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" capitalist " Government, roundly 
abused the Socialists for their " re-
actionary " policy and burnt at the 
meeting an effigy of the Sangh. 
The Socialists pointed out that the 
Government remained neutral when 

the union was weak but turned 
hostile when the union was strong, , 
condemned the Communists for 
their opportunism and disruptive 
activities, and described the Sangh 
as a tool of the employers. The 
atmosphere was surcharged with 
politics and economic problems 
were relegated to the background. 

It was a pitiable sight to see three 
trade unions, dominated by d i l -
ferent political parties, lighting one 
another instead of fighting the com
mon adversary and finding solutions 
to the economic problems that lace 
the workers today. The payment 
of bonus was a splendid opportunity 
for these organisations to come to
gether and collect a sizable amount 
for spending on workers' welfare. 
If a single union representing all 
textile workers of Bombay would 
have asked the workers to contri
bute even one per cent of this profit-
bonus, the sizable amount of rupees 
two lakhs could have been collected 
and spent for the workers' cause. 

There are happy signs that the 
desirability of such a step is being 
realised. Dange stressed the need 
for trade, union unity. Asoka Mehta 
went a step further, pleading for 
a single union of textile workers 
without any political strings, and 
the meeting of the Sabha passed a 
resolution asking for the determi
nation of a single representative 
textile trade union by a ballot. This 
welcome impulse should be followed 
to its logical conclusion. Let the 
Sangh, the Sabha and the Union 
tome together, shed their political 
differences in, industrial matters and 
unite. Unreal? Yes. f But how 
much better than the present squab
bles. 

Standard-Vacuum Refinery 

THE first consignment of refinery 
material for Standard-Vacuum's 

Refinery project has arrived in 
Bombay. It comprises specially 
forged reinforcing steel bars requir
ed for heavy foundation work. 

To avoid further calls on locally 
manufactured steel already in short 
supply, Standard-Vacuum have 
arranged to import steel required 
for the Refinery from abroad. 

Letter to the Editor 

"Heads I W i n , Tails 
You Lose'" Policy 
in A i r Transport 

Sir, 
I am a regular reader bf your 

leaders, with most of which I agree. 
But there are occasions when I 
should have liked to scratch your 
eyes out for saying wrong things or 
for omitting to say the right things, 
as for instance your views on the 
future of the steel industry and the 
air transport industry. 

As regards air transport industry," 
have you stopped to consider why 
some interests are going to be al
lowed to retain portions of the in
dustry where you can charge a 
passenger As 7 a mile, and the Gov
ernment and taxpayer are asked to 
take on portions where a charge of 
As 3 a mile only is possible? The 
cost of operation of both inter
national and domestic routes is 
approximately As 4 a seat mile, 
whereas you can charge As 7 for 
international routes and only about 
As 3 for domestic routes. 

Air Traveller. 
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