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A BELATED BEGINNING 
AU G U S T ' 15 returns every year, 

and good form demands that 
we should pat ourselves on the. back 
for the achievements of the fourth 
year of freedom, as we d id for the 
t h i r d year and the years before that. 
The occasion also calls for a routine 
stock-taking, but since a paper like 

th i s tries to do that every week, it 
had not thought the occasion impor
tant enough before to bring out a 
special number. On the contrary, 
on an earlier anniversary of free
dom, the lack of public enthusiasm 
had led us to reflect that we had 
taken to independence as ducks take 
to water, without making much of 
a noise, about it after the first splash. 
N o t that enthusiasm is any greater 
this year. True, enough, the various 
journals w i l l br ing out their indepen
dence: numbers, there, w i l l be the 
usual round of official functions, the 
usual Press Information Bureau 
hand-outs and press releases detail
ing the achievements of the Govern
ment for the fourth year, as they d id 
for the other years. But all these 
pass unnoticed in the general at
mosphere of discontent in which 
they see the l ight of day. Indeed, 
as the years go by, bitterness grows. 
Why has the actual taste of freedom 
during the years we have enjoyed it 
been to different from what we had 

expected it to be? It is no longer 
a case of hope deferred making the 
heart silk, for we have learnt to wait 
without hope, knowing that hope 
would be hope for the wrong things. 

And yet, very definitely, the anni
versary of this clay for which people 
had fought, suffered and died, and 
millions had kept a long, long v ig i l , 
is different this year from the ones 
that had gone before. For in a very 
real sense, the fifth year of freedom 
on which we launch today, opens an 
altogether unknown chapter. There 
w i l l be a general election on free 
adult franchise, of which there is no 
parallel in .any other country, if only 
judging by its magnitude, unless-— 
since nothing is absolutely certain in 
life, and many imponderable factors 
are always on the horizon some
thing happens to imperil that free
dom and the whole country is 
thrown into turmoi l . 

The Government are eager to rush, 
at the current suasion of the Parlia
ment, which is the last one on the 
card in the life of the present Par
liament, some of the controversial 
legislations, which though mooted a 
long time ago, had been so long kept 
pending. Both this eagerness and 
the hurry indicate a desire, scarcely 
understandable: in the circumstances, 

of completing whatever the Govern
ment had been wanting to do but 
had not done during all these years. 
The codification of H i n d u Law is 

a measure aimed at tying up our 
social relations into a pattern of their 
choice. The Industries Hill is i n 
truded to provide the frame work 
for the sort of mixed economy which 
the Government had vaguely pur
sued. In a way, it tries to tie up 
those loose ends which now lie scat-
tered in the various regulations and 
controls, administered by different 
departments and authorities. The 
Bill also does more; for it aims to 
provide a machinery of control and 
regulation, so as to evolve a work
able pattern of controlled economy. 
If these two measures are viewed 
against the Five-Year Plan, which 
the Government have presented at 
the fag end of the life of the present 
Parliament, it would not be wrong 
to read into them an attempt to 
consolidate. But. consolidate what? 

Just as we are at the end of one 
phase, we are also at the beginning 
of another- What that phase w i l l 
be is more than ordinarily difficult 
to prophesy, for the holding of a gen
eral election on this scale is wi thout 
a precedent; neither w i l l the choice 
be presented in clear and 

well defined alternatives. Poli-



tics today appears much more 
fluid than it has ever been in 
the past several decades; for the 
local point which attracted a l l the 
forces to it and gave it a purpose 
and direction, namely the winning 
of freedom, is no longer there. The 
attempt on the part of the Congress., 
which led the struggle and supplied 
the platform on which many people 
met and worked together, to substi
tute for the fight for freedom a 
programme for building up the 
country, which alone could have 
clothed political freedom with eco
nomic content, failed to take shape. 
It may be wrong to say that this 
attempt was seriously pursued. That 
the Congress ever put forward an 
ideology which could draw to it the 
enthusiastic support of the people 
and provide that direction and pur
pose which had made the Congress 
leadership a success in the struggle 
for freedom would he inaccurate. 
For as those whom the country had 
put in power tried to come to grips 
wi th various problems facing i t , 
differences and conflicts came to 
light, the existence of which may 
have been suspected before, hut not 
their sharpness or strength. 

There is a tragic sense of belated -
ness in the Congress or Government 
effort—it is necessary to hear the 
differences between the two in mind 
- in trying to complete the work he-
fore their appointed time of office 
comes to an end. There is a race 
against f ine in hastening through 
the Parliament what was to have 
been the main pillars of the edifice 
which it the Government wanted to 
build. Do they hope to built it in 
the future, that they are so eager 
to complete the preliminaries:' For 
it is in no sense completing the work 
but just beginning. If a draft plan 
which is still on paper is to be taken 
seriously, it can only indicate the 
outlines of what the Government 
want to do, Particularly the one 
prepared by the Planning Commis
sion can in no sense be a record of 
achievement, for the Commission has 
not even carried out a survey of the 
resources of the country. It has 
taken the available. materials on 
band and drawn up on that basis a 
programme of development. What 
should have been taken up right at 
the beginning has come at the end. 
The industries Bill is also four years 
behind time, for it is a part of the 
framework of the Plan and intends 
to implement the industrial policy 
enunciated by the Government in 
the very first year of office. The 
delay, the time-lag, is not explained 
by the usual procrastination of legis-

lative procedure. 

If there is a tragedy "in. the belated-
ness, some may also see in it the 
heroism which lies in doing one's 
work well wi thout any desire for 
the fruits of action, " Whoever 
may come after us," the Government 
may say, " w i l l have to build on this 
foundation; we have laid the foun
dation truly and well , and our work 
is done." Nehru's Government 
would fain make this claim, had 
facts not refuted the claim. These 
facts blaze forth in hunger and mis-
sery, food shortage, high prices and 
all the rest. They are laid bare as 
much by our decaying rural econo
my as by the still unexploited idle 
capacity in our industries and in the 
poor progress in our attempts tor 
expansion. True, in detail, using the 
yardstick that would have been ac
ceptable before the country had 
achieved freedom, the progress made 
in some respects may not be so in
considerable. But that yardstick it
self changed on August 13 and 
there is no going back to that past. 
It is the balance between our aspi
rations and achievements which 
weighs the scale today and indices of 
production, trade, or consumption 
or any other measure in terms of a 
pre-independent standard can have 
no meaning. 

Judged by the standards of a free 
country, the Government have fail
ed and failed miserably. There was 
bound to be disappointment and dis
illusionment, for dreams do not sur
vive the impact of reality. We not 
only dreamt of a free country but 
of happiness and prosperity for all . 
The awakening had been sad. This 
is not to say that the people have 
failed. 'They have not been tried 
and found wanting. For the Gov
ernment failed to give a direction 
to their energies, capture their ima
gination or arouse their enthusiasm. 
It is the same people whom Gandhi-
ji. raised from the dust and made 
into fighters of freedom. There are 
some who still believe that like the 
phoenix, a new Congress wi l l spring 
up from the ashes of the old body. 
The dissensions wi th in the Congress, 
the desertions in its ranks, are per
haps the process of transformation 
by which the vi ta l elements in that 
organisation may yet come to life. 

To the new forces and new 
parties, whether they arise from the 
ashes of the Congress or from else
where, the country must turn on 
his day of anniversary of freedom. 
For freedom cannot end in frustra-
ion. It has in it the seeds of a 

future growth which no power in 
the world can keep in check for 
long. The one good th ing that 
freedom had done is to deprive us 
of a scapegoat. We can no longer 
blame Britain for all our woes, We 
have done enough of blaming all 
these four years, the vested inte
rests who were and still are, sup
posed to stand between us and the 
realisation of our aspirations. But 
why resign ourselves to inaction if 
the obstacle to progress is so tangi
ble, and so easy to overcome? It 
is not the entanglements of our 
foreign policy either, as an examina
tion of our economic policies and 
achievements during the past four 
years wi l l make abundantly clear, 
which have brought us to this sorry 
mess. 

Even the attempt to reconcile the 
conflicting interests which cannot 
be reconciled under any circum
stances has not been the principal 
reason for our failure to solve the 
economic problems of the country. 
True enough, the Government have 
been reluctant to disturb that hor
net's nest and preferred to let sleep
ing dogs lie. But the failure of the 
economic policies worked out by 
them was not because they were un
wi l l ing to press them beyond a. cer
tain point. It is in their failure to 
support economic policies by ap
propriate political actions, divided 
counsel and vacillation, which have 
been their undoing. 

At the end of four years of ex
perimentation, if not the Govern
ment themselves, at least the pol i 
tical party which is behind the Gov
ernment are still unable to make up 
their mind whether controls are de
sirable or not and whether complete 
removal of the controls' would not 
be better for the country'. This is 
probably the strongest indictment 
against the Government —their 
failure to give a direction to the 
energies of the people and forge the 
necessary sanctions without which 
no economic policy can be worked 
successfully. A n d far less is the 
chance of its working, when that 
policy is an amalgam of a vaguely 
conceived ideal of a Welfare State 
and the frai l imi ta t ion of a con
trolled economy, the implementa
tion of which is frustrated as much 
by administrative deficiencies as by 
unworthy compromises. None of 
our economic problems are incap
able of solution nor is a solution so 
difficult to find. But to carry out 
and implement economic policies is 
the work of administrators and poli-
ticians,' not, that, of economists 
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