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From the London End 

Dr Adenauer in London 
NOT since Dr Bruning stayed at 

Chequers as the guest of Mr 
Ramsay MacDonald, has a German 
Chancellor visited this country. 
Now, at a time of great t r ia l and 
stress for Germany and the wor ld , 
Dr Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor of 
the West German Federal Republic, 
comes to London—a London of 
deep memories, of sti l l glaring war 
wounds and of mixed feelings. It 
was not unexpected. The period 
between these visits is as tragic as 
it is r ich in history. The fact that 
this new representative of Germany 
is being officially made a " wel
come guest " should not, therefore, 
hide the more blatant fact that 
there is a deep undercurrent of 
resentment and horror at the spec
tacle of this country feting a man 
whose past is as d im as are the 
portends of a remilitarized Germany. 

The fact that Dr Adenauer was 
met w i t h a cascade of leaflets bear
ing the slogans, " Seig He i l " and 
" Go Home " when he visited 
Downing Street, or the hundreds' 
strong demonstration of students in 
defiance of the Proctor's ban which 
he had to face at Oxford should 
not be ignored. These are semblan
ces of the agitated state of mind , 
of the anxiety and the disillusion
ment of many people. The diffi
culty of comprehending this com
plete and seemingly inexplicable 
change of face, coupled w i t h the 
resurgence of Nazism in many parts 
of Germany, makes apprehension 
and worry a marked feature of the 
times. 

The visit of Dr Adenauer is not 
just another state visi t . The future 
of Germany is one of the gravest 
questions which w i l l presently 
trouble the minds of the great 
Powers. A settlement in Europe 
means in fact a settlement of the 
future status of Germany; and in 
this settlement the interests of the 
Western Powers are as much i n 
volved as in the Near and Far 
East. The. connection between this 
visi t and the problem now being 
debated in the Committee rooms of 
the United Nations is therefore evi
dent. To Br i ta in and America, 
the problem in its naked form is : 
H o w could the aspirations of the 
German people for a unified and 
democratic Germany be met w i th 
out risking the loss of this power 
in the tactics and strategy of the 
cold war and of the mi l i t a ry prepa
rations implied in the " negotiate 
f rom positions of strength " thesis? 

For some time now the Western 
Powers have been working on the 
problem, how to lit Germany in 
the political pattern established by 
the conduct of the cold war and of 
its offspr ing, the N A T O . The B r i 
tish view was one of hesitancy 
whilst that of the French was open 
opposition to the US proposal for 
the integration of Germany on a 
status of equality, in the Treaty 
organisation. The proposal in fact 
meant the formation of a German 
A r m y and thus of the possibility of 
the revival of German mili tarism. 
The French opposition, based on 
the experiences of 1871, 1914 and 
1940 could therefore be appreciated. 
B u t the proposal, coming from the 
Americans, had to be given more 
than serious thought—hence the 
French modus Vivendi in the form 
of the Pleven Plan whereby a 
European A r m y could be formed. 
Brit ish hesitancy developed to 
open coolness—Britain, tradit ion
ally, treating w i th reserve any sug
gestion of pooling sovereignty or 
assigning it to another authority 
over whom she has little or no con
t ro l . To accomplish the plan, how
ever, a Peace Treaty wi th Germany' 
had first to he concluded which 
means the ending of the joint four 
Power Occupation Statute. A n d so 
the problem has complexities as 
well as consequences which are 
enough to baffle the most ardent 
of students. 

On the other side, the disquiet 
expressed at the trend of develop
ments in Western policy, proposals 
for a unified but independent Ger
many have been many and fre
quent. Her r Wilhelm Pieck's last 
proposals went a long way in meet
ing the wishes of the Bonn Govern
ment. F u l l and free elections 
throughout Germany under the 
supervision of the occupation autho
rities was proposed. It was a 
courageous proposal, involving as 
it certainly would, the sacrifice of 
power by the Socialist U n i t y Par ty 
over the 11 mil l ion inhabitants in 
Eastern Germany in the face of a 
majority of 30 mill ion votes in the 
West. And this sacrifice could 
only be understood if the condi
tions attached to the proposal are 
appreciated—an independent Ger
many wi th no mil i tary alliance w i t h 
any other power. The proposal 
gained wide acceptance from large 
sections of the German people and 
brought to a head the need for an 
effective counter-proposal on the 

part of the Western Powers. 
A n d so, before the fo rum of the 

UN Ad Hoc Political Committee, we 
have the Western proposals for a 
UN Commission to investigate the 
possibilities of holding free elections 
throughout Germany. The Soviet 
Union being apprehensive of the UN 
cum US steamroller wi l l no doubt 
oppose the proposal and recommend 
that it be dealt wi th by the occupy
ing authorities alone. 

It is in this situation that Dr Ade
nauer visits London and there is no 
doubt that long discussions wil l fol
low at the Foreign Office deep into 
the night for arr iving at the correct 
tactics in this highly dangerous, and 
as history teaches us, wholly un
worthy game of power politics or, as 
the Americans would say, " total 
diplomacy ". To Adenauer is at
tributed a cunningness and a Bis-
marcking conceit that is as yet un-
proven. It is said, and widely be
lieved, that he hopes to play the 
Tal lybrand in the current situation— 
playing one Western Power against 
the other. Now supporting France 
in its federalism as sanctioned in the 
Schuman Plan; now plying Britain 
and the United States wi th com
plaints about French suspicions and 
again promising the German people 
a greatness and glory " for which 
Germany shall always" be ". Others 
are, however, content to regard Ade-
nauer, in the brutal ly frank words 
of a Soviet diplomat, as a " pick
up from the garbage heaps of Euro
pean history "—a stooge, a tool and 
a pawn, of no political consequence, 
and a mere stage-setter in the tragic-
comic panorama which is the world 
situation today. And for his place 
in the political life of Germany, even 
The Times had to comment thus, 
" . . . the esteem he enjoys abroad 
is sometimes greater than that which 
he enjoys at home ". As to which 
view is correct, only history wi l l 
judge. 

World Population 

The world 's population was about 
2,400.000,000 in mid-1950, accord
ing to a UN statistical office report. 

The main figures were: 
Africa—1,98,000,000. 
Nor th America—2,16.300,000. 
South Africa—1.11,400,000. 
Asia excluding the USSR— 

1,272,000,000. 
Europe excluding the USSR— 

3,96,300,000. 
Oceania—12,900,000, and 
Soviet Union—1,93,000,000. 
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