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munalism in the former regime and 
of a competitive scramble in the 
present for government employment. 
The civil administration set up after 
the police action naturally meant 
an influx of non-Hyderabadis to re
place the politically unreliable and 
administratively incompetent Mus
l im officials. A sufficient number 
of trained local Hindus was not 
available in spite of rapid promo
tions for the few who were already 
in service. Most of the others, 
thanks to the mediaeval educational 
system, had not the requisite quali
fications for the professions and 
services. Today the majority of 
officers imported from outside the 
State have been repatriated to their 
home provinces as also the armed 
police units. Recruitment to gazet
ted posts is largely through the Pub
lic Service Commission which has 
tried to enforce the rule that other 
tilings being equal, preference w i l l 
he given to mulkis defined as those 
who have resided in Hyderabad for 
not less than fifteen years conse
cutively. 

Unfortunately, other things are not 
always equal, and the mulk i candi
date wi th his Osmania degree and 
precarious command of English is 
unable to stand up to the better 

qualified applicant f rom" outside. 
English is gradually replacing U r d u 
as the language of the administra
t ion, though the latter still holds 
an important place in the law 
courts and other departments. 
M u c h the most substantial of the 
grievances against non-mulkis are 
directed to a large number of them 
who have obtained employment 
through bogus domicile certificates. 
In some cases the influx of out
siders is a manifestation of nepot
ism and sectarianism rather than a 
deliberate policy of ousting local 
candidates. 

Then there is the other side of 
the picture too. 'The local response 
to recruitment in some depart
ments, in the security forces for 
instance, has been surprisingly poor 
in spite of reservations for mulkis 
and consequently the government 
was compelled to recruit outsiders. 
There is, however, a conspicuous 
lack of feeling against the non-
Hyderabad businessman—though it 
should be mentioned in passing that 
the Local H i n d u shopkeeper in pr i 
vate yearns nostalgically for the 
spendthrift atmosphere of the Asaf 
Jahi days, even though bills were 
never paid in time. Some of the 
local H i n d u communities like the 

Reddys ana kayasths who were in 
official favour in the former regime, 
thanks to their social graces and 
courtly U r d u , are anxious to safe
guard their positions even if it 
means the retention of U r d u at the 
expense of regional languages. At 
least one 24-carat M u l k i Minister 
has issued a directive that files sent 
to h im should be in U r d u only! 

M u c h of the antipathy to out
siders would have died a natural 
death if some of the imported offi
cials, major and minor, had not 
offensively thrown their weight 
about and refrained from the pose 
of ' conquerors '. Above al l , the 
movement is psychologically a hang
over of the olden days when Hyder
abad was culturally and politically 
isolated from the rest of India , 
Even today in casual conversation 
the Hyderabad! refers sneeringly to 
the ' outsider ' very much as the 
Southerner in the U S A used to gibe 
at the Yankee hustler from the 
Nor th . Given time, good sense on 
the part of mulkis and non-mulkis, 
and more firmness and understand
ing on the part of government, this 
hybrid agitation of Razakar com-
munalists, unemployed local youths 
and professional agitators could he 
easily contained. 

Weekly Notes 
No More Mill-made Dhoties 

WH E N Shri Prakasam headed 
the Congress Minis t ry in 

Madras, he proved die strength of 
his conviction and showed his 
adherence to the Gandhian creed 
by declining, on behalf of his State, 
the allocation that the Centre was 
wi l l i ng to make, of textile machi
nery. W i l l Rajaji go one better by 
having the production of sarees and 
dhoties by cotton mills banned 
altogether and reserving them for 
handloom weavers? This is clearly 
not wi th in the province of his State 
Government, and while the Com
merce Minister of the Central Gov
ernment has been gracious enough 
to leave it to Rajaji to subsidize 
handloom production, if the latter 
so desires, out of state funds, about 
reservation, he has said no. 

Rajaj i , however, is not given to 
idle talk and he is as well aware of 
the provisions of the constitution 
as anybody else. If he now takes 
up this issue seriously, it can only 
mean that there is a genuine feel
ing among a group of Congress
men, though this feeling is still 

inchoate, that the place of cottage 
industries in the country's economy 
and in the industrial policy of the 
government should be clearly defin
ed. This the Planning Commission 
signally failed to do in their first 
Draft Plan. It talked loosely about 
price margins in favour of products 
of cottage industries and of pro
tecting them by subsidies. It had 
also examined the possibility of 
assisting them by means of a cess 
on the products of factories, but 
the results of the, examination were 
not mentioned even in passing. 
Though the Draft Report more 
than once stressed the magnitude 
of the problem that cottage indus
tries have to solve in absorbing the 
large population which has already 
surplus to agriculture, and whose 
number would swell further if agri
culture were reorganised along the 
lines suggested by i t , the Planning 
Commission d id not make up its 
m i n d about the subject. 

The problems of handloom indus
t ry is no more complex than those 
of other cottage industries. If any
thing, they are simpler, consider

ing that handloom weaving is well 
established and the benefits of co
operation have been made available 
to more handloom weavers than to 
any others plying a major handi
craft. The simple solution of put
ting a ban on mi l l production by 
promulgating an ordinance or by 
passing an act is too naive to merit 
serious consideration. But Rajaj i 
would have done a service, if he 
succeeds in raising the larger issues 
involved, by pin-point ing attention 
on this specific question. 

Patents Registered in India 

PA T E N T rights granted by law 
p r e v e n t free utilisation of 

investigations and may be criticised 
as a tax, often a cr ippl ing one, on 
new techniques. On the other 
hand, this is the only incentive 
given to inventors to stimulate their 
activity, at least in a free economy. 
But, do inventions depend on the 
prospects of their commercial u t i l i 
sation which patent rights are sup
posed to safeguard? 

There is no organised effort, or 
l i t t le private encouragement either, 
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