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at the outer-fringe of the rearma-
ment programme for the successful 
accomplishment of which this 
Conference has been called, I nd i a 
w i l l scarcely be heard. This is i n 
evitable because the economic 
implications of a foreign policy of 
neutrality are as important as are the 
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GE N E R A L M A C A R T H U R i s 
no longer the Supreme Com

mander of the Al l i ed Powers in 
Japan, but MacAr thur i sm has 
t r iumphed; when the passions cool 
down the people in America w i l l 
be grateful to Mr Dean Acheson for 
his astute diplomacy. Had the Re
publicans had their way, General 
Mac Ar thur would have- compelled 
America " to go it alone ". Mr 
Acheson is as determined as the 
General to combat Communism. 
But the American Secretary of 
State has succeeded in cajoling the 
allies of the Uni ted States into w i l l 
ing co-operation w i th America's 
endeavours to build positions of 
strength. Whereas MacAr thur i sm 
would have involved grave and pre
mature risks, Mr Acheson's policy 
is more subtle, more comprehensive, 
and at the same time avoids the 
risk of America being forced to fight 
Russia without powerful allies. 

'There is no fundamental differ
ence between MacAr thur i sm and 
the policy pursued by the US State 
Department. Mr Acheson is less 
impatient but not less determined 
than General MacAr thur to contain 
Communism, A mature diplomat. 
Mr Acheson is aware drat a war 
cannot be fought without allies. 
This was what the General ignored. 
He also over-estimated America's 
mi l i ta ry might. Though the Gene
ral should have known better, Mr 
Acheson has even been painfully 
conscious of America's limitations. 
He has also been aware that Ame
rica's N o r t h Atlantic- partners are 
not as w i l l i ng or eager to have a 
show-down wi th Russia as America 
is. It has been his endeavour to 
secure the wi l l ing consent of Ame
rica's allies to her aggressive foreign 
policy. Mr Acheson has succeeded 
beyond measure in Ins strategy of 
indirect approach. 

America could not pursue an 
aggressive foreign policy in the Far 
East wi thout concluding arrange-

poli t ical implications. We could be 
heard in the company of other raw 
material producing countries, had 
we been put t ing up a jo in t demand, 
but not when we go to the Con-
rence table hoping for nothing 
better than the leavings after the 
needs of the others have been met. 

ments for securing Japan as an out
post in her defence of the Pacific. 
Fortification of Japan was neces
sary not only to create a. new bal
ance of power in the Far East 
against Red China, but also to 
assure the use of this strategic island 
as an offensive spring board against 
Communist Russia. This dual ob
jective could not be attained wi th 
out paying a price. America w i l l 
ingly paid the price to ensure her 
ultimate interests. She sponsored a 
treaty of peace wi th Japan which 
sought to welcome the vanguished 
into the comity of nations. Japan 
had to be assured of her sovereignty 
for her consent to work in co-opera
tion wi th America. 

There were many obstacles in the 
treaty as drafted by Mr John Foster 
Dulles, and modified by Britain. But 
the most serious handle was the 
opposition of Australia. New Zea
land and the Philippines to the re-
emergence of Japanese mi l i t a r i sm 
This was a challenge which America 
met in a way which suited her well. 
She entered into mutual defence 
pacts wi th the nations of the West 
Pacific to fortify her own system of 
defence, as well as to assure the 
nations concerned against future 
Japanese expansionism. A l l the con
flicting interest of Japan, of Ame
rica and of the West Pacific Powers 
were reconciled at San Francisco. 

Japan got what the wanted: the 
abolition of the Occupation Statute 
and recognition of her free, sove
reign status. America got what she 
wanted. She secured the r ight to 
fortify Japan as a base. Besides, 
she manoeuvred Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and the Philippines 
into guaranteeing America's Pacific 
system of defence. Asian nations 
were less enthusiastic. There are 
still loopholes in America's strategy 
for the East. But she has succeed
ed in creating a new balance of 
power in the Far East, and in pro
tecting the eastern and western 
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flanks of the Pacific system of de
fence. At San Francisco, America 
concluded a series of alliances w i th 
out which General MacArthur ' s 
policy could not be pursued wi thout 
incurring grave risks. 

The Pacific was the weakest l ink in 
America's chain of global strategy. 
W i t h this weakest link strengthened, 
Mr Dean Acheson immediately ap
plied his mind and energy to bolster 
up the European system of defence. 
When a year ago America announc
ed her decision to rearm Germany, 
it created a furore in Britain and in 
France. Britain admitted that 
Western Europe could not be de
fended without the mil i tary co-ope
ration of Western Germany. France 
was, and is, too logical not to deny 
the imperative necessity of inte
grating German forces into the 
defence system of the Nor th Atlant ic 
community, but she was equally 
logical in expressing her apprehen
sions at the rebirth of the Wehr-
macht. 

America was not impolite in 
brushing these objections aside, but 
made it clear that the responsibility 
for solving the daterama rested on 
Britain and France. Pushed and 
prodded by America, France evolved 
a compromise Ploven Plan under 
which the German forces were to 
be dovetailed into the European 
Army. At Washington, the three 
Foreign Ministers of Britain, France. 
and America agreed on implement
ing" die Plover Plan If Japan de
manded and got her price, it was 
only to be expected that the three 
Powers would be wil l ing to pay the 
price which Bonn would demand. 
Western Germany is playing for high 
stakes. Dr Adenauer knows that he 
enjoys a superior bargaining posi
tion. Indications are that he would 
get the high price demanded by him 
for contributing to the defence of 
Western Europe. 

Mr Dean Acheson is not a diplo
mat to have projects half finished. 
Alter his successes at San Francisco 
and at Washington, he is now in 
Ottawa to discuss the problems of 
defence of the Mediterranean. 
America's Grand Strategy has now 
been unfolded. It consists of the 
North At lant ic Treaty Organisation 
as the base for the defence of the 
North Atlantic community as well 
as of Western Europe. Of the 
N A T O , the Mediterranean com
mand would be the southern flank. 
This flank would be strengthened 
by integrating the forces of Spain 
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and of I ta ly . In return Spain 
would secure active American aid 
in men and money; Italy would 
have a more liberal peace treaty. 

Greece and Turkey are to he the 
south-eastern flank of N A T O . 
Arrangements are well under way 
to integrate Greece and Turkey into 
NATO. Initially opposed to such 
a plan of integration, both Britain 
and France are now reconciled to 
America's plans for global strategy. 
They have accepted the idea of in
corporating Greece and Turkey into 
N A T O , as these two countries can 
provide the bridge for the defence 
of the Near and the Middle East. 
At the moment, the integrated ex
pansion of N A T O is being planned 

not by the Defence and Foreign 
Ministers of the twelve N A T O 
Powers at Ottawa; their Finance 
Ministers are also there to evolve 
an agreed arrangement lor sharing 
the burden of rearmament. 

Mr Acheson has got his allies in 
all the theatres of operations in the 

Weekly Notes 
Love me, Love my Dog 

BETWEEN filibustering on the 
one hand,, and the guillotine 

on the other, both faintly reminis
cent of more lively democratic, prac
tices elsewhere, the main clause of 
the Hindu Code Bill specifying the 
class of persons to which it will 
apply, was rushed through the Par
liament. To say that a clause which 
was discussed for seven long days, 
the longest time ever devoted to one 
single clause of a Bill in the history 
of our legislatures, was ' rushed' is 
only to state what appeared to be, 
the cast, judging from the general 
temper of the Mouse. It is now 
hoped that one part of the Bill, 
which is self-contained, relating to 
marriage and divorce, wi l l be passed 
at the present, session of the Parlia
ment. The other part which pro
poses to substitute the Dayabhaga 
system of inheritance for Mitakshara 
and thereby make Hindu Society 
more individualistic, as Bengal is, 
thanks to Dayahhaga, w i l l have to 
watt for another session and another 
Parliament. 

The Congress Parliamentary Party 
has wrested one. concession, however, 
f rom the Government, who have 
agreed that the grounds for divorce 
should include, besides those men
tioned in the. Code, any others sanc
tioned by custom. Those among 
our so-called lower classes who now 
enjoy—specially the weaker sex— 

event of a war. He has every rea
son to feel satisfied that America's 
partners have endorsed his theory 
of building positions of strength so 
formidable as to deter aggression. 
There is only one fly in the oint
ment. Unlike some of the bois
terous Republican leaders in Ame
rica, the men of the K r e m l i n are 
not likely to fail to appreciate, that 
there is no basic difference between 
MacArthnrisrn and Mr Acheson's 
policy. And, it is safe to presume 
that Moscow wi l l react as expected 
to America's plans for global stra
tegy. Whether rearmament can 
prevent war has yet to be seen. 
What becomes increasingly obvious 
is that competitive rearmament can 
have only one end: Peace will be 
its main casualty. 

Mr Acheson w i l l probably not 
deny this. Mr Morrison may not 
have the honesty to admit it. There
in lies the tragedy of the Labour 
Government in Britain, Britain 
wi l l go to the polls in October. 

the privileges of Hollywood stars in 
the matter of marriage and divorce, 
need not, therefore, fear a loss of 
freedom. 

The details, however, are not so 
important or significant as the man
ner in which the Bill is being handl
ed by a Government which is in 
every sense a caretaker Government, 
and arc not expected, according to 
the convention of Parliamentary 
governments elsewhere, to undertake 
important changes. W i t h a permis
sible latitude in interpretation, one 
may read into it the working of 
Pandit Nehru's mind. The Govern
ment are in a hurry to complete 
what they began, that is the way 
they obviously look at the Indus
tries Bill , the Planning Commission 
Report, and the Bi l l to codify H i n d u 
Law. Pandit Nehru has definitely 
made it a question of prestige, and 
wants to h a w from his followers a 
visible proof of .their loyalty in the 
shape of agreement to these mea
sures. " Love me, love my dog," 
seems to be the idea, though the 
poor dog in this particular case hap
pens to be somewhat amorphous, 
lacking sharpness of outline, or form. 

But since Pandit Nehru has made 
it such a question of prestige, it 
may not be out of place to mention 
here that the H i n d u Code Bil l goes 
back to 1941, when the then Gov
ernment of India appointed a com-
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W i t h a negligible majori ty in Par-
liament, the Attlee Government had 
to seek a fresh mandate some day. 
It may be that Mr Attlee's decision 
to appeal to the country has been 
hastened by ominous international 
developments. But the verdict of 
the electorate in Britain w i l l be i n 
fluenced by fundamental considera
tions. Labour could have assured 
victory in the elections by facing the 
electorate as a Party which had 
saved the peace. Labour has not 
only not won the peace, but it has 
helped to lose it. By agreeing to 
rearm, the Labour Party in Britain 
has forfeited its overriding claim 
to be voted back to power. History 
might vet prove that it committed 
suicide by forsaking its pacifist bias. 
Just as a war postponed its assump
tion of office in Britain by five years, 
the threat of another war may oust 
Labour from office four years too 
early. And for all this, the Attlee 
(Government's un-Socialistic foreign 
policy is to blame. 

mittee with Sir Benagal N. Rao as 
the Chairman to draft it . Because 
something originated in the British 
days is no reason why it should be 
given up. Not at all . Tha t way 
the multi-purpose projects which 
form the main body of the Five-
Year Plan, can also be traced back 
to the same origin. But Pandit 
Nehru need not identify himself so 
very closely with measures of which 
his Government were not the origi
nator. This does not absolve his 
Government of their responsibility, 
but it certainly lightens the burden 
of such responsibility. 

Our Rare Minerals 

DEPOSITS of ilmenite sands con
taining t i tanium have been dis

covered in Ratnagiri , it was reported 
this week, though not in such large 
quantities as to rob Travancore of 
its importance, well deserved of 
course, as the principal source of 
such rare minerals. 

Though all t i tanium bearing m i 
nerals, principally ilmenite and 
monazite have been very much in 
the news as raw materials for the 
production of atomic energy. It has 
perhaps been forgotten by now that 
t i tanium first came into lime l ight 
wi th gas mantles and faded out w i th 
the advent of electric filament lamps. 
The discovery of monazite in T r a 
vancore was quite accidental. A 
deposit of yellow sand, heavier than 


