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FAIR AND FREE ELECTIONS 

TH E R E is still some doubt about the date when it wi l l be held, 
some go as far as to doubt whether the Government would care 

to hold it at al l , but there is no doubt that when it is held, the first 
adult franchise in India wi l l be the biggest thing of its kind in the 
world in which 19 crores of people—all the men and women in India 
who have attained major i ty—wil l be entitled to vote, 80 per cent, of 
whom wil l be exercising this right for the first time, if they want to. 
The general ejection is an undertaking of such magnitude that hot 
only the Government who have to conduct it but the parties who 
intend to contest it and set up candidates may well pause and take 
breath, Think of the number of seats. 3,551 in al l , for the State 
Assemblies and the House of the People. These are distributed o v e r -
2,500 constituencies of which 470 for the House of the People wi l l 
overlap the 2.000 and odd constituencies for the State Assemblies, This 
experiment in the superstructure of democracy is a powerful challenge 
to thought, it is certainly a leap in the dark but fared wi th a situation 
as unknown and as unknowable as the possible reaction of so many 
voters who have never voice] before, one would have, thought more 
people than have cared to do yet, would answer that challenge,, and 
take a shot at the shape of things to come, try to reconnoitre this; 
unexplored held and apply whatever knowledge they possess of sta-
tisties sociology local conditions, regional interests and antipathies to 
size up the situation and present the picture as they see i t . * 

It was na tu ra l therefore, to turn with gnat expectations 10 such 
a timely publication with so promising a title as " Fair and f ree 
Elect ions" for some light on what must be a leap into the dark. H ind 
Kitabs did well in bringing it out though their t iming went wrong 
21 little bit though through no fault of theirs, because the date for the 
election was shifted from March to November next year. Their effort 
would have been better rewarded had the author grappled with the 
problems raised by so bold an experiment and sought to answer some 
of the questions that are naturally raised by it , even if he did not 
feel up to the probing into the many imponderables. 

But instead of trying to grapple with the really live issues, the 
author has wasted his breath on the usual banalities, re-hashed and 
served up Bryce without even a dash of some local sauce which would 
have made it less insipid. After all the hindrances to good citizenship 
may merit ; but there is nothing novel about them to excite the imagi
nation. Lethargy, indifference, ignorance -a l l these have to be fought 
and fought continuously, eternal vigilance being the price of liberty, 
but is it not taken for granted? 

These are not issues of the greatest moment raised by the first 
general elections. Such apparently unimportant details as whether the 
elections to the Central and the State legislatures wi l l be held at the 

*Fair and Free Elections, by M. Venkatarangaiya, Hind Kitabs Ltd., 
Bombay. Pp. 46, annas 12. 
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We wish all our Readers, Ad

vertisers and Well Wishers a 

Happy Christmas and a Pros-

perous,New Year and extend to 

them the Greetings of the Season. 

As the office of the Economic 

Weekly will be closed for Christ

mas, there will be no issue of the 

journal on 30, December, 1950. 
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