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The Problem of Coal 
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C O A L is not a problem. Nature 
has been generous in her 

bounty and technology, the hand
maid of science, is ready to assist 
and has given occular evidence that 
low grade coal of I n d i a can be 
treated and washed into a higher 
quality coal. L o w grade coal we 
have in abundance. In coal-starved 
South Ind ia , geologists have dis
covered r ich lignite fields w i t h great 
possibilities for the use of this fuel 
and its bye-products. 

The problem is the human prob
lem of organisation, how to get to
gether the producers and consumers 
of coal, the Government agencies 
control l ing transportation of coal 
and its price, etc., and the Planning 
Commission directing pr ior i ty of 
public expenditure, to make the best 
use of these gifts of nature. In short 
the problem is of rationalisation. 

As regards coal, in nature every 
prospect pleases; man alone is inert. 

Consider the position of produ
cers of coa l Coal is a basic indus
try and the threat of nationalisation 
is hanging over it and nationalisa
t ion is understood by practical 
mining men to mean not adequate 
compensation but a nam-ke-waste 
pittance. In such circumstances, it 
is not fair to expect that min ing 
companies w i l l risk in future large 
fortunes in mechanising their mines 
and in providing washing plants to 
improve the grade and quality of 
their low grade coal. 

The industrial consumers of coal 
suffer both from apathy of the pro
ducer as wel l as of the Government. 
Large consumers of coal like steel 
works have their own agencies to 
inspect the quality of coal but the 
ordinary industrial • consumer can
not afford the expense of such 
inspection and is entirely at the 
mercy of the colliery making the 
supply. M o r e often than not, he 
gets coal much inferior in quali ty 
to what he has ordered and to add 
to his loss, he has to pay freight at 
the present h igh rate on this coal 
plus rubbish. The industrial con
sumer would like to buy his coal 
from the nearest coalfield to save 
freight but at such coalfields outside 
Bengal and Bihar, neither transport 
facilities are adequate; nor is the 
coal graded; both these are func
tions of the Government. If coal is 

washed and standardised, it w i l l be 
of consistent quality and for such 
coal consumers wou ld be glad to 
pay a l i t t le premium over the con
trol led price. F rom lack of rat ion
alisation, the consumer suffers- the 
most and would be ready to agree 
to make his contribution to rational
isation by paying a l i t t le more for 
coal provided he is assured of a 
regular supply of coal of consistent 
quality suitable for his purpose; but 
wi thout the washing of coal, such 
consistent supply is not practicable. 

As coal is a controlled industry, 
it is natural that its deficiencies are 
blamed upon Government, r ightly 
or wrongly, but the rationalisation 
of the coal industry is a big enough 
task for any Government; it is 
closely associated wi th the enlarge
ment of existing transport facilities 
and larger availability of finance 
than our treasury can afford. . O u r 
Government is striving hard first to 
rehabilitate transport and bring it 
to the condition existing before the 
par t i t ion and in that it has largely 
succeeded. 

Rationalisation of the coal indus
try is not entirely the business of 
the Transport Min i s t ry who can 
take care only of its transport side; 
nor is it entirely the business of 
either the Production Minis t ry or 
the Min i s t ry of Commerce and I n 
dustry. The functions of these 
various ministries affecting the coal 
industry have to be co-ordinated 
ultimately in a new Min is t ry of Coal. 
.But that w i l l take time. In the 
meanwhile the Government has 
made a beginning in setting up the 
Coal Board. Let us give our good
w i l l and support to this belated 
beginning though the Board func
tions wi thout the advantage of hav
ing a representative of the min ing 
or consuming interests or of the 
scientific, technological side of the 
industry. 

You may have more co-ordination 
and also a Coal Minis t ry but u l t i 
mately rationalisation w i l l hinge on 
finance and we cannot expect our 
Government to make an outlay of 
several crores for this purpose. 
We have, therefore, to look to the 
W o r l d Bank or the U S A for a loan 
for the rationalisation and develop
ment of our coal industry so neces
sary for the industrial upl i f t of the 
country. 
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