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rience of any country w i l l bear 
ample testimony to this simple 
t ru th . 

Take, for example, the recent 
exploration of the copper deposits 
of S ikkim by the M i n i n g Section of 
the Geological Survey of Ind ia who 
have submitted an exhaustive report 
on the subject. In course of the 
detailed investigation extending 
over four and a half months, the 
members of the party examined 
occurrences of copper in eleven 
different places, many of which had 
been previously explored, by under
ground methods, by Messrs Bird & 
Co. dur ing the first two decades of 
the century. Now copper is much 
more scarce in India and in the 
rest of the wor ld today than coal, 
which has at least fairly good substi
tutes in other sources of power; not 
so copper. A n d yet the deposits 
examined in Sikkim being situated 
in inaccessible places, the problem 
of transport has to be. considered in 
any scheme of future development. 
A previous exploration had opened 
up a deposit, estimated at some 
41,000 tons of ' probable ' ore ave
raging a copper content of 2.60 per 
cent. The geologists repotted that 
their investigation of this mine 
showed sufficient promise for 
undertaking further underground 
explorations. Tha t is all . Being 
responsible men of science, they 
could not say more. What they 
advised therefore was further 
exploration by chiving, cross-cutting, 
winzing and diamond dr i l l ing at an 
estimated cost of Rs 1,00,000. This 
work is considered to be of primary 
importance for only from the results 
obtained from it can a f ina l deci
sion be taken about opening up the 
Sikkim copper field. 

Slow, yes. Painfully so. But that 
is the only way. 

Student of Geology. 
Bombay, Sept. 12. 

Newsprint Control Withdrawn 

As newsprint is now available in 
sufficient quantities at reasonable 
prices, the Government of Ind ia 
have decided to withdraw the con
trol on newsprint w i t h effect from 
September 11, 1952. 

A notification to this effect is 
being published in a Gazette of 
India (Ext raord inary) , dated Sep
tember 11, 1952. 

N e p a l Steps Back 
(From A Correspondent in Kathmandu) 

TH E R E can be no dispute any 
longer that the experiment in 

polit ical democracy has failed in 
Nepal. At least, it has faded into 
background for the time being w i t h 
the dissolution of the inter im cabi
net. K i n g Tr ibhuvan has decided 
to rule directly w i t h the help of 
about half a dozen of councillors. 
The incompetence, the lack of 
sincerity and bickerings arising out 
of clash of personalities and scram
ble for power among the leaders of 
the Nepali Congress, the only orga
nised polit ical party in the country, 
are some of the factors responsible 
for this catastrophic setback. Dur
ing the year and a half of so called 
popular rule, practically no basic 
changes have been effected in the 
polit ical and economic life of the 
people. 

For this failure, not. only has the 
Nepali Congress been discredited, 
but to some extent, even the Gov
ernment of Ind ia has to share the 
blame. For India had not only 
been instrumental in setting up of 
the inter im cabinet last year, she 
had also offered moral support to 
the. Nepali Congress in its armed 
revolt. Nepal had begun her match 
to democracy w i t h India's help and 
good wishes, and she has been get
t ing friendly help ever since. There 
are some influential elements in 
Nepal, however, who accuse India 
of unjustified interference, though it 
needs to be emphasised that the 
accusation has no basis in fact. At 
this critical juncture, when the 
democratic experiment has failed, 
the Government of India, it is sug
gested, should assist K i n g Tr ibhuvan 
on a friendly basis to shoulder the 
Herculean burden the latter has 
taken upon himself, wi th the sole 
intention to help our northern 
neighbour to continue her march 
to peace and prosperity. 

In fact, India should not remain 
a disinterested spectator in this hour 
of crisis in Nepal, as common tra
di t ion, culture and need for defence 
underline the necessity for mutual 
co-operation. But, in every step 
taken in that direction, New Delhi 
must make it abundantly clear that 
Ind ia has no desire to interfere in 
her internal affairs. 

The present polit ical situation in 
Nepal is without a parallel in any 
other country. One of the senior 
royal councillors (out of five) while 
making a broadcast from Nepal 

Radio the other day, solemnly de
clared that all was quiet in the coun
try and that, wi th the setting up 
of about 11 sub-committees for over
all development, the future would 
be bright wi th the co-operation of 
the general public! The worthy 
councillor also emphasised that the 
ultimate objective of the King's 
direct rule w i th the help of advisers 
was the attainment of democracy in 
Nepal. In the absence of a strong 
public opinion and well organised 
political parties wi th staunch adhe
rents, democratic atmosphere can 
never be created. A l l the political 
parties in Nepal today display the 
same trails of opportunism and indi
vidual jealousies; none of them 
have clear cut ideologies. Most of 
the top-ranking leaders of these 
parties have been concerned more 
w i t h their own selfish ends than 
with developing political conscious
ness among the people necessary for 
democracy. It is high time that 
progressive thinkers and political 
leaders bade good-bye to the petty 
squabbles and strove haul for the 
creation of a strong, informed and 
vigilant public opinion, lest the 
alternative to the hated Rana rule 
may not ultimately turn out to be 
the autocratic rule of the K i n g wi th 
the help of a couple of Ranas and 
a few sycophants. Definitely, the 
advisers regime just installed can
not be regarded as a forward step 
towards the attainment of demo
cracy. 

Bri t i sh Expedition to the Sahara 

A small British expedition is 
now on its way to survey the 
possibilities of reclaiming the Sahara 
and restoring its rainfall . T h e 
leader of the expedition believes 
that the ini t ial step may well he to 
plant trees, experience in Palestine, 
and practical work under French 
auspices over sections of the Sahara 
itself, suggests. The scientists are 
going to find out and make sure. 

Over the greater part of North-
ern Africa stretches a desert almost 
as large as Europe. Wi th in historic 
times much of it was fertile enough 
to form the main granary of the 
Roman Empire, and Hannibal is 
thought to have found his ele
phants in the great forests which 
still existed there at the beginning 
of the Christian era. 
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