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A R G E L Y as a result of the interest taken by the Planning Commis
sion, the Industries (Development & Control) Bill, which for some 

inexplicable asons had remained In cold storage since February, 1950, 
after being considered bv a Select Committee of the Parliament, has 
again come up for consideration. This-t ime, to judge from the progress 
which it has alreadv made, the Bill is likely to secure a quick passage. 

The Planning Commission in its Five Year Plan has stressed the 
importance of this Bill for the fulfilment of its industrial programme. 
It has laid special emphasis on the establishment of a Central Board, 
" consisting of 3 persons having wide experience in industrial, commer
cial, technical or judicial matters or in administration ", for helping 
Government in the exercise of the powers of investigation and control 
under Chapter 4 of the Bill . I n fact, the Planning Commission has 
gone beyond the recommendations of the First Select Committee and 
suggested that, Government should use these powers not only in respect 
of industries specified in Part 1 of the Schedule attached to the B i l l , 
but. in respect of the other important industries as well . The Central 
Board, being pr imari ly responsible for conducting investigations in to 
industrial undertakings showing " a fall in production, a deterioration 
in the quality of the product, a rise in the price of the product " etc., 
and for advising Government to take under their control recalcitrant 
undertakings, occupied a key role in the enforcement of the operative 
provisions of the Bill and the Planning Commission appears to have 
fully realised its significance. 

While giving its support to the establishment of a Central Board, 
the Planning Commission has also suggested the creation of ' Develop-
ment C o u n c i l ' , one each for the important industries, consisting of the 
representatives of the industry, labour and technical management. These 
Development Councils are expected to facilitate the solution of the 
specific problems of industries and industrial undertakings in regard 
to the volume and quality of production, standard of efficiency, organi
zation, sales, etc., and are to serve as effective links between the Central 
Board and different industries. 

The Select Committee of the Parliament which examined the B i l l 
recently for the second time, has accepted the suggestion of the Planning 
Commission for the creation of Development Councils, but has turned 
down the other suggestion, viz, that for the establishment of a Central 
Board, which the Planning Commission had taken from the report of the 
First Select Committee. The removal of the provision for a Central 
Board, however, is unfortunate, since an impart ia l and competent 
authority, as envisaged in the Select Committee's report of 1950 and 
recommended by the Planning Commission, would have brought to bear 
on the immediate and long range problem of industrial development in 
this country, the benefits if expert knowledge and balanced judgment. 
This wou ld also have ensured the adoption of a uni form policy and 
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