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Weekly Notes 
Breaking Faith with Millions 

WI L L the Indian people break 
their faith w i th their fellow 

brethren who were left behind in 
Pakistan at the time of partit ion? 
No Hindus wor th the name are 
left behind in West Pakistan. So 
there is no problem on that f rom. 
No one Allows for sure the number 
of Hindus who are still in East 
Pakistan hut this number cannot 
be less than 80 lakhs, since the 
refugees from East Pakistan are not 
reckoned to exceed 25 lakhs. Even 
the latter is a staggering figure but 
three times as many still remain in 
East Pakistan. 

In their agony and anxiety for 
their brethren who are trapped by 
the system of passports, people of 
Bengal have cried for action which 
the Prime Minister in his wisdom 
has dismissed as quack remedies. 
What is the scientific medicine he 
intends to apply? The Pakistan 
debate in Parliament did not even 
br ing out the basic facts, how many 
Hindus are there, how they are 
distributed, to which occupation 
groups they belong. Nor did it 
throw any l ight on their problems 
which arc nothing more nor less 
than the security, livelihood and 
honour of these lost millions. Ben
gal demands that a solution be 
sought on the poli t ical level. Re
crudescence of communal passions 
is no solution nor is abject sur
render and resignation. T h e rest 
of India is perturbed when exodus 
is o n ; it breathes a sigh of relief 
when the 'exodus slows down or 
stops and does not bother to en
quire why the exodus waxes and 
wanes, preferring to wait u n t i l the 
next burst of refugees shakes it out 
of its peace. The exodus lias 
stopped temporarily for the obvi
ous reason that one cannot get out 
of Pakistan without a passport, 
which takes time, money and a lot 
of perseverance. Political solution 
means effective measures to ensure 
that these millions get security and 
ran live w i t h honour and earn a 
l ivelihood. If polit ical sagacity 
fails to find a solution, those who 
profess to fol low the path of the 
Maha tma w i l l be guilty; of a breach 
of fai th of w h i c h history provides 
110 parallel. W i l l another eruption 
be necessary to shake them out of 
their complacency? T h e M a h a t m a 
went to Noakhal i , to live there, 

and if necessary, to lay his bones 
there. 

Creating Employ met in Commu
nity Project Areas 

TH E O R I E S for creating employ
ment are hardy perennials, 

being resistant to both economic 
reasoning and commonsense. The 
Community Projects by stimulating 
imagination in the wrong direction 
has raised an unusually big crop of 
such theories. This w i l l be evident 
f rom the suggestions put forward 
by Mr Davenport, Director of Em
ployment Exchanges, Government 
of India and Adviser on Employ
ment to the Central Committee of 
the Communi ty Projects Adminis
trat ion. 

In a lecture to the Project Exe
cutive Officers, given as a part of 
their t ra ining programme at N i l o -
kheri recently, M r . Davenport ex
plained the technique of the Em
ployment Service and indicated 
how this technique could be applied 
to the task of community develop
ment, Man-power was the nation's 
greatest, wealth. It was therefore 
of vi ta l importance that the Com
munity P r o j e c t s Administrat ion 
should be continually conscious of 
the need for utilising man-power 
to its maximum capacity. The 
specific to ease unemployment and 
under-employment in project areas 
was " some degree of protection " 
which w i l l ' ensure that the benefits 
arising by way of increased income, 
employment arising from the deve
lopment of houses, roads, bridges, 
etc., and of advantage's which wi l l 
accrue from the increase of income 
are enjoyed by the community 
itself and do not go to outsiders. 
This demands that (a) No outside 
worker should be imported to Com
munity Project areas unless there is 
no local person capable of doing 
the job; (b) A l l contracts should be 
placed as far as possible in the 
hands of persons resident in the 
project area; and (c) If workers 
have to be imported, they should 
be imported, in the first instance, 
f rom adjacent areas. 

But protection once, started, ex
pands in ever-widening circles and 
the next step that Mr Davenport 
suggests is a close watch on the 
impor t of consumer goods i n to the 
area to find out wh ich of them 

could be made locally, " thereby 
creating part-time or full- t ime em
ployment for a number of persons." 
What about the unemployme it this 
w i l l create i n the centres of manu
facture of these consumer goods? 
This Mr Davenport docs r o t pause 
to consider. " Soak the outsider " 
can certainly be an effective war 
cry for the Communi ty Projects 
Adminis t ra t ion provided the com
munity is prepared to face the con
sequences. For at the same time 
Mr Davenport wants " the encour
agement of local cottage industries 
w i t h particular emphasis on the 
imaginative salesmanship of the 
article involved." This implies 
selling in other community project 
areas, or in outside territory. What 
if the latter retaliate, fired by the 
same zeal of creating more work? 

After these preliminary fireworks, 
the employment expert cools down 
somewhat and concludes that at 
this stage it is not possible to be 
very specific about the potentiality 
of the employment market in rura l 
areas. " A s a matter of fact, it is 
doubtful whether anybody is in a 
position to assess the actual degree 
of employment and unemployment 
outside the towns. It is to be 
hoped that as the scheme progresses 
our information w i l l become more 
exact and precise and that the 
remedies which must be applied 
w i l l become more obvious." 

These remedies certainly cannot 
be the local ones the employment 
expert has in mind. 

Cotton Imports 

THE Government of India has 
decided to allow the import of 

live-lakh bales of cotton, not less 
than 1-1/16 inch staple, between 
January 1953 and June 30, 1953. 
The figure covers both dollar and 

non-dollar cotton and is inclusive 
of the imports for shipment up to 
the end of June 1953 announced by 
the Joint Chief Controller of I m 
ports on October 6, 

The procedure of licensing in 
respect of the above w i l l be an
nounced shortly; meanwhile i m 
porters arc fret; to b id at the auc
tions which are due to be held in 
East Afr ica in the very near future. 

At the same time, the outstanding 
licences for the import of U S A cot-
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