
September 5, 1951 

The Commonwealth Conference 
(From a London Correspondent) 

LI T T L E interest seems to have 
been exhibited in Delhi about 

the Commonwealth wealth financial offi
cials' conference, which is to open 
here on the 22nd of this month. 
In Bri tain, on the other hand, great 
things are expected of the two 
Commonwealth Conferences which 
are scheduled and speculation has 
been encouraged by Mr Butler's 
decision to stay away from the 
Mexico City meetings in order to 
concentrate on the Commonwealth's 
problems instead. 

It is not difficult to explain this 
lack of enthusiasm on the part of 
De lh i . These Commonwealth Con
ferences have now been held not 
once, but many times too often. 
Also, it does not follow, because the 
British Chancellor has not been pre
sent in person in Mexico Ci ty , that 
he regards Commonwealth consulta
tions at the forthcoming meetings as 
likely to be momentous and impor
tant enough to jus t i fy the neglect 
of the Mexico City meetings—as 
some British papers have hinted. 
Mr Butler is, in the opinion of 
some of the people in the City at 
any rate, a somewhat perplexed 
man. Part of this perplexity is 
a t t r ibuted to the tendency of his 
chief to listen to L o r d Cherwell 
and not to the Treasury, solely and 
entirely; and one of the jokes going 
round the City is that Mr Butler 
has now receded into the back
ground and become second foot
man. From a perplexed man who 
is not in ful l control of the situ
ation, not much can be expected. 

Tha t is one view. It does not 
seem, however, to be the correct 
view. Whatever justification Com
monwealth meetings might or might 
not have had in the past (and the 
last conference turns out in retro
spect to have had abundant justifica
t ion) there seems to be something 
to confer about on the present 
occasion. Indeed, these conferences 
are an essential preliminary to any 
forthcoming meetings between re
presentatives of the Uni ted States 
and Brit ish Treasuries. 

T h e new slogan for sterling, 
taken up and promoted from one 
of Mr Butler's speeches is, " trade 
not a id . " If any proposals are to 
be made to the U n i t e d States on 
this basis, then it wou ld seem that 
the fol lowing points must be cleared 
first: 

( i ) G A T T , which figures on the 
agenda for the Commonweal th Con

ference. Before American tariffs 
are dismantled, special preferences 
for Bri tain must disappear. The 
Uni ted States is al l the more likely 
to insist on this, as Bri ta in is oppos
ing the admission of Japan to 
G A T T . The Commonweal th has 
had to be consulted on this. 

( i i ) Extension of the European 
Payments U n i o n . It is proposed 
that it should be extended to L a t i n 
America. If this point comes up 
in future Anglo-American discus
sions, then the Uni ted K ingdom 
should be armed w i t h the Common
wealth's point of view. 

(iii) Trade. If America is going 
to extend trade, how far is the 
Commonwealth to participate in 
the benefits which can be antici
pated ? 

These are interesting problems. 
Unfortunately, it is too soon to 
expect that precise decisions on 
these matters w i l l be taken in Lon
don at the forthcoming meetings. 
But if Mr Butler is making any 
proposals to the U n i t e d States on 
these lines, then it is good that he 
should attach some importance to 
consultations w i t h the Common
wealth. Tha t wou ld be in confor
mi ty w i t h the new status of its 
members. 

I have not been able to gather 
any evidence, however, indicating 

these more fundamental problems, 
India w i l l be concerned, I hear, 
pr imar i ly w i t h defending her impor t 
policy, and secondarily w i th explain-
ing her trade policy in relation to 
Pakistan. As for Pakistan, she has 
plenty to explain, in view of the 
present size of her deficit. There 
are reasons to believe that the for th
coming conference of officials w i l l 
be informed about the British Gov
ernment's programme for sterling 
and w i l l be posted w i th the back
ground. They may not have any 
contributions to make. That , how
ever, is another matter. 

I L O Institute 
The Union Minis t ry of Labour is 

deputing two of its officials, Shri 
S. R. Sen Gupta, Inspector of T r a i n 
ing, Lucknow, and Shri Kailash 
Nath , Principal, Chit taranjan, to 
participate in the institute to be 
held by the I L O in, Europe from 
September 29 to December 14 to 
provide practical experience to 
officials in Asia and the Far East 
engaged in developing apprentice
ship programmes. Fifteen officials 
from these countries are expected 
to attend the institute. 

In addit ion to discussions w i t h 
experts in European countries, the 
programme includes practical field 
surveys, visits to apprenticeship 
centres and instructions on the orga
nisation and methods of apprentice
ship schemes. 
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