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A F E W days ago the French 
Resident-General in Tunisia 

handed to the Sovereign of that 
country a plan of " reforms " for 
examination and approval. The 
chief object of these reforms is to 
distract certain sections of inter
national opinion and to create the 
impression that France is in some 
ways seeking to reach an agreement 
w i t h the Tunisian people. By this 
means, it is hoped, the efforts of 
the Asian-African bloc to raise the 
Tunis ian question before the Uni ted 
Nations w i l l be foiled and the very 
widespread interest roused in this 
problem w i l l die down. 

T h e French do not expect, and 
cannot expect, that the proposals 
w i l l find any favour w i th the Bey 
of Tunis or the Tunisian people for 
the simple reason that such propo
sals were firmly and uncondit ion
ally rejected some two years ago. 
The negotiations which came to an 
end last December, owing to the 
French Government's refusal to 
continue discussions further, had 
been centred on proposals which 
were to lead Tunisia to fu l l internal 
autonomy and, eventually, to inde
pendence. These latest plans could 
certainly not be described as lead
ing Tunisia to internal autonomy, 
le alone independence. They 
would , if applied, give legal sanc
t ion to France's present position in 
the country which , since' the end 
of last M a r c h , has been openly 
that of a colonial power over a 
colony. Even Tunisia's special 
standing as a Protectorate in Treaty 
relations w i t h France was abolished, 
the constitutional government set 
up to negotiate was deprived of 
power by force, and the Bey, sole 
legal depository of the sovereign 
powers of the State, reduced to the 
position of a prisoner under house 
arrest. 

In these circumstances it is hardly 
to be expected that the Tunisians 
w i l l take kindly to a series of pro
posals—even though they have 
received the blessing of Mr Dean 
Aeheson—which would give a per
manent and legal form to French 
control of Tunisian affairs; up to 
now that control has been merely 
the arbitrary and constitutionally 
il legal action of a strong power 
over a weaker one and nothing 

more. 

The present proposals which , 
incidentally, d id not receive the 
approval of a bit terly divided 
French National Assembly, com
pletely ignore the Tunisian demands 
for an all-Tunisian Cabinet and an 
al l-Tunisian Parliament. Instead, 
the Government is to remain 
" mixed "—that is, composed as at 
present of Tunisian Ministers and 
an equal number of French Direc
tors of Departments. A l l these 
departmental chiefs, who w i l l ho ld 
powers of Cabinet Ministers, w i l l , 
as Frenchmen, be answerable to 
nobody. 

In order to cope w i t h the almost 
inevitable lack of agreement bound 
to result from such a mixed Cabi
net, provision has been made for 
what is described as an " Adminis
trative T r ibuna l "—-a curious body 
whose function w i l l be to sit in 
judgment on the disputed minis
terial decrees put forward by each 
section of the Government. Just in 
case this cautiously conceived body 
might operate in a manner embar
rassing to the French Resident-
General, care has been taken to 
assure that Frenchmen control a 
majority, and the chairmanship, of. 
this august t r ibunal . Surely, con
stitutional safeguards could go no 
further. 

However, in the even more 
august H i g h Court of Appeal , a 
further precaution has been taken: 
the Court wou ld have its seat at 
Paris! In other words, though 
Tunisia already by international law 
is a sovereign State, Tunisians 
would now be asked to accept a 
legal recogri t ion of the formal 
annexation of their country to 
France. The Bey of Tunis , at pre
sent an autocratic monarch by tra
d i t ion , has declared his desire to 
transform those powers into those 
of a constitutional monarch aided 
by an elected parliament. He has 
never, however, expressed any 
intention of resigning those powers 
in favour of an annexation of 
his country to France and there 
is no likelihood of his doing so in 
the near future. The national 
movement of Tunisia has the Bey's 
entire confidence and approval as 
was made clear by the fact that 
when the French decided to remove 

the nationalist Cabinet, the Bey 
refused and the French had to 
resort to forceful deportation of all 
members of the Cabinet except those 
abroad and the establishment of 
martial law throughout the country. 

T h i r d item on the reform agenda 
is the so-called Legislative Council . 
This body is to' be composed entirely 
of Tunisians. However, it w i l l have 
no powers to init iate or to decide— 
merely to debate and perhaps 
recommend. Such a body w o u l d 
satisfy no one in Tunisia and it is 
remarkable that the French Govern-
ment should imagine it wou ld ! 
Even moderate French deputies 
described the proposal as empty 
and futile in the course of the 
recent debate before the French 
National Assembly. The opinion 
of these deputies is shared by the 
entire population of Tunisia and a 
very wide section of world opinion. 

Thus it appears that yet another 
chance of a settlement of the now 
critical Tunisian problem has been 
doomed to failure and as the Secre
tary-General of the Tunisian Des-
tour Party, Mr Sal ah Ben Youssef, 
said in Cairo last week: "These 
proposals represent poisoned dish 
already rejected long ago; Tunisia 
has already refused it. But by re-
offering it France has given proof 
that every opportunity for compro
mise and direct negotiations has 
now vanished. We have no other 
means of having our voice heard 
and our rights recognised except by 
an appeal to an international body. 
The conflict w i th France persists 
because the causes of that conflict 
persist." 

The question therefore remains, 
wi l l the Asian-African bloc succeed 
in bringing this conflict before the 
Uni ted Nations General Assembly 
and, once there, w i l l the Assembly 
be capable of rising to the task of 
solving this problem or at least of 
assuring the conditions in which a 
solution in accordance w i t h reason 
and common sense is possible? 
U p o n the answer to that question 
depends not only the immediate 
fate of the Tunisian people but the 
confidence of many nations and 
millions of people in the effective
ness of the U N O as an instrument 
for the protection of world peace. 
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