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T h e Promised L a n d 
TH E R E is little doubt to day that the Planning Commission have 

greatly risen in stature during the two years that they have been 
in existence. By no means did the Commission have a l iving start. 
Pandit Nehru's association wi th the Commission from the beginning 
and the increasing support the. Commission have received from the 
(government account for it but only partially Despite the, 
creation of a new portfolio of Planning in the Central Cabinet and 
the presence of the Prime Minister as well as the Finance Minister, 
in addition to the Minister for Planning, on the Commoission. the 
Commission remain a recommendatory body and could not have won 
this place in the life of the people, had they not fulfilled a genuine 
national purpose. This they have done by focussing in themselves and 
giving expression to the urge for rapid economic and social develop
ment of the country which is deeply felt and widely shared. [here 
is risk in going too far or too last; this no one in his senses wi l l deny 
But w i t h Pandit Nehru in the lead, the people also expect the Com
mission to realise that the risk of not moving fast enough is imrnesurably 
greater. The Commission have not disappointed them. It is now 
the capacity of the community to hold together, of the States to step 
down their sectional interests and of the people to put up a united 
effort that w i l l be put to the test. On these wi l l depend the pace 
at which development ran be attained. The Commission have done 
their work. 

The first thing that strikes one is the expanded size of the Plan, 
judging by the scale of investment now proposed. The increase from 
Rs 1793 crores to Rs 2069 crores in the over-all total is not incon
siderable. It is not that money costs have swollen and estimates had 
to be revised upwards because, of a rise in prices subsequent to the 
publication of the Draft Outline. On the contrary, as the general 
level of prices has fallen in the intervening period, the estimates are 
on the conservative side and leave a margin which wi l l prove useful, 
if in the course of execution, the costs go up as they do almost always. 
But this is not the essence of the matter. The estimates have gone 
up because the Skeleton of the Draft Outline had to be filled and the 
in i t ia l programmes supplemented in order to make them more rounded. 
It is not so much that the main targets have been substantially raised 
or new ones added. Of the latter, there have been some but the expendi
ture attributed to them during the planning period is not substantial 
and does not explain the increase in the overall total. On the con
trary, what has happened is the result of closer re-examination of the 
targets set up in the Draf t Outl ine, as in the case of food production. 
The target for food production has not been raised much. The rise 
is only from 7.2 to 7.6 mi l l ion tons, but the attainment even of the 
earlier target, it was found, called for supplementary measures. Apar t 
from the new multi-purpose projects, the bulk of the expenditure of 
which falls in the next period, the major additions are the projects 
for the steel plant and for community development. The former, 
incidentally, meets one of the major criticisms against the Draft Out l ine , 
viz., its neglect of heavy industry. The other point of criticism that 


