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....And to Washington 

WH E N E V E R Soviet Russia 
makes a change in its diplo

matic personnel abroad, tongues are 
set wagging and speculation let loose 
about the possible next move it may 
indicate for Soviet foreign policy. 
'No such speculation, however, is 
warranted when New De lh i 
announces important diplomatic ap
pointments and sends out someone 
to Washington, London or Moscow. 
H a d it been so, the appointment of 
a career diplomat in Moscow to 
succeed the idealist philosopher 
Radhakrishnan could lend itself to 
the interpretation that we had 
chosen to be just ' correct ' in our 
relationship w i t h Soviet Russia i n 
stead of being effusive, as before. 
Conversely, the appointment of a 
L a d i n g member of the Planning 
Commission to Washington to re
place a career diplomat could be 
interpreted equally plausibly as a 
move to sell our Five-Year Plan to 
America and to ingratiate ourselves 
w i t h the State Department, instead 
of maintaining merely ' correct ' re
lations w i th that country. 

No such speculation being war-
ranted, these appointments merely 
register the personal t r i umph of the 
ind iv idua l concerned, whether it be 
by shrewd planning or by accident. 
There is no more to it than that. 
T h e latest diplomatic appointment 
to be finally confirmed is that of Shri 
Gaganvihari Mehta to Washington. 
There is no denying that Shri G. L. 
Meh ta has many of the qualities 
that go to make a good ambassador. 
An illustrious son of an illustrious 
father, he has good looks, is wel l -
connected by marriage, he had w r i t 
ten a thesis on Bertrand Russell, and 
had connections w i t h big business. 
Besides, he has got a large fund of 
w i t for all occasions and has a pleas
ing habit of just th inking the very 
point that you are trying to make 
out, always tries " to be frank w i t h 
you " and has many other engaging 
qualities, too many to enumerate. 

One cannot feel quite sure, how
ever, in spite of all these, whether 
the right place for h i m is New Delhi 
or Washington. For there is l i t t le 
point in sending h i m to Washington 
to sell the ' Plan' if that is the idea. 
It is now the State Department 
which is more enthusiastic about 
the Plan than the people in this 
country; it is they who want to sell 
is to us. Even the t a rp ing critics of 
the Plan have begun to find virtues 
in i t after American attitude became 

known. This being the rase, would 
it not have been better if Shri G. L. 
Mehta , w i t h his infectious enthu
siasm and drive, had remained in 
the country to implement the Plan 
instead of being shifted to an 
altogether new sphere of activity, 
leaving, incidentally, the newly con
stituted Tar i f f Commission in the 
lurch? 

Trade Deficit with Pakistan 

FI G U R E S arc now available, 
though perhaps not the final 

ones, of our trade w i th Pakistan for 
the financial year ending M a r c h 31, 
1952. Not to speak of the balance 
of payments, information for which 
is necessarily more difficult to 
obtain, and which therefore takes 
much longer to collect, even the 
completed trade figures are avail
able only when they are long out 
of date. This gives rise to a lot of 
confusion and is regrettable in the 
extreme for traders as well as the ge
neral public who are naturally much 
more interested in the trade wi th 
Pakistan than in the trade w i th any 
other part of the world . It is high 
time that the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence and Statis
tics, or whichever department is 
responsible for i t , arranged to issue 
more regular and more timely 
information about our trade w i t h 
our next door neighbour. 

Legs than a f if th of our total 
trade w i th Pakistan dur ing the last 
financial year was by sea; the bulk 
of it was land-borne for which , un 

fortunately, statistics are usually 
released much later than for sea
borne trade. In view of the res
tricted Scope of the trade agree
ment in operation during the year, 
the preponderance of land-borne 
trade was perhaps exceptional. Of 
me total imports from Pakistan in 
that year amounting to Rs 112 
crores, raw jute alone accounted 
lor nearly Rs 93 crores, which was 
practically all land-borne, The 
complete figures for the year are as 
follows: 

(Rs crores) 

Imports from Pakistan 112 

Exports to Pakistan 45 

Adverse balance of trade 67 

This table confirms the correctness 
of the figures of Indo-Pakistan trade 
published in an article on the sub
ject in the Parliament Number of 
this paper, in which the deficit in 
the balance of trade for the 1 1 
months ending February 1952 had 
been shown at Rs 69 crores (imports 
Rs 108 crores, exports Rs 39 
crores). The compilation of these 
figures are made unnecessarily 
laborious, because monthly figures 
of land-borne trade, published f rom 
time to time in the Indian Trade 
Journal have to be collected and 
added up to the sea-borne trade 
figures to get the total , an under
taking better not left to private 
enterprise in these days of enlight
ened State enterprise. 
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