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' U N D A M E N T A L thinking is not the special province of civil ser
vants nor is it that of expert bodies who can at best offer a solu

tion to specific problems submitted to diem in the setting in which a 
solution is sought. Tha t is why the Planning Commission was set up 
as an independent body to chaw up a plan of economic development 
for the country. The point to be emphasized is its independence both 
of the Government and the Congress. It was not a sub-committee 
of the Cabinet or of the A I C C . Indeed in the beginning it set out 
to find the solution which would meet with the approval of all the 
polit ical parties in the country. This it could do as a non-political 
body. And this was precisely the claim it made when it first presented 
its Draft Outl ine of the Plan to elicit public opinion. It expressly 
invited criticism from all political parties in the country to help it to 
make the final Plan as acceptable to different shades of political opinion 
as possible, consistently wi th the specific ends that the Plan was 
expected to achieve. The independence of the Planning Commission 
from the Government was further emphasized when those of its 
members who wanted to contest the elections resigned from it in order 
to be free to do so. 

The Congress as a party accepted the Draft Outl ine of the Plan 
and incorporated it in their election manifesto. This was all to the 
good, since it enabled the Draft Plan to win the approval of the elec
torate. There is a difference, however, between the Congress accepting 
the recommendations of the Planning Commission and the recom
mendations of the Planning Commission being adapted t o . win the 
approval of the Congress Party. In the latter event, there is the 
danger that the Planning Commission w i l l lose its independence and 
the country wi l l not get the best expert, opinion from this august body. 
Considerable misgivings, therefore, wi l l be caused by the statement 
made by Shri S. N. Agrawal , General Secretary of the A I C C , that the 
revised version of the Five Year Plan w i l l be finalised only after con
sultations wi th the Congress Committee meeting on October 5 and 6. 

Misgivings w i l l turn into something much worse if, as the General 
Secretary of the A I C C says, the Planning Commission is asked to 
incorporate the decisions of the Congress Working Committee on the 
vexed question of land reforms in general and of fixing ceilings for 
land holdings in particular, questions on which the Working Com-
mittee, after protracted discussions in two -successive meetings, failed 
to take any decision. Not only did the Work ing Committee find itself 
baffled by them; it did not eventually put these questions before the 
A I C C session at Indore, as it had decided to do earlier, according to 
press reports. 

Apart from land reforms, another knotty problem that the Plan
ning Commission w i l l have to decide in consultation wi th the Working 
Committee is that of the place of small-scale and village industries in 
the economy of the country. T h e more specific question of reservation 
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