose control they themselves are 
placed for all administrative pur
poses, including promotion and 
transfer. In these circumstances it 
is understandable that the assessee 
should not feel satisfied that he w i l l 
obtain justice. There is at present 
an hierarchy of executive officers 
entitled to examine the assessor's 
case in order to protect the Gov
ernment revenues. At least the 
officer who is to consider an appeal, 
therefore, should be an independent 
officer of a judicial frame of mind , 
intent neither on seeing only the 
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Government point of view nor in 
protecting his own interests. 

When this question was consi
dered by the Select Committee on 
the Income Tax Amendment B i l l , 
1952, several members, including 
the Chairman, Shri Thakurdas 
Bhargava, had pressed this point 
of view before the Finance Minister. 
The latter, however, refused to 
accept the change on grounds of 
administrative difficulties. These 

arc by no means insoluble. The 
present Appellate Assistant Com
missioners need not be, reverted. 
Only , future recruitment should be 
confined to the judicial services, 
and the administrative control 
over them should be taken away 
i r o m the Board of Revenue. Such 
an arrangement has already proved 
successful in the Sales Tax Depart
ment and it should not be difficult 
to effect this change in the Income 
Tax Department. This should, 
therefore, be pressed in Parliament 
when the Bill comes up for dis
cussion. 

Sures Purchase Policy 

TH A T the stores purchase policy 
of the Government can be an 

important factor in encouraging 
the development of industry w i th in 
the country has been recognised for 
many years. In view of this, the 
criticism made hy Shri T S Sita
pati, Chairman of the Indian Elec
trical Manufacturers' Association 
at the annual conference of the 
Association, that certain Govern
ment departments were impor t ing 
their requirements of electrical 
machinery wi thout invi t ing tenders 
from local manufacturers indicates, 
if true, a deplorable state of affairs. 

There are many controversial 
points in connection wi th Stores 
Purchase Policy. Shri Sitapati h im
self indicated one such point when 
he argued elsewhere in his speech 
in favour of locally manufactured 
goods being purchased by Govern
ment departments even where 
their prices are slightly higher than 
those of imported goods. This 
demand was based on the argu
ment that die locally manufactured 
goods pay taxes to the Government 
in many forms. The val idi ty of 
this argument is not beyond doubt. 
The need for giving local manu
facturers the fullest opportunity to 
compete at least on equal terms 
w i t h imported goods is not, how
ever, among the many points of 
controversy. It is universally ad
mit ted that where price and qua
l i ty factors are equal the locally 
manufactured product should be 
preferred. Suitable action should, 
therefore_, be taken to rectify the 
position to which Shri Sitapati 
drew attention. 

World Export Surplus in Rice 

THE volume of rice entering the 
wor ld trade is still far below 

the pre-war level. The average 
annual trade in rice dur ing 1934-38 
was 7.0 mi l l ion tons. In 1951 it 

was only 4.8. The w o r l d exports. 
able surplus for 1953 has been esti
mated at 5.4 mi l l ion tons by the 
Rice Consultative Committee which 
recently met at Singapore under 
the auspices -of the F A O , T h e 
1951 figure of exports, 4.8 mi l l i on 
tons covered about 90 per cent of 
the total wor ld trade. If al low
ance is made for the rest, the i n 
crease is not substantial. D u r i n g 
the first half of 1952, however, 
trade was running at an annual 
rate of 4.36 mi l l ion tons as against 
a rate of 4,86 mi l l ion tons dur ing 
the first half of 1951. These esti
mates take no note of the happen
ings in China—the largest producer 
and consumer of rice. Where 
wor ld trade is a bare 5 per cent 
of total production, a small fluctu
ation in the latter is enough to 
upset all calculations regarding the 
former. 

In contrast to most other com
modities, the value of rice has 
continued upward. In many Asian 
countries the internal procurement 
price has been controlled and has 
remained nominally unchanged. 
India , however, allowed a three 
per cent incresae at the beginning 
of 1952 to the equivalent of US 
$94 per metric ton. In Indo-China 
the price at Saigon rose by 40 per 
cent between March 1951 and 
March 1950, whilst Japan raised 
its price to internal producers by 
15 per cent. While price to pro
ducers were in some countries pre
vented from rising by Government 
action, there has been a constant 
rise in the price that exporters have 
asked for and received at the ports. 

The prospects for rice produc
tion have recently improved. Costs 
have not risen as much as was fear
ed nor have alternative demands 
brought about as serious a shortage 
of capital goods and agricultural 
requisites as seemed probable a 
year ago. The severe fall in the 
prices of rubber, copra, palm o i l 
and oi l seeds w i l l tend to shift 
some land and labour back to rice 
growing. The degree to which this 
occurs w i l l , however, be greatly 
influenced by the extent to which 
the actual producer is allowed to 
reap the benefit of the relatively 
high prices of rice in international 
trade. 

The remarkable degree to which 
the demand for rice has been sus
tained, inspite of its relatively h igh 
price, is a clear sign of the great 
preference it enjoys amongst the 
fast growing number of habitual 
rice eaters. This factor is unlikely 
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