
November 15, 1952 

only in the previous week. Crop 
prospects are sti l l considered uncer
tain as well as new export quotas. 
In the meanwhile continental buyers 
are said to have further lowered the 
quotations, for instance for castor 
oi l BSS quality November-Decem
ber delivery to £176. More distant 
deliveries are quoted even lower. 
The softness in oilseeds market has 
been general. Groundnut bold lost: 
one rupee at Rs 33-8. Linseed alone 
were steady and the quotation lor 
bold has improved by a small mar
g in of four annas to Rs 27-8. 

I L O Conference 

The 36th session of the Interna
tional Labour Conference wi l l be 
held in Geneva from June 3 to 27, 
1953. It w i l l discuss questions re
lat ing to holidays wi th pay, pro
tection of workers' health in places 
of employment, min imum age of 
admission to underground work in 
coal mines and the organisation and 
work ing of national labour depart
ments. 

At Home and Abroad 

I n d u s t r i a l Boards 

THE Government of Ind ia has 
decided to constitute three 

separate Boards to advise on prob
lems of the handloom industry, 
handicrafts and the khadi and v i l 
lage industries. The A l l - Ind ia Cot
tage Industries Board wi l l be 
abolished. 

The A l l - Ind ia Handloom Board 
was constituted recently. The A l l -
India Handicrafts Board has now 
been set up w i t h Shrimati Kama la
devi Chattopadhyaya as chairman. 
The th i rd board relating to khadi 
and village industries is to be set 
up shortly. 

The A l l - Ind ia Handicrafts Board 
wi l l advise Government on the 
problems of the handicrafts indus
try particularly wi th a view to im
proving and developing production 
and promot ing sales in Ind ia and 
abroad. It wi l l also advise Govern
ment on grants or loans to Slate 
Governments and private, organisa
tions and institutions. Grants or 
loans may be recommended by the 
Board for introduct ion of better 
technique and improved equipment; 
prescribing of standards of quality 
and arrangements for their enforce
ment ; t raining of personnel.; pro
motion of research; improvements 
in design and introduction of new 
patterns; publications on cottage 
industries products in the form of 
catalogues, directories, guide books 
on industries, and pictorial posters; 
procuring and supply of raw mate
rials for ' hand ic ra f ts ' and to sug
gest ways and means of marketing 
products both in India and abroad; 
to set up a l l - India handicrafts 
museums for the purpose of display
ing and popularising the goods; 
arid conducting of economic surveys 
and collection of statistics. 

Reclamation of Arid Areas 

The establishment of an Ind ian 
Development and Research Centre 
at Jodhpur to study problems of 
reclamation of arid areas wi th 
special reference to Rajasthan is 
being considered by the Govern
ment of India. Hydro-geological 
and related agricultural surveys and 
investigations may also be started 
this year. 

Vast tracts in Rajasthan are arid 
and, parts of Bombay, Hyderabad, 
Mysore and Madras are semi-arid. 

The question of ar id areas was 
raised in 1948 by the Government 
of Ind ia at the th i rd session of the 
U N E S C O G e n e r a l Conference, 

which passed a resolution proposing 
the establishment of an interna
tional institute of ar id zones. Sub
sequently, an Advisory Committee 
to advise the Director-General and 
the Executive Board of t h e 
U N E S C O in implementing projects 
w i th in the arid zone programme 
was set up. India was represented 
on the committee by Shri A. N. 
Khosla, Chairman of the Central 
Water and Power Commission. 
Thereafter international symposia to 
consider arid zone hydrology and 
desert research were held in Turkey 
and Israel. 

Cement from Sindr i s Sludge 

The Sindri Fertilizers L t d has 
concluded a contract wi th an 
Ind ian cement company lor the 
sale of calcium carbonate sludge1 

(cha lk) , one of the main bypro
ducts of the factory. 'The cement 
company is to set up a factory near 
Sindri and the plant for pi eduction 
of 50 per cent of the contemplated 
output of cement wi l l have been 
erected in about 2½ years. I n i 
tially the cement output wi l l he of 
the order of 300 tons a day which 
wil l be doubled before long. The 
contract juice: for the sludge is 
Rs 9 per ton, which is considered 
the economic price. 

Consolidation of Holdings 

The Ut ta r Pradesh Government 
is reported to have decided on a 
scheme of compulsory consolidation 
ot holdings financed by a consolida
tion levy of Rs 4 per acre on all 
landholders. The scheme is said 
to be based on the recommenda
tions of a special committee which 
had been set up. 

A l l holdings wi l l first be pooled 
in each village and shared out after  
marking apart certain areas for pub-
lie util it ies like schools, playgrounds 
and roads. The Land Management 
Committee of the Vi l lage Pancha-
yat w i l l decide the valuation of 
holdings and allot consolidated 
holdings to holders. Complaints 
against the decisions of the Land 
Management Committee w i l l be 
settled by the Distr ict Consolidation 
Officer to be appointed. 

In the first year, starting f rom the 
middle of next year, the scheme wi l l 
be introduced in the thirteen com
munity project areas end in villages 
selected for intensive development 
in other districts. Six to eight years 
may be required for completion of 
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the p rogramme o f conso l ida t ion a l l 
over the State. An increase of 25 
per cent in food output is expected 
wher the scheme is completed. 

Off-shore Purchases in 1951-52 

American off-shore purchases 
made f rom M S A funds amounted 
to $729 mi l l ion in the fiscal year 
1951-52 (July to June) against the 
original estimate of $680 mi l l ion . 
This does not include orders placed 
directly on behalf of the Un i t ed 
States forces in N A T O countries. 
France obtained the largest share of 
orders amounting to $350 mi l l ion 
including $46.6 mi l l ion out of the 
total provision of $65 mi l l ion allo
cated to aviation industries. This 
is rather surprising since much has 
been heard about the progress of 
the British aircraft industry and very 
l i t t le about the industry in France. 

Italy came second w i t h $140 m i l 
lion wor th of off-shore orders and 
the Un i t ed Kingdom was only th i rd 
w i th orders wor th $75 mi l l ion . 
Switzerland obtained orders worth 
$35 mi l l ion . West Germany bene
fited only to the extent of $10 m i l 
l ion. The bulk of the off-shore pur-

chases were of munitions and explo 
sives while shipping and harbour 
installations obtained a substantial 
allocation. Only $7 mil l ion were 
spent on purchase of small arms. 

Tariff Commission 

In addition to the various enqui
ries they have always on hand— 
the automobile industry is their big
gest headache at the moment—it is 
nice to know that the Tar i f f Com
mission have been able to do sub-
stantial work by way of reviews of 
the industries already enjoying pro
tection. The Commission have also 
undertaken the compilation of sta
tistics relating to protected indus
tries. A monthly as well as a quar
terly review of protected industries 
is being prepared Wha t a pity, 
they are not being published. 

Several other useful studies have 
also been completed by the Tar i f f 
Commission, including a study of 
the incidence of 30 per cent i n 
crease in the railway freight on coal 
and coke on the fair ex-workscosts 
of production of certain protected 
industries and an analytical study 

of the wholesale and retail prices of 
protected commodities f r o m July, 
1951 to February, 1952. 

The object of the latter study 
was to outline the trends of the 
wholesale and retail prices of the 
protected commodities w i t h refer
ence to the fair ex-works prices 
determined by the Commission so 
that the cases in which there was 
a strong presumption of excessive 
price charging might be brought 
out. The Ta r i f f Commission intend-
to pursue these cases further by de
tailed investigation. 

There is no end to the range and 
variety of the things that the Tariff 
Commission have been doing. 
They have been looking into the 
terms of references and procedure 
of the UK Monopolies A i d Restrict
ive Practices Commission set up 
Britain to see if they could find any 
guidance for their work from them. 
The question of maintaining closer 
liaison between the Tar i f f Commis
sion and the Indian Standards Insti
tution is, of course, also there. Only 
they studiously leave the Planning 
Commission severely alone! 
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