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Tumbling Targets for Cash Crops 

A feature of the targets laid down 
for the major commercial 

crops—cot ton jute , sugarcane and 
oilseeds—is that the existing pattern 
of distr ibution between the differ
ent States has not been altered to 
an appreciable extent. Thus Bom
bay, West Bengal, U t t a r Pradesh 
and Madras w i l l retain at the end 
of the planning period their posi
t ion as the leading producers of 
cotton. jute, sugarcane and oilseeds 
respectively, '[ 'his is perhaps because 
rectification of regional unbalance is 
left over to the next period. 

To take sugarcane first. It is 
well known that sugarcane of much 
better quality can he grown in the 
southern states than in U t t a r Pra
desh and Bihar. But according to 
the targets laid down for the various 
states, Ut ta r Pradesh w i l l be pro
ducing in 1955-56 just a l i t t le over 
52 per cent of the total output 
against just a l i t t le under 52 per 
cent in 1950-51, the base year and 
w i l l thus retain in tast its relative 
share. The increase in output over 
the five years is distributed among 
the present major producers. Thus, 
of the 7 lakh tons of addit ional pro
duction, Ut tar Pradesh gets 4 lakh 
tons, Madras 80,000 tons. Bombay 
87,000 tons, Punjab 70.000 tons and 
Bihar 50,000 tons. Among these, 
only Punjab gets an allocation which 
is more than proportional to its pre
sent share of total output. It is in 
teresting to note that by 1951-52, 
the first year of the Plan, Ut ta r 
Pradesh had already attained 65 
per cent of the additional produc
tion expected of it by 1035-56. 
Bombay and Punjab produced addi
tional quantities of 62,000 and 
51.000 tons respectively and have 
fulfilled 71 and 73 per cent of the 
targets of additional output, to be 
reached by 1055-50, Madras and 
Bihar had declines of 34,000 and 
24,000 tons respectively against the 
targets for additional production by 
1955-56 of 80,000 and 50,000 tons. 
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in respect of cotton the respec-

t ive shares of the cheif products , 
Bombay, Madhya Pradesh and 
Madras of 27, 17 and 12r cent 
respectively, w i l l change to 25, 16 
and 12,5 per c e n t . O f t h e addi 
t ional production of about 12 lakh 
tons the major producers get the 
allocations as follows: 

As against these, Hyderabad pro
duced in 1951-52 in excess of the 
target fixed for 1955-56, its produc
t ion being 4.74 lakh bales against 
the target at the end of the Plan 
of 4.60 lakh bales. Madhya Pra
desh has also exceeded the target 
by producing 6,91 lakh bales in 
195-52. Bombay's cotton crop de

clined heavily from 8.03 lakh bales 
in 1950-51 to 5.80 lakh bales in 
1951-52. Bombay, having been al
lot ted the largest share of the addi
t ional production, has considerable 
leeway to make up. Madras and 
Punjab have both made a modest 
beginning in the achievement of the 
targets. H o w much leeway Bom
bay has to make up can be gather
ed from the fact that in 1951-52 
the first place in cotton output was 
stolen f rom it by Madhya Pradesh. 

In regard to jute, the output for 
1951-52 at 46.78 lakh bales is not 
very far f rom the target for 1955-
56 of 53.91 lakh bales. West Ben
gal produced 23.30 lakh bales, that 
is, it almost reached the target of 
24.96 lakh bales. The progress in 
jute has been nearly uniform in al l 
the producing states. Assam pro
duced in 1951-52 8.4 lakh hairs 
against the 1955-56 target of 10,34 
lakh bales, Bihar 9.56 against 10.48 
lakh bales, Orissa 3,87 against 4.42 
lakh bales and U t t a r Pradesh 1.03 
against 2.99 lakh bales. Even T r i -
pura raised its output of ju te from 
47 to 61 thousand bales against its 
target of 72 thousand bales. In 
regard to jute, it is significant to 
note, that no at tempt has at al l 
been made to develop new areas 
for cult ivation and jute cult ivat ion 
will remain largely concentrated in 
West Bengal. In Assam, a border 
province, ju te output is to be raised 
by as much as 68 per cent. No fur
ther experiments arc contemplated 
for cult ivation of ju te in states like 
Travancore-Cochin where, earlier 
reports h a d indicated that ju te 
Could be g rown . 

T h e t a r g e t s f o r i n c r e a s e d output 
of oilseeds are unimpressive, a mere 
8 per cent increase being p lanned , 
over the output of 50.13 lakh tons 
in 1950-51. Except in Hyderabad, 
the targets for increased production 
are extremely modest. In Hydera
bad, the output of oilseeds in 1951-
52 at 7.2 lakh tons exceeded the 
target of 6,48 lakh tons set for 1955-
56. In Uttar Pradesh also the 1951 -
52 output of 9.03 lakh tons is con
siderably in excess of the target for 
1955-56 of 8.28 lakh tons. In 
Madras, the chief producer, produc
tion declined in 1951-52 to 16.17 
lakh tons f rom 18413 lakh tons in 
1950-51 and therefore there is much 
leeway to be made up before the 
target of 19.33 lakh tons is reached. 

In general, except for cotton, tar
gets set for commercial crops to be 
attained by 1955-56 do not repre
sent a big increase over the produc
tion in 1951-52. T h e percentage 
of increase of the t a r g e t for 
1955-56 in the Plan over produc
tion in 1951-52 is given below in 
comparison w i t h the percentage in
crease over the base year of the 
Plan, 1950-51: 

Percentage increase 
over over 

Cot ton 42 39 
Jute 63 15.3 
Sugarcane 12 7.2 
Oilseeds 8 14.9 

I f the base year i s shifted to 1951 
52, the effort 

targets, i t will be seen, w i l l be much 
less than what was e j e c t e d when 
the Draft ."Outline- was published 
last year. It seems that even 
more than planning, so far as com
mercial crops are concerned, it is 
largely a question of meeting the 
challenge of the seasons and meet
ing events as they arise. The wea
ther last s e a s o n , was the 
chief cause for decline in output 
in some areas and increase in others 
and if on balance there has been 
progress, the weather gods have to 
be thanked more than the planners 
have to be complimented for achiev
ing the planned targets! 

Asian Income Per Capita 
The Korean war brought about 

an increase in the per capita real 
hieome in 1950 and 1951 in 
Burma, Ceylon, Japan, Malaya, the 
Philippines and Thai land, belying 
fears that the money gains accru
ing to the individual and corpo
rativeIy had been wiped out by 
price increases, according to the 
latest issue of ECAFE's Quarterly 
Bulletin. The rise was most mark
ed in Ceylon and Malaya. In 
Burma, it was combined with a 
partial recovery from earlier set-
backs caused by civil disturbances. 




