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the " current fallow." When cul
tivable land is not sown, what is 
the point, some may ask, in reclaim
ing culturable waste and bringing 
it under cultivation at heavy cost? 
It is such reclaimed land where 
cultivation starts scratch which 
offers the best scope for and cer
tainly has a better chance of use of 
tractors. 

The problem of proper utilisation 
of whatever resources we have got 
including, of course, cultivable land, 
has many facets. There can be no 
unitary solution for such a complex 
problem. There can be little doubt, 
however, that slackening of efforts in 
the direction of mechanisation of 
agriculture would be a retrograde 
step. To waste any opportunity of 
pushing it would bo regrettable, if 
not fatal. Some day the tractor wi l l 
replace the hand, plough, in the same 
way as the motor truck and the rail
way train have replaced the bullock 
cart. The process may be delayed, 
but cannot be held back indefi
nite! v. 

Those who have the good of me
chanisation at heart, and stand to 
profit by it. have not probably been 
setting about it in the right man
ner. A well-known expert, one of 
the best out here, perhaps the best, 
has not been surprised by the agi
tation for a ban on further imports 
of tractors. He blames it on tractors 
being imported willy-nilly, without 
due consideration to the type plus 
the machinery that they draw, and 
on the detective organisation for dis
tribution and servicing which leads 
to tractors being imported and sold 

on low discounts and selling them 
to farmers without their being 
trained, and without service facili
ties within a reasonable distance. 
And worse still, without twenty-four 
hours spare service available. This 
sort of thing can undermine the 
economy of this country. 

The moral is simple. We must 
not have less, but more of tractors, 
of the right type, and the trade 
must also wake up to its respons
ibilities in providing proper service 
while every available agency should 
be drawn upon to provide necessary 
training to those who are expected 
to use the tractors. Perhaps- im
porters have not yet realised the 
immense opportunities that lie be
fore them. May be, they do not 
take a sufficiently long-term point 
of view. This sort of propaganda 
should be answered. But. for a pro
per answer, one wi l l have to explore 
more closely than has been done the 
organisation of agriculture in this 
country, obtain statistics of the size 
of holdings so that one may know 
the possible scope of mechanisation 
in the present state of tenancy 
legislation and also the future po
tentialities that would be opened up 
when tenancy is changed on the 
lines on which they are now sought 
to be changed. 

T H O U G H the number of tractors 
in use on world farms almost 

doubted in each of the decades 
since 1930, 85 per cent, of the total 
draft power in agriculture is still 
provided by work animals, accord
ing to a wor ld survey of farm me
chanisation just completed by the 
F A O . The survey also tries to size 
up the disparity in the distribution 
of tractors. About 97.5 per cent, 
of the total number are in Nor th 
America, Europe, the USSR, and 
Oceana. On the other hand La t in 
America, the Far East, the Near 
East and Africa, wi th nearly half of 
the world's total cultivated land, 
have only the remaining 2.5 per 
cent, of tractors! 

In the light of the above findings, 
the agitation in influential quarters. 
who should know better, that we 
have too many tractors and that no 
further licences should be issued for 
their import appears short-sighted 
in the extreme. It is difficult to be
lieve, but it is true that Mr Singha-
nia actually said the other day, in 
his presidential address to the UP 
Merchants' Chamber. " As a result 
of lavish import of tractors and other 
agricultural machinery and their 
spare parts, the country is now faced 
wi th a vast surplus of these goods!" 
There have been similar unfavour
able comments in plenty from other 
quarters. Hut why does such ob
viously fatuous and senseless pro
paganda catch on? The explanation, 
unfortunately, is not difficult to 
find. Too many of the tractors 
have gone out of commission too 
soon, due to inexpert and ineffi
cient handling. Those who import 
and sell tractors, it is also to be sus
pected, may not h a w yet organised 
their servicing properly. 

Those who watched the slow de
cline in our food production, de
cline that is in the average yield, 
for there has been some expansion 
of the areas under food cultivation, 
w i l l not doubt for a moment' that 
mechanical moans of food produc
tion is a vital necessity, and that it 
is a very important way in which 
better farming can be undertaken, 
though all may not agree that it is 
the only possible way. A recent 
study, carried out by the Agricul
tural Economics section of the 
School of Economics in collabora
tion wi th the Rural Economic Re
search section of the Reserve Bank 

in some of the districts in Bombay 
has brought to light the problem of 
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