
Technical Assistance for Fishery 
Development 

Projects for fishery development 
are morning important part of 
the Expanded Technical Assistance 
Programme of the Food and Agr i -
culture Organization of the United 
Nations, Governments of the Far 
East, Lat in America, and the West 
Indies are receiving advice on the 
expansion and improvement of their 
fishery industries. 

The projects include general 
appraisal surveys of fishery resour
ces, such as is at present being 
carried out by FAO's Fishery Bio
logist, who is preparing a plan for 
the development, conservation and 
management of Ecuadorian fisheries. 

A prel iminary survey of a less 
detailed nature wi l l be made in 
Brazi l by an FAO Fishery Special
ist, Dr C. J. Bottemane, to deter
mine which types of Technical 
Assistance wi l l be needed to improve 
fishing methods and increase domes
tic consumption. Dr Pottemane 
was for many years, head of the 
Sea Fisheries Institute of Indonesia, 
which developed the mechanization 
of the local fishing fleet, and com
bined the organization of market 
centres w i th measures to improve 
the social welfare of fishing families. 

An expert has been sent to Paki
stan to advise on the development 
of a fish harbour at Karachi , to 
relieve the congestion of the pre
sent port, and provide for the larger 
mechanized fishing fleet which the 
Pakistan Government intends to 
develop. Another wi l l work on 
problems of harbour works and 
installations, while a th i rd wi l l assist 
in designing the shore facilities to 
handle the catch. 

Ceylon is receiving assistance in 
the mechanization of its fishing fleet 
and gear, to increase production for 
local consumption. 

Other specialized projects a im at 
spreading the Far Eastern tech
niques for growing fish in ponds to 
furnish a convenient source of pro
tein. A technical assistance project 
of this nature has been under way 
in Hai t i since November 1950. 
Art i f ic ial ponds have been construct
ed and these have been stocked 
w i th carp f rom the USA, and a 
fast-growing fish called ti lapia f rom 
Jamaica. Experiments are also 
being carried out in the rearing of 
indigenous fish in the ponds. 

In Thai land, existing fish ponds 
are operated mainly by residents 
around Bangkok, but the Govern

ment is anxious to increase fish 
production for consumption among 
peoples l iv ing in the hinterland 
where a n i a m i proteins are scarce 
and expensive. Accordingly, the 
Government of Thai land has request
ed the services of an FAO expert 
to develop an extension service 
among inland fish farmers on fresh 
water fish culture methods. An 
expert f rom China has been assigned 
for this purpose. 

Fishery educational work is also 
in progress. Under the sponsor
ship of the Government of Chile, a 
Fisheries Training Center wi l l be 
conducted for ten weeks beginning 
in January, 1952. The Center wi l l 
draw some f i f ty students from 
South American countries. They 
wi l l receive intensified instruction in 
fishery biology, technology, econo
mics, administration and related 
subjects. 

Addit ional technical assistance 
agreements between F A O and gov
ernments are being negotiated. 
Amongt these is an agreement wi th 
the Government of Turkey covering 
technical assistance in fishery bio
logy and surveys to explore latent 
fishery resources, in improving fish
ing and processing methods, and in 
expanding local markets for domes
tic catches of fish. Another agree
ment provides for expert, assistance 
in developing fisheries in the fresh 
and brackish waters of West Ben
gal, India, to assist in relieving the 
food shortage. 

C e n t r a l A g e n c y f o r S t ra teg ic 
M a t e r i a l s 

A new body called the Defence 
Materials Procurement Agency has 
been established in Washington to 
take over the buying of strategic 
materials at home and abroad. It 
w i l l also have responsibility for the 
US Government's efforts to stimu
late domestic and foreign produc
tion of materials needed for defence. 

Certain functions previously per
formed by several other government 
agencies, including the General 
Services Administrat ion and the 
Interior Department's Defence Mine
rals Administration wi l l be central
ised under i t . The minerals and 
metals procurement programme of 
the Economic Co-operation Adminis
tration also is to be transferred to 
this agency. 

I ts functions wi l l include pur
chase and making commitments to 
purchase foreign and domestic 

means, minerals and other mate
rials for government use or resale 
and also the encouragement of the 
exploration, development and min 
ing of strategic minerals and metals 
abroad. The Agriculture Depart
ment, however, wi l l continue to 
handle food buying. 

Future loans by the government's 
Expor t - Impor t Bank to foreign 
countries for development of scarce 
materials are to be made only after 
approval has been obtained f rom 
the Secretary of Agriculture in the 
case of food, and by the Defence 
Production Administrator in all 
other cases. Other loans not 
directly connected wi th the defence 
programme wil l continue to be 
made solely on the authority of the 
Expor t - lmpor t Bank. 

Classif icat ion of Scarce 
Mate r ia ls 

The National Production Autho
r i ty has issued a list of 400 scarce 
basic materials which are classified 
according to their current availabi
l i ty into three categories. It is 
urging consumers to use substitute 
materials in " fair to good supply " 
or in " approximate balance " for 
items in " very short supp ly , " 
wherever feasible. 

All alloy castings are in the 
very short " category, followed 

by all types of sheet and strip steel. 
Leading the group of metals in 

very short supply are copper, alu
min ium, lead, t in , zinc, nickel, 
tungsten, cobalt, molybdenum and 
columbium. Steel and steel shape-
are listed in all three categories, but 
mostly in the " very short " group. 
Copper has been described by the 
NPA as the most crit ically short of 
all the larger tonnage non-ferrous 
metals. Because 70 per cent of 
the domestic supply of zinc is used 
to make essential steel, copper and 
a lumin imum products, zinc is also in 
tight supply. 

G r o u n d n u t s G r o w i n g i n U S A 
The area devoted to groundnuts 

(called peanuts in the States) in the 
United States has greatly expanded 
in the last 35 years. In 1914, US 
farmers harvested 526,000 acres of 
groundnuts having a total yield of 
421 mi l l ion pounds. Estimated 
production for 1951 is 1,900 mil l ion 
pounds from 2,239,000 acres. 

As an exporter, the United States 
is greatly outranked by Nigeria, 
French West Afr ica and Ind ia 
Dur ing 1950 Nigeria exported 
514,590 short tons (2,000 lbs. each); 
French West Afr ica, 332,577 short 
tons; India, 161,757 short tons; and 
the United States exported only 
39,754 short tons. 
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Principal impor t ing countries of  
groundnuts in the shell during 
1950 included the Uni ted K ingdom, 
604,240 short tons; France, 349,160 
short tons; and the Netherlands, 
67,700 short tons. The United 
States is estimated; to have imported 
only eight short tons. 

Leading groundnut-oi l exporters 
dur ing 1950 were French West 
Afr ica and Ind ia . The United Slates 
ranked th i rd . Countries import ing 
large quantities of groundnut-oi l an; 
France and Belgium-Luxembourg. 

American scientists are now 
experimenting wi th groundnuts for 
industrial uses. They are develop
ing ways to use groundnut meal 
and protein in glues, paper sizes, 
and textile fibres. 

Progress of E m p l o y m e n t 
Exchanges in A u g u s t 1 9 5 1 

A sharp rise in the employment 
opportunit ies offered by Govern
ment establishments and a decline 
in the vacancies reported by private 
employers, were the features of the 
employment situation in India dur
ing August 1951. 

The total number of persons 
found employment through Employ
ment Exchanges was 36.563. Of 
these, 18,641 were absorbed in Cen
tral and State Government estab
lishments and 17,922 in private 
establishments. 

The number of persons registered 
wi th the Employment Exchanges 
during the month was 1,26,320, 
including 11,149 displaced persons 
and 3,158 .ex-Government emplo
yees. The number of employers 
who utilised the services of Employ
ment Exchanges was 6,216. 

Under the training schemes of the 
Ministry of Labour 9,965 persons, 
including 374 women and 2,021 dis
placed persons, were receiving 
training at the end of August at 
different training institutes and 
centres. Further, under the appren
ticeship training scheme for dis
placed persons, 833 apprentice-
trainees were undergoing practical 
training, at the end of the month, 
in production work in 141 factories 
situated in Ut tar Pradesh and West 
Bengal. 282 trainees, including 15 
women, passed the test, in voca
tional trades dur ing the month. 

O i l D r i l l i n g i n Bahawalpur 
Dri l l ing for oi l has started at Sui 

in Bahawalpur, according to a 
Pakistan press note. Test well is 

being drilled by most modern type 
of machine which is capable of 
dr i l l ing to the depth of 16,000 feet. 

The site for test well was selected,: 
on the basis of a geological survey 
and aerial reconnaissance carried 
out over a very large area. 

A thirty-f ive mile long narrow 
gauge rai lway line has been con
structed from the test well to Kash-
raore railhead for expeditious trans
port of stores to the .site. An air
strip near the site has also been 
constructed to ensure speedy move
ment of staff and urgent stores by 
air. 

A 40-mile 4" pipeline has also 
been laid with a pumping station 
on the Indus r iver to ensure the 
supply of water. A power station 
and a hospital wi th air-conditioned 
wards have already been built at 
the test well site. 

E x t e n s i o n W o r k e r s f o r P a k i s t a n 

Pakistan has asked the United 
States of America under the Point 
IV Programme for the service of 
experienced Extension Workers. 
Five of them wi l l be stationed in 
the N W F P , Punjab, Sind, East 
Pakistan and Baluchistan. 

They wi l l work out w i th the 
local authorities methods to help 
the cult ivator use results of research 
work in their crop and livestock 
production. Wide adoption of 
practices, known but not generally 
used, w i l l , it is estimated, double 
the production of crops like rice, 
wheat and cotton and increase 
considerably livestock products l ike 
eggs, wool and mi lk . 

Advance P a y m e n t of Salaries 

The Government of Bombay has 
authorised, as a special case, al l 
heads of offices to disburse on 
October 27 the pay' and allowances 
usually drawn wi th pay, including 
those debitable to contingencies, of 
non-gazetted Government servants, 
which would ordinari ly have been 
payable on November 1, 1951. 
Similarly, pensions (with tempo
rary increases, if any.) which would 
ordinari ly have been payable on 
October 31 had it been a working 
day, would be allowed to be drawn 
on October 27. 

This advance payment of pay 
and pensions is being made in view 
of the fact that October 28 is a 
Sunday, the 29th a sectional hol i
day for Hindus on account of 
Diwal i and the 30th and the 31st 
public holidays (Diwal i ) . 

All India First Estimate of 
Sugarcane 1951-52 

An increase of 21.4 per cent in 
the acreage under sugarcane has 
been reported in the first a l l - India 
estimate. The current year's area 
under sugarcane is estimated at 
43,76,000 acres as against the cor
responding figure of 36,06,000 acres 
for the previous year. 

A significant increase in acreage 
has occurred in Uttar Pradesh due 
to high prices of cane and gur. 
Punjab also reports a considerable 
rise in sugarcane acreage as a con
sequence of high prices of cane and 
gur and favourable climatic condi
tions at the time of sowing of the 
crop. 

I naugura t ion of C e n t r a l and 

W e s t e r n Ra i lways 

The formal inauguration of the 
Central and Western Railways, 
under the Regrouping Plan, w i l l 
take place at the Victoria Terminus 
Station, Bombay, on the morning 
of Monday, November 5, 1951. 
The headquarters of both these 
rai lway systems wi l l be located in 
J Bombay. 

Shri H. P. Hi ra and Shri K. P. 
Mushran. at present General 
Managers of the G. J. P and B. B. 
& C. T. Railways, have been desig
nated General Managers of the Cen
tral and Western Railways respec
t ively. 

'D ' D a y for Disclosures of 
Concealed Income 

October 22, 1951 is the only date 
on which Income-Tax Officers wi l l 
receive disclosure applications under 
the Voluntary Disclosure Scheme. 
No applications wil l be received 
before or after that date. 

The concession has been given 
only to facilitate disclosure of 
hidden incomes and it is explained 
that there is no question of people 
wi th hidden income escaping assess
ment f rom the ful l rigour of law in 
future, in case they do not make 
disclosures now. 

Assessees who do not avail them
selves of this final opportunity, 
which wi l l not be repeated, wi l l 
have themselves to blame if they 
have to bear the full penality of 
law. 

The authorities consider that 
having given this concession for 
disclosures, they wil l be ful ly just i 
fied in enforcing the fu l l rigour of 
law on those who do not disclose 
their concealed income now. 
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