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genius in men whatever station of 
life they may occupy. 

Most of the patents registered 
here are foreign. This is an extra 
precaution taken by foreign patent 
holders and largely a legal forma
l i ty . For patent rights, like copy 
rights, are va l id in most countries 
which subscribe to international 
conventions, whichever may be 
their country of origin. The regis
t rat ion of such rights in this coun
try makes the legal protection more 
secure. It does not necessarily 
mean, however, that the holders of 
foreign patents intend to utilise 
their inventions here. 

Of the total number of patents 
taken out in 1951, according to the 
Annual Report of the Patents 
Office for the year, three quarters 
are foreign. The number of appli
cations for patents has been rising 
only in recent years, and was 2,108 
for 1951 as compared w i t h 1,851 in 
1950. Applications from Indians 
are still few, though the number 
has been rising since 1936. They 
were 422 in 1951 as compared w i t h 
352 in 1950, 266 in 1946 (since 
when there has been a sharp up
ward trend except for a fall in 
1947) and 199 in 1936. Only 13 
women applied dur ing the year, 10 
of them were inventors themselves. 

Pakistan's Share of Public Debt 

SI N C E the Indian budget for 
1952-53 took credit for the first 

instalment payable by Pakistan 
towards her share of the undivided 
Ind ian Government's public debt, 
there has been some anxiety that 
the payment which was due on 
August 15, 1952 has not so far been 
made. The explanatory memo-
randum to the Ind ian budget stat
ed dearly that the amount of 
Pakistan's debt to Ind ia had not 
been finally assessed but that, on 
the basis of approximate figures, the. 
first year's instalment was likely to 
be about Rs 9 crores. Since Paki
stan had also provided in her bud
get for the payment of this first 
instalment, there could be no doubt 
about the intention of Pakistan to 
start the payments, though the 
amount mentioned was only Rs 5 
crores ( P ) . Converted at the offi
cial rate of exchange this amounts 
to only Rs 7.2 crores ( I n d i a n ) . 

A somewhat complicated calcu
lation has to be made to determine 
Pakistan's debt according to the  
provisions of the Pakistan (Mone
tary System and Reserve Bank) Act , 
1947 which laid down that Paki
stan's share would be made up of 
the value of the assets, physical and 
financial, which lay in Pakistan or 

Were taken over by the Pakistan 
Government, plus 17½ per cent of 
the uncovered debt, represented by 
the excess of liabilities over the 
assets of the undivided government, 
minus the l iabil i ty assumed directly 
by the- Government of Pakistan. 
What is surprising is that al though 
the public debt of a government is 
always something that is determin
ed fairly accurately, it has not been 
possible to make a proper division 
between the two countries formed 
out of undivided India . Since the 
main principles of the method of 
determining Pakistan's debt have 
been laid down in precise terms, 
difficulties could have arisen only 
in the valuation of the assets taken 
over by the Pakistan Government. 
It is not dear whether the debt was 
to be computed on the basis of 
values as on a particular date. 
This would have very largely eli
minated differences in estimates be
tween the two governments. As it 
happens, changes in value par t i 
cularly in Pakistan have been rather 
erratic and not always in one direc
tion. 

Once the exact amount is settled, 
the rest follows in a very clear pat
tern. For instance, the rate of inte
rest that Pakistan would be liable 
to pay is to be calculated on the 
basis of the average yield of the 
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rupee and sterling securities of the 
Government of India w i t h an un
expired currency of 15 years or over, 
calculated as an average over the 
two years preceding the date of 
partit ion rounded to the nearest 1/8th 
of 1 per cent. It is definitely stated 
thai repayments are to be made in 
lnd ian rupees and in 50 equal an
nual instalments so as cover both 
the principal and interest. 

Since, however, the currency 
prescribed is Indian, the recent re
versal in Pakistan's balance of pay
ments may create some difficulties 
in the way of Pakistan making the 
payment. As may be recalled the 
trade agreement made in February 
1951 stated that settlement of bal
ances was to be in sterling, of which 
both the countries have always had 
sizable amounts. Repayment in 
Indian currency was prescribed at a 
lime when neither exchange diffi
culties due to subsequent change in 
the exchange rate nor payments 
difficulties arising from the course 
of trade between the two countries 
could have been allowed for with 
any degree of precision. 

Mineral Resource of Tibet 

TI B E T has always been associated 
in the public mind wi th n i l 

things hidden, including minerals. 
It is nothing surprising, therefore, to 
be told by the Mineral Information 
Bureau of the Geological Survey of 
India that the country is " endowed 
wi th " (sic) uranium, petroleum, 
coal, iron, copper, lead, gold, silver, 
borax, soda and saltpetre. But 
beyond the fragmentary exploration 
work done by the Younghusband 
Expedition in 1904 and the Lhasa 
sponsored Hayden Geological Sur
vey in 1922, nothing has so tar 
been done to map the mineral 
resources of Tibet. True, from 
time to time, foreign explorers in 
disguise have made secret surveys 
of the mineral wealth of both Tibet 
and Nepal, but such surveys could 
only be very superficial. 

The latest issue of Indian Mine
rals, the journal published by the 
M i n i n g Information Bureau, may 
be pretty old - i t is for January 
1951 but it contains much inhu 
mation about the hidden wealth of 
this land of mystery which cannot 
grow stale. The Soviet Union , we 
are told, has long been interested 
in Sinkiang oil and has a fair idea 
of the o i l and uranium deposits of 
both Tibet and Nepal. The fact 
that it is also taking out uranium 
from Sinkiang suggests that China 
may facilitate the mining of 'Tibetan 
uranium under Soviet auspices in 
the near future. 

One need not take very seriously 
these speculations of geologists on 
geo-politics, but keen interest w i l l 
fie aroused by the information given 
in the journal , provided it is based 
on dependable data, that Tibet has 
also one of the largest gold deposits 
in the world. If these enormous 
deposits of gold are worked by 
modern methods, they wi l l have an 
immense impact on the world eco
nomy, whether it. reinforces the 
Soviet bloc from Eastern Europe to 
the Far East or not. 

Hi ther to some gold and silver 
have been mined by pr imit ive 
methods in Tibet which are also 
being used to extract borax, soda 
and saltpetre, important elements 
for manufacture of gun powder 
and certain essential chemicals. 
Due to a general ban on mining, 
Tibetan mineral resources have 
practically remained unknown. The 
ban was wisely imposed to protect. 
Tibet from the possibility of alien 
domination of Tibet . Was the lure 
of minerals behind the Chinese plan 
to reshape the political life of Tibet? 

N O H Y S T E R I A I N 
B R I T A I N 

Sir, 

I cannot but be annoyed with 
your London correspondent's re-
marks on " The Case of the Red 
D e a n " in your issue of July 19. 
if a person feels fit to be a London 
correspondent, he should understand 
a litt le bit about the country which 
he is corresponding about and his 
article showed the most amazing 
ignorance, of the relation between 
Church and State in England, the 
limits of the power of .Parliament 
and no knowledge either of the 
statement made by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury (which was rather 
bri l l iant) nor of the actual docu
ment the Dean did present, or at 
feast the writ ten document he sub-
sequently circulated. 

The fact that no more than 30 
MPs at the very most were even 
wil l ing to sign a document about 
the Dean (out of the whole House) 
hardly shows mass hysteria. If your 
correspondent reads only the Daily 
Express and the Beaverbrook press 
and deduces that when they go 
haywire the whole of England 
follows them like shorn lambs, I 
can only advise h im to broaden his 
reading a bit. That is not to say 
that there is not a lot. of anti-Dean 
feeling. But hysterical feeling 
ought to he expressed in something 
or other. 

Yours. etc.. 

Annoyed. 
Little hampton, Sussex, 

September 3. 

L I G N I T E : N O O T H E R G O 

Sir, 

Are you not being too hasty in 
asking the Madras Government to 
go last w i th the development of 
lignite deposits in the article " South 
Sleeping on Fuel Deposits" in the 
issue of August 30? Since the 
article is unsigned and you do not 
say that it is contributed, I take it 
that it is an editorial contribution 
and you accept the responsibility 
for the views expressed. There is 
particular danger in hasty action in 
exploitation of minerals for it not 
only leads to much waste, but hap
hazard attempts at the wrong things 
or wrong places invariably leave a 
t rai l of disappointment which often 
bars further investigation for 
decades to come. M i n i n g expe-
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