
w i t h the equal power of hypnotising 
himself w i t h word,., he finds the so
lu t ion for a l l the country's problems 
in the Planning Commission. For 
years his Government had been 
groping for i t , and at last chanced 
upon what it had been groping for. 
" The wisest thing our Government 
has done wi th in the last three or 
four years has been the appointment 
of this Commission." What more is 
needed to win over the people to the 
Congress side? This then is the 
major plank in the Congress election 
manifesto. What does the Planning 
Commission, or for that matter, the 
Five Year Plan mean for the peo
ple? 

If the election is to be fought on 
points, the Socialists should have a 

Middle East 
HE asassmation of K i n g Abdul la 

may not, by itself, upset the 
precarious balance of forces in the 
Midd le East, though it removes 
from the scene the only friend that 
Bri ta in had there; it wi l l certainly 
revive Arabdisconcent in Palestine 
which had been temporarily held in 
check. The Arabs in Palestine not 
only lost to the Jews; what was left 
of their territory was grabbed by 
K i n g Abdulla and made a part of 
his own territory. It is difficult to 
imagine that w i th their highly de
veloped poli t ical consciousness, their 
keen national aspiration and cul tu
ral development, the Arabs of Pales
tine would long endure Hashemite 
rule. The two make a most unwi l l 
ing yoke, the backward desert tribes 
of Transjordon and the sophisticated 
Arabs of Palestine. For the time 
being, the latter are not even an 
economic asset to the State of their 
forced adoption, in view of the large 
percentage of refugees among them. 

W i t h his ambition for grabbing 
Syria also, the late K i n g had been 
a thorn in the side of the Arab Lea
gue. Whether Arab nationalism 
wi l l now gain a fresh impetus, being 
freed from the incubus of Hashe
mite dynastic aspirations, however, 
wi l l depend on deeper economic and 
social changes that are undoubtedly 
going on in the Arab world but have 
not yet attained sufficient cohesion. 

Japanese Peace Treaty 

THE draft Japanese peace treaty, 
sponsored by America and now 

walk over, for they have a program
me for land, and for agriculture, 
while the Congress has none. Or if 
the Congress has one—it once had 
an Agrarian Reforms C o m m i t t e e -
it is reluctant to commit itself for 
fear frightening away one group or 
another among its probable suppor-t 
ers. This may seem an over-state
ment since, it may be pointed out, 
the Five-Year Plan itself rests largely 
on agriculture. But surely enough, 
the Plan by-passes the bulk of the 
agriculturists because it has l i t t le to 
say about agricultural operations 
as they are being carried on today. 
It has something to say, of course, 
about village councils and all that, 
but that is not its main stay. I n 
stead, the Plan intends to supple
ment the deficit agricultural econo-

accepted by Britain, albeit w i t h re
servations, w i l l be submitted for 
consideration to the parties con
cerned at San Francisco early in 
September. The draft has been 
drawn up after the talks which took 
place in London between M r . John 
Foster Duules and the British Gov
ernment early in June on the main 
provisions of the treaty. The text-
has not been communicated, how
ever, either to the Nationalist Gov
ernment or to the Central People's 
Government of China, But once 
the treaty has been signed and Ja
pan becomes responsible for her own 
foreign relations, it has been pro
vided in the draft, Japan herself 
wi l l decide her future relations wi th 
China. 

There w i l l be a special arrange
ment between Japan and the U S A 
for the stationing of American 
forces in and around Japan. Be
sides, there wi l l be a mutual defence 
part between the USA, Australia 
and New Zealand, which guaran
tees American help to Australia and 
New Zealand against any revival of 
the expansionist policies of Japan. 

The economic aspects of the 
treaty have also created sharp cleav
age of views. W i t h her rapidly i n 
creasing population, Japan is under 
the strongest economic pressure to 
develop her exports. But Britain 
fears that the treaty w i l l raise the 
problem of Japanese trade compe
t i t ion. Pending the conclusion of 
bilateral trade agreements, Japan is 
required to accord for a period of 
four years to each of the Al l i ed 
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any by bringing more land under 
i r r igat ion, and reclaiming new land 
for cult ivation. A glance at the 
targets of food production for the 
next five years w i l l show that while 
90 per cent of the expected improve
ment is expected f rom irr igat ion and 
land reclamation alone, not more 
than 12 to 13 per cent of the net 
increase in food production is ex
pected from distribution of improv
ed seeds or fertilisers. This is a 
point of detail, but not an un im
portant one! 

If the elections are not to be 
fought on points, in the clash of 
personalities, where would the 
parties be? W i l l the halo of Gandhi-
ji still exist the only light in the 
midst of encircling gloom? 

Powers and their nationals, subject 
to reciprocity, most-favoured treat
ment in connection wi th the im
portation and exportation of goods 
and national treatment in respect 
of shipping, navigation and activi
ties of persons and companies. Br i 
tain's attitude is evident from the 
announcement of the former Presi
dent of the Board of Trade on 
March 19 that Britain extended the 
most-favoured-nation treatment to 
Japanese trade in goods, but was 
not prepared to enter into any for-
mal undertaking to continue to do 
so. Bri tain still bears in mind the 
pre-war record of Japanese compe
t i t ion, especially in textile trades. 
In the expanding world economy, 
the establishment of new markets 
should afford Japan the opportunity 
to achieve a reasonable standard of 
l iv ing for her people without menac
ing that of other countries, and, at 
the same time, help to satisfy the 
growing needs of consumers in the 
under-developed countries of the 
wor ld . These objectives can be 
greatly assisted by consultations be
tween industrial interests in the 
various countries concerned on the 
lines of the Anglo-American Cotton 
Texti le Mission to Japan of 1950. 

Though the Soviet Government 
has been kept informed throughout 
the discussions on the draft treaty 
and has been furnished wi th the 
draft, the present draft treaty has 
not satisfied her nor all the pr inc i 
pal parties concerned. The Govern
ments " principally concerned " are 
the U S A , the U K , Australia, Burma, 
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