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Boosting Handicrafts 

AD D R E S S I N G the newly set-up 
A l l - Ind ia Handicrafts Board, 

the Union Minister for Commerce 
and Industry urged for support to 
handicrafts and small industries 
which should he preserved not only 
for their employment potential but 
for their artistic value. This is 
somewhat of a departure f rom the 
Minister's reported stand against 
such ambitious schemes as preserv
ing the handloom industry at the 
expense, if need be, of the mi l l 
industry. Apparently, the Com
merce Minister's exhortation to the 
Handicrafts Board covers only those 
crafts whose preservation and deve
lopment are not condit ional upon 
demarcation of the market. It is 
rather w i th handicrafts for the pro
ducts of which new demand could 
be created through proper organi
sation of marketing both inside the 
country and abroad that he is con
cerned, in order to do so, he is 
prepared to consider the appoint
ment of a State Trad ing Organisa
tion if that is found necessary. 

There is no gainsaying the fact 
that w i th the adoption of better 
sales methods considerable fillip 
could be afforded to handicrafts of 
various types, Dur ing the next 
few months, the Handicrafts Board 
wi l l concentrate on two handi
crafts, viz., pottery and matt ing. 
What success the board can achieve 
in respect of these two is to be 
seen and it is only afterwards that 
one would be able to judge whe
ther the setting up of the Board 
marks a tu rn ing point in the history 
of Indian handicrafts. 

Ceylon's Terms of Trade 

DU R I N G the eighteen-month 
period January 1951 to June 

1952, Ceylon's terms of trade have 
moved against her almost uninter
ruptedly. In the first quarter of 
1951. the terms were as favourable 
as 56 ( import prices as percentage 
of export prices; 1948 100) due 
to the large rise of export prices 
between 1948 and 1950 as compar
ed wi th the import prices. The 
boom init iated by Korea however 
had more or less worked out its 
effects by the last quarter of 1950 
when the terms of trade started 
their downward course. The low
est level was reached by the end of 
1951 wi th the index at 106. There 
was a small recovery in the first 
quarter of 1952 occasioned by a 
rise of export prices by 20 per cent 
against a rise of barely 4 per cent 
in import prices. This was how-

ever short-lived a n d in the second 
quarter of the year, the terms of 
trade moved back to 104. 

Price indexes of the three main 
exports of Ceylon, viz., tea, rubber 
and cocoa nut products arc given 
below. The reversal in the terms 
of trade seems to have been occa
sioned mainly by the fall in prices 
of cocoanut products and, to a 
smaller extent, rubber. 

Dur ing the same period the 
terms of trade of India—calculated 
on the same basis fluctuated much 
less. In the four quarters of 1951, 
the terms of trade were, 81.3, 75.4, 
83.1 and 86.3 respectively, the ave
rage for the year being 81.5. The 
slow downward movement was 
accelerated in the first quarter of 
the current year when the terms 
of trade moved to 93.3. 

While the export price index of 
Ceylon was thrown severely out of 
gear by the drastic fal l in rubber 
and cocoanut prices, in the case of 
Ind ia export prices of major items 
like jute and cotton manufactures 
were fair ly maintained in 1951, 
and the decline f rom the first 
quarter of 1951 was not so marked 
as is the case of Ceylon's exports. 

Emigration Policy 

AN impor tant announcement on 
the Government of India's 

emigration policy, which was pub
lished in the Gazette of India of 
September 27, has gone almost un 
noticed. The Prime Minister la id 
on the table cf the House on the 
opening day of Parl iament a copy 

of the notification issued to Sep-

tember 13, wh ich "prohib i ts w i t h 
effect f rom the 1st October, 1952, 
a l l persons f rom depart ing by sea 
out of Ind ia to the Federation of 
Malaya, the Colony of Singapore 
and Burma for the purpose of u n 
skilled work unless exempted by a 
general or special orders of the 
Central Government f rom the pro
visions of this no t i f i ca t ion" . The 
noti f icat ion was issued under sub
section (1) of section 30A of the 
Ind ian Emigrat ion Act, 1922, which 
gives the necessary powers to the 
Central Government. 

The object of this notif ication is, 
as stated in the Gazette of India, 
" the better and more effective 
administration of the policy con
sistently fol lowed by the Govern
ment of I nd ia of not permit t ing the 
departure, for the purpose of un
skilled work, of Indians out of 
Ind ia ". The Government of India 
notif ication of June 8, 1938 has 
been rescinded. Tha t notif ication 
had for the first t ime prohibited 
emigration of unskilled labour to 
Malaya, after the fai lure of pro
tracted negotiations w i t h the 
Malayan authorities on wages and 
conditions of work of Ind ian immi 
grants. However, there has hitherto 
been no prohibit ion of departure of 
labourers who had been once to 
Malaya and returned to Ind ia for a 
short time or to emigration of wives 
and children of labourers already 
in Malaya. It appears to be the 
intention now to enforce a total ban 
on emigration of unskilled labour to 
Malaya. 

Facts regarding the movement 
of Indians between Ind ia and 
Malaya in the post-war period are 
diff icult to get f rom Ind ian sources. 
Al though the Control ler-General of 
Emigrat ion submits an annual re
port to the. Government, this report 
is not pr inted and published. H o w 
ever, according to figures given in 
the Annual Report of the Federa
t ion of Malaya (1950) there was a 
net emigration f rom the Federation 
of Malaya of 2,549 Indians in the 
post-war period upto 1950. More 
Indians seem to have gone to 
Malaya after 1950, for, according 
to a press report, the Ind ian Con
trol ler of Emigrat ion said in last 
M a y that about 1,450 Indians on 
an average left Madras for Malaya 
every month. About 50 per cent 
of these were those who had come 
f rom Malaya and went back, 30 
per cent represented traders and 
businessmen, and the remaining 
were new people who left for em
ployment in skilled work. 
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Malaya 's reaction to the I n d i a n 

ban on emigration was expressed by 
M r R . G . D . Houghton, Secretary 
of the Malayan Planting Industries 
Employers Association who said on 
October 11 that the ban does not 
matter and that the time when 
Malaya needed labour from Ind ia 
had passed. 

Perhaps the Government of Ind ia 
also wants to facilitate the settle
ment of Ind ian labourers already 

in Malaya by discouraging frequency 
movements to and from India . The 
present notification docs not apply 
to Nor th Borneo, whir l) had, re
quested the Government of Ind ia 
sometime back to permit emigration 
of Indians to that country. The 
request appears to have been turn
ed clown finally. SOME Indians 
employed in the Anglo- I ran ian O i l 
Company in Persia are reported to 
have been employed in Sarawak. 

Cultivation of Sulphur in Lakes 

RE S E A R C H on sulphur produc
t ion has been going on at the 

British. National Chemical Research 
Laboratory at Teddington, and at 
a branch laboratory near Salisbury, 
lor over two years. The research 
was motivated by the shortage of 
sulphur. It was known that bac
teria produced sulphur naturally. 
Now it. is thought that most of the 
sulphur in the wor ld has been pro
duced in this way through vast 
periods of time. 

Two years ago scientists from 
Teddington investigated lakes in 
N o r t h Africa where this natural 
process goes on. They thought that 
if these activities could be speeded 
up ten times the result might be a 
commercial process lor making sul
phur-. Already they have speeded 
up, by six times, the action of the 
bacteria. This has been done by 
selecting the best strains and f inding 
the best " b r o t h " for them to work 
in. Sewage is an excellent medium 
for the purpose. What is more 
important is that, in the light of 
their experiments, they think it pos
sible that if the lakes in desert areas 
in Australia and other places 
(hot sun is v i ta l to the. pro
cess) could be contaminated w i t h 
the right k ind of sewage and w i t h 
specially selected and cultivated 
bacteria, these lakes could produce 
sulphur on a larger scale. 

Letter to the Editor 

C o m m u n i t y Projects 
The B. R. School of Economics 

and Sociology, Agra, a recently 
organized institution oi post-gradu
ate studies and resell research is organiz
ing a symposium on " The Com
muni ty Projects in India ," at the 
time of its inaugural function, on 
the 21st November, 1952. It is to 
be presided over by Dr Radha 
K a m a l M u k e r j i , and is expected to 
be attended by a few prominent 
economists, some government repre
sentatives and a few foreign visitors. 

This is to please request you to 
extend me the courtesy of publish
ing this news in tire columns of your 
esteemed paper, as a news item. 

Secondly, wou ld you please like 
to send your correspondent or re
porter to report the proceedings? 
Kind ly let us know at your earliest 
convenience. 

Thanks for the favour of publish
ing the news. D. S. Chauhan 

Director 
15. R. School of Economics 

and Sociology, Agra. 
November 6, 1952. 
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