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EXPOSER EXPOSED 

DE M O C R A C Y is so delicate a blend between superior claims of meri t 
and the clamant demand of the common man to be heard, that a 

mediocre and colourless person like Clement Attlee shines as- Prime 
Minister, whilst so br i l l iant and outstanding a personality as Pandit 
Nehru can be put to shame by one of his erstwhile Cabinet colleagues, 
and hilioried never submitting to joint responsibility. The Greeks, who 
developed the insti tution to perfection, except that they reconciled slavery 
wi th i t , found it necessary sometimes to banish from their state one who 
was so far above the others in talent, wisdom and ability as to foul the 
mental climate in which alone democracy can function and flourish. 

O n the specific issue of the H i n d u Code Bil l on which D r Ambedkar 
resigned, the ex-Law Minister has not got the better of the argument. 
It is difficult to see what more the Prime Minister could have done, faced 
as he was. as he himself sees and admits, wi th " a good deal of opposition 
not only inside the House, but outside". Indeed, Pandit Nehru can be 
more justly accused of goinig too far and making it a matter of personal 
prestige though he w i l l certainly have the sympathy even of the most 
enlightened opinion which strongly supports the progressive, principles 
incorporated in that highly controversial measure when he says that 
'' w i t h the best wi l l in the world , we cannot brush aside this opposition 
and get things done quickly. ' ' One can also understand Dr Ambedkar'.s 
disappointment and yet find it difficult to explain how, after br ing in 
the Parliament and in the Cabinet for lour long years, he could be so 
insensitive and unresponsive to the claims of public opinion and the 
convention of a Parliamentary Government which he plays up w i th such 
good effect while exposing the hollowness of Cabinet responsibility? 
Would Dr Ambedkar have liked h im, Pandit Nehru, to assume the 
Presidentship also in order to oust f rom the rank ' of the opposition to 
the H i n d u Code Bi l l President Rajendra Prasad who is known to hold 
very strong views on the subject? 

Since flesh is weak, it is not difficult to understand why Dr Ambedkar 
should feel chagrined at not being given a portfolio more worthy of his 
talents. There is l i t t le doubt that if administrative ability were the only 
criterion, he could have adorned any of the ministerships that have to do 
wi th economic affairs. But it is not his main grievance, that his claims 
were overlooked in favour of others perhaps less deserving. There are 
considerations other than those of abili ty in a Minister , the obvious one 
being the capacity to carry the Parliament and the people w i th h im . 
A n d on this question, the leader of the team must be the best judge. 

Some months ago quite a iurore was created by Dr Ambedkar's 
inadvertant or deliberate attack on the Government for their failure to 
safeguard the interests of scheduled castes. On grounds of propriety it 
was objected that he could not very wel l speak against the Government 
while stil l remaining a member of the Cabinet, even to start off his 
election campaign. This is not, however, the gravamen of his charges. 
The po in t is not unimportant since a different colour can be readily 
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