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SEVEN years ago the Un i t ed 
Nations was created ' to ensure 

w o r l d peace and prosperity. Peace 
has not been won. Prosperity still 
eludes the world . There are many 
achievements to the credit of the 
U n i t e d Nations. But its record is 
not undamaged by some failures. 
There are pessimists who predict 
that the Uni ted Nations w i l l go 
the way of the League of Nations. 
Korea , resignation of Mr Trygve 
L ie , the Secretary-General, the 
" cold war " and its repercussions 
on Germany and on the Far East, 
pol i t ical troubles in the Midd le 
East and in Africa are disturbing 
reminders of the diminishing pres
tige and authority of the Uni ted 
Nations. This week's discussions 
and developments in the General 
Assembly underline the. developing 
threats to the Uni ted Nations. 

Admit tedly the Un i t ed Nations 
has not fulfilled all its rosy expec
tations. War in Korea lingers; the 
U n i t e d Nations is unable to resolve 
the Korean deadlock. More than 
once Russia has protested that the 
U n i t e d Nations is dominated by 
America and her Nor th Atlant ic 
partners. There have been many 
occasions when smaller nations 
have felt aggrieved that they can
not make their influences felt in 
the Uni ted Nations. In tendering 
his resignation, Mr Lie has impl ied 

that his action has been influenced 
by lack of confidence of the Big 
Powers in h im. It has been widely 
commented that Russia's dislike of 
h im t o n e d his decision. There are 
some who are inclined to believe 
that the recent dismissal of those 
Uni ted Nations' staff members, 
who had refused to give testimony 
about alleged Communist activities 
before a Committee1 of the Uni ted 
States Government, may have 
something to do wi th his resigna
t ion. 

Whatever "be the reason, Mr 
Lie's resignation reflects the conti
nued " cold w a r " between the 
Western Powers and the Com
munist States. It is now evident 
that the Korean deadlock on the 
issue of war prisoners persists be
cause the Communists interpret the 
Uni ted Nations Command's insist
ence on voluntary repatriation as 
an act of ideological " aggression " 
by the Uni ted Nations. Korea, Mr 
Lie's resignation, the " cold war " 
in all its aspects, the growing dis
illusionment about the United 
Nations there is nothing new or 
startling in all these developments. 
They only mean that the Uni ted 
Nations is. and must he, what the 
Big Powers want it to be. 

France may be " the sick man of 
Europe." She may show symptoms 

of inferiori ty complex. But even 
her worst critics w i l l not accuse 
her of being il logical. M. Sehu-
rnan. the French Foreign Minister , 
was not discoursing on the reasons 
for the growing impotency of the 
Un i t ed Nations. He was concern
ed about informing the Political 
Committee of the General Assem
bly of France's adamant stand on 
French Africa, bu t in justification 
of France's attitude he said some
thing which was a convincing 
explanation of the gradual loss of 
prestige of the Un i t ed Nations. M. 
Schuman's thesis is that the United 
Nations could not achieve more 
because it was not a supra-national 
authority, or a W o r l d Government. 
Students of international relations 
w i l l concede that no wor ld orga
nisation can achieve its aims as 
long as sovereign States prevail. 
It may establish international con
ventions. It may persuade sove
reign States to implement them. 
But it cannot compel the sovereign 
States to implement the conven
tions which they, or some, or anv, 
of them refuse to implement. 

M. Sehuman would seem to sub
ject his interpretation of inter
national relations to one, and only 
one, qualification. He concedes 
that the Uni ted Nations is em
powered, under the Charter, to 
intervene " in case of a threat 
against peace, or an act of aggres
sion." When the Asian-Arab group 
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urges that France's action and p o l i -
cies in Nor th Africa are legitimate 
issues for discussions by the Uni ted 
Nations, M. Schuman retorts that 
the Uni ted Nations has no autho
r i ty to interfere in matters which 
are beyond its authority. M, Schu
man argues that the French action 
in Tunisia or in Morocco is " not 
a threat against peace, or an act 
of aggression ". Therefore, he con
cludes, the Uni ted Nations has no 
authority to discuss, far less to 
intervene in , the situation in N o r t h 
Africa. 

This, by itself, is an argument 
which does not directly undermine 
the authority of the Un i t ed 
Nations. But France's stand on 
the situation in French Afr ica , and 
the support of the Western Powers 
to this stand, constitute a provok
ing challenge to the prestige of the 
Un i t ed Nations. W i t h the possible 
exception of Norway, who abstain
ed from voting on the original 
Asian-Aral) resolution to include 
Tunisia and Morocco in the 
agenda for discussion, all the West
ern Powers support France's a t t i 
tude. America voted for the or i 
ginal resolution. But Mr Acheson 
subsequently " explained " to France 
that America's action was a mis
take. Britain has from the begin
ning supported France's stand. Mr 
Eden has reiterated Britain's stand 
on this issue. Mr Eden is less 
aggressive in his arguments than 

the Dutch Foreign Minister who 

asserts that, under the Charter, 
the administering Powers have not 
" signed away their own and exclu
sive authority of the task they 
have undertaken ". Mr Eden uses 
diplomatic language. But he is no 
less emphatic that, " it is very 
dangerous that this organisation 
(the Uni ted Nations) should 
attempt to intervene in domestic 
affairs of member - States ''. 

Mr Eden's diplomatic finesse 
does not conceal his warning to 
the Uni ted Nations that such 
attempts at interference can only 
weaken the very structure of the 
Uni ted Nations. M. Schuman anti
cipated Mr Eden in earning the 
Uni ted Nations that any such 
effort by it wou ld be a " fatal 
e r ro r " . He b lunt ly told the U n i t 
ed Nations that France would not 
accept " the consequences of any 
interference ". His Government 
opposes any discussion by the 
Un i t ed Nations on the situation in 
French Africa on grounds of p r in 
ciples as well as of procedure. He 
has threatened that France w i l l boy
cott any such discussion. He has 
gone further in defying the autho
rity of the Uni ted Nations in offer
ing the challenge that " France w i l l 
never allow herself to be evicted 
from Tunisia and Morocco ". 

Even as M. Schuman was issuing 
his threats the General Assembly 
adopted a resolution condemning 
the Group Areas Act of the M a l a n 

Government. South Africa has lost 

her battle against the United 
Nations. It would be a had day 
for this wor ld organisation if France 
is allowed to get away w i t h her 
defiant attitude. There is g r im 
irony in the Western Powers' insist
ence on the principle of human 
rights in relation to the Korean 
war prisoners, and the simulta
neous denial of this Charter p r in 
ciple to the Tunisians or the 
Moroccans. Under the Charter a l l 
the member-States are enjoined to 
support the aspirations of the 
peoples everywhere to choose the 
form of government they like. 
Freedom is as much a bi r thr ight of 
a Frenchman, as of a Tunisian, or 
of a Moroccan. From this funda
mental principle of the Charter the 
Un i t ed Nations must draw its inspi
ration and authority to intervene 
in Tunisia and in Morocco. If the 
Uni ted Nations goes the way of the 
League of Nations, it w i l l be a 
world calamity. But it w i l l be a 
great tragedy if the peoples through
out the world are denied their 
b i r thr ight through the intransi
gence of some of the Big Powers. 
Those who are conscious of the 
significance of the revolution of 
our times wi l l have faith that this 
greater tragedy wi l l be averted. 
They w i l l endorse Shrirnati Vi jaya-
lakshnii Pandit's passionate convic
tion that the march of times has 
" implications which go far beyond 
the territories that have attained 
freedom ". 

W e e k l y Notes 
Additional Excise Duty on Sugar 

THE temporary levy on sugar of 
an additional excise duty of 

Rs 1-6 per cwt (or one rupee per 
maund) applicable to production 
in the 1952-53 season is unexpect
ed. It is explained that this levy 
is intended to stabilise the price of 
sugar. In view of reduction in 
m i n i m u m price for cane for the 
1952-53 season, sugar prices should 
be about Rs 6 to 7 lower than in 
the past season. The controlled 
stocks of the 1951-52 season have 
been assured a min imum price of 
Rs 29-12 per maund. Stocks at 
the end of 1951-52 season are about 
5 lakh tons, and Government desire 
to keep 3 lakh tons as m i n i m u m 
reserve. So unless the excess can be 
exported it w i l l have to be released 
for internal consumption, and the 
new supply, w i t h its reduced cost, 
would thus compete w i t h the exist
ing stock on which , however, Gov
ernment's price Commitment stands. 
Therefore the process of price 

reduction w i l l now be lengthened by 
imposing a cess on the new supply. 

It is claimed that though the 
cess w i l l reduce the scope for 
reduction of the new season's sugar 
price by a rupee per maund, the 
net benefit to the consumer from 
reduced cane prices in coming 
months w i l l not be inconsiderable. 
In any case release of controlled 
stocks could be arranged so as to 
prevent the appearance of a g lut ; 
the Government's embarrassment. 
impl ied in its assurance of m i n i m u m 
price for the last season's stocks 
could be minimised. 
Unbearable Burden 

APROPOS of a cess of three 
pies per yard on m i l l made 

cloth suggested in some quarters 
for aiding handloom industry, 
the Bombay Mil lowners ' Association, 
has come out w i t h a detailed analy
sis of the burdens which the m i l l 
industry has already to bear, and 
has argued that any further impost 
would cripple the industry. T h e 

taxes and levies wi th which the cot
ton mi l l industry is already burden
ed, as listed by the Association, are 
as follows: 

Rs crores 
Import duty on cotton . .. 4.20 
Excise duty . . 17.00 
Increased freight on coal . . 0.68 
Increase in wage bill on ac

count of basic wages and 
clearness allowance . . 15,00 

Provident, fund . . 5.95 
Employers' State Insurance . . 0.67 
(This is expected to go upto 

Rs 4.5 crores when the full 
scheme is brought into ope
ration.) 

Extra holidays with pay .. 1.50 
Sales tax . . 5.93 
Additional sales tax by the 

Bombay multi-point system 2.00 
Import duty on furnace oil . . 0.25 
Electricity duty . . 0.57 
Paid festival holidays in Bom

bay City . . 0.32 

Total 54.07 
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