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Preventive Detention 

AS the leader of the elected Parliament and head of the Government 
chosen by the people, Pandit Nehru now-a-days sometimes speaks 

w i t h a confidence which he d id not do before. A striking instance of 
this new note of confidence was the defence of his Government as a 
party Government. Tha t the Congress has been returned to power 
w i t h an overwhelming majority is a fact which no one w i l l dispute. 
But the shift in emphasis f rom a national to a party Government raises 
some questions of propriety and principle, of form and substance, the 
answers to which w i l l not be as undisputed. This should he obvious 
to all serious students of polit ical affairs who wi l l not be readily taken 
in by analogies from the British parliamentary system which continue 
to plague our thoughts though they may not always govern our actions. 

The basic tenets of that system are twofold. One is that the 
majority party always presents a choice of alternatives both to the 
Parliament and to the country at large. This choice: can sometimes 
be presented in a challenging fashion: take it or leave i t . For the 
assumption is that if the Parliament or the country do not see eye to 
eye w i t h the Government, it is open to the latter to change it. To 
suggest that the same assumption can be val id for the functioning of 
the parliamentary system of government, here and now, would be absurd 
in the extreme. The Government themselves are aware that they have 
no opposition in this sense, that such differences that might exist on 
questions of policy or principle, are inchoate and ineffective. Further, 
that these differences w i l l remain ineffectual for as long as they care 
to look into the future and can therefore be ignored. The opposition 
that the Government need take note of, is not parliamentary opposi
t ion, but differences of opinion or attitudes which can have a nuisance 
value in the shape of demonstrations, mass agitation and similar dis
turbances which they can put down, if necessary, but which they would 
rather not tackle in that particular fashion. For the problem of day 
to day administration is there and to court unnecessary popularity does 
not make for smooth government. 

This is the situation in essence vis-a-vis the Government and the 
country, when both are viewed collectively. Tha t is to say that the 
Congress Government may do many things and need not bother about 
the consequences. One may not say the same th ing about individual 
groups of Congressmen in power, either in the States and even in the 
Centre. For al l Congressmen are certainly not in the happy position 
of ignoring the consequences of their individual actions. The collec
tive strength of the Congress, by reasons of a historical accident, has 
come to rest in and is exercised by Pandit Nehru. Others abide our 
question, he is free. 

So one may not associate w i t h that repository of the trust and 
fa i th of the people in the Congress, particular actions or measures taken 
by the Government. This is itself a paradoxical situation in which one 
can think of Pandit Nehru being pit ted against his own government, 


