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and of I ta ly . In return Spain 
would secure active American aid 
in men and money; Italy would 
have a more liberal peace treaty. 

Greece and Turkey are to he the 
south-eastern flank of N A T O . 
Arrangements are well under way 
to integrate Greece and Turkey into 
NATO. Initially opposed to such 
a plan of integration, both Britain 
and France are now reconciled to 
America's plans for global strategy. 
They have accepted the idea of in
corporating Greece and Turkey into 
N A T O , as these two countries can 
provide the bridge for the defence 
of the Near and the Middle East. 
At the moment, the integrated ex
pansion of N A T O is being planned 

not by the Defence and Foreign 
Ministers of the twelve N A T O 
Powers at Ottawa; their Finance 
Ministers are also there to evolve 
an agreed arrangement lor sharing 
the burden of rearmament. 

Mr Acheson has got his allies in 
all the theatres of operations in the 

Weekly Notes 
Love me, Love my Dog 

BETWEEN filibustering on the 
one hand,, and the guillotine 

on the other, both faintly reminis
cent of more lively democratic, prac
tices elsewhere, the main clause of 
the Hindu Code Bill specifying the 
class of persons to which it will 
apply, was rushed through the Par
liament. To say that a clause which 
was discussed for seven long days, 
the longest time ever devoted to one 
single clause of a Bill in the history 
of our legislatures, was ' rushed' is 
only to state what appeared to be, 
the cast, judging from the general 
temper of the Mouse. It is now 
hoped that one part of the Bill, 
which is self-contained, relating to 
marriage and divorce, wi l l be passed 
at the present, session of the Parlia
ment. The other part which pro
poses to substitute the Dayabhaga 
system of inheritance for Mitakshara 
and thereby make Hindu Society 
more individualistic, as Bengal is, 
thanks to Dayahhaga, w i l l have to 
watt for another session and another 
Parliament. 

The Congress Parliamentary Party 
has wrested one. concession, however, 
f rom the Government, who have 
agreed that the grounds for divorce 
should include, besides those men
tioned in the. Code, any others sanc
tioned by custom. Those among 
our so-called lower classes who now 
enjoy—specially the weaker sex— 

event of a war. He has every rea
son to feel satisfied that America's 
partners have endorsed his theory 
of building positions of strength so 
formidable as to deter aggression. 
There is only one fly in the oint
ment. Unlike some of the bois
terous Republican leaders in Ame
rica, the men of the K r e m l i n are 
not likely to fail to appreciate, that 
there is no basic difference between 
MacArthnrisrn and Mr Acheson's 
policy. And, it is safe to presume 
that Moscow wi l l react as expected 
to America's plans for global stra
tegy. Whether rearmament can 
prevent war has yet to be seen. 
What becomes increasingly obvious 
is that competitive rearmament can 
have only one end: Peace will be 
its main casualty. 

Mr Acheson w i l l probably not 
deny this. Mr Morrison may not 
have the honesty to admit it. There
in lies the tragedy of the Labour 
Government in Britain, Britain 
wi l l go to the polls in October. 

the privileges of Hollywood stars in 
the matter of marriage and divorce, 
need not, therefore, fear a loss of 
freedom. 

The details, however, are not so 
important or significant as the man
ner in which the Bill is being handl
ed by a Government which is in 
every sense a caretaker Government, 
and arc not expected, according to 
the convention of Parliamentary 
governments elsewhere, to undertake 
important changes. W i t h a permis
sible latitude in interpretation, one 
may read into it the working of 
Pandit Nehru's mind. The Govern
ment are in a hurry to complete 
what they began, that is the way 
they obviously look at the Indus
tries Bill , the Planning Commission 
Report, and the Bi l l to codify H i n d u 
Law. Pandit Nehru has definitely 
made it a question of prestige, and 
wants to h a w from his followers a 
visible proof of .their loyalty in the 
shape of agreement to these mea
sures. " Love me, love my dog," 
seems to be the idea, though the 
poor dog in this particular case hap
pens to be somewhat amorphous, 
lacking sharpness of outline, or form. 

But since Pandit Nehru has made 
it such a question of prestige, it 
may not be out of place to mention 
here that the H i n d u Code Bil l goes 
back to 1941, when the then Gov
ernment of India appointed a com-
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W i t h a negligible majori ty in Par-
liament, the Attlee Government had 
to seek a fresh mandate some day. 
It may be that Mr Attlee's decision 
to appeal to the country has been 
hastened by ominous international 
developments. But the verdict of 
the electorate in Britain w i l l be i n 
fluenced by fundamental considera
tions. Labour could have assured 
victory in the elections by facing the 
electorate as a Party which had 
saved the peace. Labour has not 
only not won the peace, but it has 
helped to lose it. By agreeing to 
rearm, the Labour Party in Britain 
has forfeited its overriding claim 
to be voted back to power. History 
might vet prove that it committed 
suicide by forsaking its pacifist bias. 
Just as a war postponed its assump
tion of office in Britain by five years, 
the threat of another war may oust 
Labour from office four years too 
early. And for all this, the Attlee 
(Government's un-Socialistic foreign 
policy is to blame. 

mittee with Sir Benagal N. Rao as 
the Chairman to draft it . Because 
something originated in the British 
days is no reason why it should be 
given up. Not at all . Tha t way 
the multi-purpose projects which 
form the main body of the Five-
Year Plan, can also be traced back 
to the same origin. But Pandit 
Nehru need not identify himself so 
very closely with measures of which 
his Government were not the origi
nator. This does not absolve his 
Government of their responsibility, 
but it certainly lightens the burden 
of such responsibility. 

Our Rare Minerals 

DEPOSITS of ilmenite sands con
taining t i tanium have been dis

covered in Ratnagiri , it was reported 
this week, though not in such large 
quantities as to rob Travancore of 
its importance, well deserved of 
course, as the principal source of 
such rare minerals. 

Though all t i tanium bearing m i 
nerals, principally ilmenite and 
monazite have been very much in 
the news as raw materials for the 
production of atomic energy. It has 
perhaps been forgotten by now that 
t i tanium first came into lime l ight 
wi th gas mantles and faded out w i th 
the advent of electric filament lamps. 
The discovery of monazite in T r a 
vancore was quite accidental. A 
deposit of yellow sand, heavier than 



dust left on the floor of a warehouse 
in Germany where coir f rom T r a 
vancore had b w n stocked, attracted 
the attention of some scientist who 
found on examination that the sand 
contained thor ium, which was then 
much in demand for manufacture 
of gas mantles. Its radio-active pro
perties have revived interest in 
monazitc. 

In its earlier heyday, the export 
of monazite in Travancore reached 
the peak of 2,371 tons in 1918, ac
cording to the figures given in the 
latest issue of Travancore-Cochin 
News. The discovery of monazite 
in Travancore in 1909 coincided 
w i th the peak demand for this raw 
material at a time when ' thor ium 
fever ' was raging. 

T i t an ium is also used in pigments, 
to which it imparts a pleasing white, 
colour, which is extremely bright 
and lasting. It therefore goes into 
the manufacture not only of paints, 
but also of light coloured products, 
e.g. paper. rubber, face powder, 
dental creams, ceramics and plas
tics. The Minerals Year Book 1947 
Bureau of Mines, USA, gave the 
percentage distribution of the use of 
t i tanium pigments as follows: varnish 
and lacquer 75; paper 8; rubber 6; 
floor coverings 2; welding rods 2; 
and other uses 7. 

Travancore is r ich in a number 
of minerals which occur in work
able percentages in the beach depo
sits, e.g., monazite, ilmenite, rutile, 
zircon and sillimanite. Curiously 
enough, though all radio-active m i 
nerals which can be used for the 
production of atomic energy are 
subject to strictest control, and i n 
formation regarding their production 
and movement is maintained as a 
strict official secret, an exception 
appears to have been made for mo
nazite, the exports of which are now 
separately recorded and regularly 
published in the Accounts Relating 
to the Foreign Sea and Air-Borne 
Trade of India. 

Despite the honour of a separate 
customs classification, however, ex
ports of monazite do not appear to 
have reached any significant figure; 
those for the 12 months ending last 
March being 100 tons, valued at 
Rs. 37400. No exports have been 
recorded for the subsequent months. 

Anglo-Iran Payments Agreement 

EA R L Y last week the British Trea
sury announced that in view of 

the prevalent state of the Anglo-
I ran ian O i l talks, i t had decided to 
wi thdraw certain exceptional faci l i 
ties hi therto granted to I r a n because 

she was able to supply a v i ta l mate
r i a l—oi l—to Bri ta in. These facilities 
were granted by the Memorandum 
of Understanding between Bank 
M e l l i I r an and the Bank of England 
init ialled in London on 30th Sep
tember 1947 and subsequently ap
proved by the two governments for 
coming into operation as f rom 6th 
November 1947. The Memoran
d u m stated, among other things, 
that the Sterling Accounts of the 
Bank M e l l i I ran and the Imperial 
Bank of I ran w i l l continue to be 
Transferable Accounts the balances 
on which w i l l be freely transferable 
to any other Transferable Account. 
Addit ional ly the Bank of England 
w i l l approve applications made to 
them by the London correspondents 
of the two banks for the transfer of 
sterling from the Iranian Transfer
able Accounts to American Accounts 
in respect of current transactions 
wi th the countries to which Amer i 
can Accounts apply. However, the 
Imperial Iranian Government would 
not ask for transfers to the Amer i 
can Accounts except in so far as 
goods which the Iranian Govern
ment consider essential to the eco
nomy of I ran cannot he obtained on 
equivalent terms in respect of price, 
delivery date and quality either in 
the sterling area or elsewhere against 
sterling and have to be purchased in 
countries where American Accounts 
apply. Of the outstanding volume 
of sterling balances, Britain under
took to pay gold for a proportion as 
high as 60 per cent. Further, Iran's 

sterling holding? were to carry a 
guarantee against depreciation in 
terms of gold—actually this p r i v i 
lege was accorded by the terms of 
Article V I I I of the Financial Agree
ment between the UK and I r a n in 
early 1942. 

The Treasury statement empha
sized that the cessation of oil exports 
from I ran removed the justification 
for these facilities and made it ne
cessary for the U . K . to spend large 
sums of dollars on replacement o i l . 
The order has been therefore that 
all sterling payments to and f rom 
I ran w i l l be subject to the permis
sion of the Treasury. Simultane
ously, it was announced that Bri ta in 
would no longer continue to supply 
scarce goods to I r an , which were 
urgently required in Br i ta in or 
would be sold abroad for dollars. 
The Government, however, hope 
that " the need for these measures 
wi l l not be of long durat ion." The i r 
intention is to l imi t the harm which 
lias been caused to the- economy of 
Uni ted Kingdom by the action of 
the Iranian Government. 

What does it all amount to? The 
British Government since they do 
not guarantee I ran complete dollar 
convertibility of all the hitter's sterl
ing holdings need only have restrict
ed the volume of dollars made avail
able to I ran from time to t ime. 
There must be a. further motive, 

therefore, for vir tual ly striking Iran's 
name off the list of countries w i t h 
Transferable Accounts. The pur
pose of these Accounts is to widen 
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