
THE ECONOMIC WEEKLY September 27, 1952 
Uranium in South Africa 

THE gold mine dumps in Rand, 
according to tin- 'South A f r i 

can Minister lot Transport, contain 
more uranium than any other depo
sits in the world, including the 
Runt Jungle field in Australia's 
Northern Territory and those in  
Canada. The South African Gov
ernment is spending £50 mill ion on 
developing these deposits. Produc
tion wi l l start next month. 

Human Life Priority Telegrams 

A S P E C I A L class of private tele
grams has been started by the 

Posts and Telegraph Department, 
relating to safety to human life in 
road, railway, fire, floods, electro
cution, building collapse, factory 
accidents, etc., as also serious phy
sical condition or death of a person. 
The public wi l l be able to send 
' 'Priority Telegrams" in such cir
cumstances. 

Such telegrams are classed " X X X " 
and receive priority in transmission 
over Express telegrams. They arc 
charged for at " Express rates ' and 
the sender is only entitled to men
tion in them the condition of the 
person or persons involved in ac
cidents or medical seizure and in 
clude a request for the presence of 
relatives or friends. 

No special service, viz., Reply 
Paid, Mult iple Address, etc., is ad
mitted in this class of telegrams ex
cept " X P " (cooly charges) and 
" BP " (boat (barges) when neces
sary for the expeditious delivery of 
this class of telegrams. 
Workers' Unions Unite ! 

ON Saturday last, the two lakhs 
of cotton textile workers of 

Bombay City received their bonus 
of three months' wages. The amount 
involved was about two crores of 
rupees. The disbursal of this huge 
amount did not escape the notice 
of the workers' unions, who put in 
their claim for a share in the form 
of subscriptions and donations. At 
present, the textile workers of the 
city are organised in three different 
trade unions the Congress-sponsor
ed Rashtriya M i l l Mazdoor Sangh, 
the Socialist Cotton Textile Maz
door Sabha and the Communist 
M i l l Mazdoor Union. The Sangh, 
being a representative ' union wi th 
in the meaning of the Industries 
Disputes Act, is in a privileged posi
t ion. It alone can officially take the 
workers' grievances to courts and 
adjudicators and virtually, it is also 
the only union that has access to 
the mil l authorities. The Sangh's 
volunteers have access to the m i l l 

managements and can sit neat the 
pay-clerks when wages are being 
disbursed. Naturally, they can in
fluence the jobbers and through 
them the workers. Tims the Sangh 
could be sine about its collections 
from the bonus. The other two 
unions have1 practically no locus 
standi, as far as legal proceedings 
are concerned. Their only approach 
to labour problems is through 
workers themselves. So while the 

Sangh merely described through 
posters how it was responsible for 
the rise in their earnings, the 
Sabha and the Union held workers' 
rallies to explain their approach to 
the important problems fating the 
textile workers. 

It was an interesting experience 
to attend the two rallies held at the 
same time, within a few furlongs of 
each other in the labour area, The 
Communist leaders criticised the 
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