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Statelessness in Ceylon 
THE Prime Minister made a dig

nified and well-worded state-
rnent on Wednesday on the Ceylon 
Ind ian problem in answer to Mrs 
Anasuyabai Kale's short notiee 
question. The situation which exists 
today in Ceylon is quite extra
ordinary in several respects. It is 
not necessary to go hack to 1931 
and to trace the history of the accu
mulating disabilities of Indians in 
Ceylon since adult suffrage was in 
troduced in that year. The question 
which has arisen at the present time 
is much narrower. It is a question 
of the interpretation of the Indian 
and Pakistani Residents (Citizen
ship) Act 1949. T h a t Act was 
drafted in terms of an understand
ing- between the Prime Ministers of 
the two countries with Mr G i r i , now 
in the Central Cabinet, assisting in 
the deliberations. A l l those con
cerned on the Indian side have only 
one recollection of what happened 
before the terms of the 10.49 Act 
were settled. The plain meaning of 
the Act as it now stands bears out 
the Indian interpretation; and two 
successive tribunals have in addi
tion upheld the Indian interpreta
tion. To attribute to the late Prime 
Minister of Ceylon mental reserva
tions in arr iving at the basic agree
ment preparatory to the passing of 
the Ceylon Citizenship Act is to 
camouflage very thinly indeed a 
desire to go back on agreed p r in 
ciples. The proposed amendments 
to the Indian and Pakistani ( C i t i 
zenship) Act are a breach of fai th. 
They w i l l not be the less so, because 
the complexities of this Ceylon law 
are now already so great that few, 
if any, can follow these disputes w i th 
informed and sustained interest. 

The lndian Prime Minister's 
statement was immediately com
mended by those who ought to 
know. At a public meeting on 
Wednesday evening (which unfortu
nately was not as well-attended as 
it deserved to be) the delegation 
from the Ceylon Indian Congress, 
which is now in the capital explain
ed the present position in three able 
speeches of which the first by Mr 
Abdul Aziz, was easily the best. The. 
delegation pointed out. (and it has 
apparently been necessary for such 
a high-powered delegation to travel 
all the way from Colombo to Delhi 
in order that this may be clarified) 
that the non-residence (non-resi
dence, that is to say, according to 
the standards required by the Com

missioner for Registration) of even 
a chi ld w i l l disqualify the entire 
family. Whatever else may or may 
not have been intended, it certainly 
could not have been contemplated 
that wife and children who are nor
mally included along w i t h the ap
plicant should establish the fact of 
their own continuous residence not 
only from January 1, 1939, or 
from the date of bi r th , if later, but 
also during the crucial thirteen 
months, which, when these interpre
tations and amendments were not 
thought of no one could have ex
pected to be really crucial. 

The External Affairs Minis t ry 
here has done what it can reason
ably do on the. present occasion. 
The delegation from the Ceylon 
Indian Congress should go back 
completely satisfied and it says some
th ing for the Ind ian Prime M i n i 
ster's intuitive sense of the wrongs 
and sufferings of persecuted minor
ities that he made the statement so 
early and made it so categorical. 
There seems to be no early answer 
to this problem. The External 
Affairs Ministry here does not ex
pect any. T ime may bring a solu
t ion , but what it is and how pala
table it w i l l be to the Uni ted Na
tionalist Party or indeed, to any 
r ight-wing organisation in k Ceylon,' 
is at this stage unpredictable. The 
External Affairs Ministry is not, 
however, disposed to dismiss this 
problem as local or comparatively 
unimportant (anything from 7 to 8 
lakhs of persons of Indian origin 
may be tendered stateless). The 
deputation from the Ceylon Ind ian 

Congress must have been heartened 
by its visit this week and it w i l l re
sist the present attempts to whi t t le 
down existing rights t i l l some one 
on the other side is able to see rea-. 
son. The delegation has made an 
appeal for a closer study of this 
problem in this country, for the Cey
lon Indian question is rapidly be
coming almost as important as the 
South African question; and cer
tainty, the issues in dispute deserve 
wide publicity, even if no other re
sult can he foreseen at the present 
time. 

Tobacco Excise D u t y Evasion 
The Government of India is 

considering a scheme of ( i ) regis
trat ion of tobacco-growers by the 
State Government's village officers, 
( i i ) systematization of crop-cutting 
experiments, and (iii) recoveries by 
the State Government's lamhardars 
or other village officers, of assess
ments made by Central Excise 
Inspectors on the basis of such 
experiments. , This information was 
given by Shri Mahavi r Tyagi in 
reply to a question in the House 
of the People. 

In districts where tobacco was 
cultivated in a large number of 
plots scattered over wide areas, it 
had not been possible for Central 
Excise Inspectors to contact all the 
producers, at the proper t ime, for 
assessment of the produce. Some 
producers were suspected to have 
taken advantage of the situation 
and disposed of part or whole of 
their tobacco without payment of 
duty. Where this had happened, 
Central Excise Inspectors had had 
to resort to summary assessments in 
preference to taking penal action 
against the producers. 
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